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HE other children continued playing with 
the ſame eheerfulneſs, and they became 
quite merry when they drewout the forfeits, One 
held the forfeit over the head of another, who 
mentioned ſome droll thing, which the owner 
was to do to redeem it. Lose they were 
obliged to urn into rhyme what they had juſt 
ſaid, and to fill up verſes after the rhymes, or laſt 
words in each line, had been written down 
with a pencil; or to find out ſome reſem - 
blance in two things which appeared to be very 
different; for inſtance, between a carp and a 
lark; others were commanded to receive ſome 
Vor, I - + 8. Coo on 
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good advice from each of their playmates; 
thus was the amuſement varied. As they were 


EY civil, good-natured children, they took care not 


to ſay any thing, even in joke, which could of- 


fend the reſt. Endeavouring to pleaſe each 


bother, they were ſo pleaſed themſelves, that 
they grew more and more delighted with their 
. ſports, and every moment furniſhed a new. ſub- 
je& tojoke and laugh at. 

They might have ans till 1 were tired, 
if, they had not been interrupted. The twi- 
light had already overtaken them, and ſome of 


them wiſhed for a light that they might con- 


tinue to play in the Summer. houſe. But they 
were ſtopped ſhort by a ſervant, who came to 
tell them, that ſupper waited for them. | 
What, cat fo ſoon again? faid Charles, a 
little angrily ; I wiſh they would keep the ſup- 
per to themſelves, and allow us to remain to- 
gether and play till it. 1s time to go home. But 
they were obliged to go, becauſe the ſervant 


reminded them, that it would be -rude and diſ- 


reſpectful if they did not attend the 1 
when they were ſent for. 


They now again all ſurrounded the table, 5 


and took their ſeats, with great form. The 
greater part of the gueſts began to eat the va- 


ious daintics ſpread before Ty though they 


id 
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did not feel the leaſt hunger. Only Mr, Jones, 


the profeſſor, and a few others contented them- 


ſelves with ſome fruit and a cruſt of bread, and 
ſought for their pleaſure in converſation with 


| thoſe who ſat next to them. 5 
But theſe parties were ſoon interrupted by 


one of the company, who ſtood up with a bum- 
per in his hand, and drank to the health of the 
bride and bridegroom, and moſt of the com: 
pany followed his example, and filled out a bum- 
per to the ſame toaſt; but a few of chem, as 
as well as Mr. Jones, only lifted the glaſs to 
their lips and taſted a few drops. 

After that new toaſts, or healths, were al. 
ed for, and the glaſſes were quickly emptied, 
but the moſt reaſonable part of the company 
only ſipped a little every time, and drank as 
much as they could without N their 
health, | 

A certain young man, pho was 0 fooliſh as 
to believe, that there was ſomething noble and 


manly i in being able to drink much, remarked 


that Mr. Jones had not emptied = claſs when 
the toaſt came to him. 

Very well, Mr. Jones, fail he, Ci 
I believe you paſs the. bottle without filling 
your glaſs, fye for ſhame. 
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c Why ſhould I be aſhamed, anſwered Mr. 


Jones, have I done ſomething wrong ? 


You are very right to be ſure, ſaid the other; | 
but when one is in company it is ridiculous te 


be ſingular. But, continued Mr. Jones, why 


muſt I drink? Is it to raiſe or nt my 


ſpirits ? 

Certainly, faid the drinker, to raiſe your 
ſpirits ; you ſee how lively I am, and all the 
honeft fellows who drink with me. 

Allow me then, returned Mr. Jones, to 
drink juſt as much as agrees with me, and I 
ſhall be in a very good humour, but if I am 


| perſuaded to drink more, I ſhould to-morrow 


paſs a very uncomfortable day. 
The young man laughed, and ridiculed his 


prudence, but he was not to be moved by a 
' fooliſh laugh, and let them puſh about the 
glaſs and drink freſh toaſts without forgetting 
his reſolution. 

They had not gone on long at this rate, be- 
fore thoſe who had drank moſt, loſt the uſe of 
their reaſon. They all ſpoke loud together, ſo 


that the confuſion of voices in the room ſoon 
became almoſt inſupportable. Some began to 
chatter, and to tell all their ſecrets, which, as 


| long as they were ſober, they had very care- 


fully concealed, Others, who were always f ſe- 
13 rious 
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rious when they were ſober, ſaid ſuch. abſurd, 
fooliſh things, that even the children could not 
kelp laughing. Several began to quarrel, and 
it is impoſſible to ſay were they might have 
ended, if the profeſſor, and a few more rational 
people, had not been very anxious to calm theſe 
hot heads. Mrs. Jones was very uneafy 
during this tumult, and looking, every now 
and then at her huſband, ſhe ſighed out her 
wiſh to get away. For the honeſt fellows were 
now fo elevated, that no one was ſheltered from 
inſult. One of her neighbours had already 
thrown a glaſs of burgundy on her ruffle, be- 
cauſe his hand ſhook ſo that he could not carry 
it to his mouth, and. ſhe was every moment in 
fear leſt he ſhould throw one over her gown. 

Luckily her uneaſineſs did not laft a long 
time. She ſaw her ſervant in the. hall, who. 
made ſigns that the coach was ready. She 
then ſlipped out quietly with her huſband and. 
children, and returned home to reſt, 
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THE next morning Mr. Jones and his 
family roſe at their uſual hour, and all were 
cheerful and well. Poor Mary only had cauſe 

to complain, that ſhe had paſſed a very reſt- 
leſs night and roſe with a head-ache. She aid 
that her hair was fo troubleſome ſhe could not 
fleep ve minutes together, and ſhe faid in a 
ſorrowful voice, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould not ſoon be 
again under the hands of the hair-dreſſer. Mrs. 
Jones now went to- manage her family affairs, 
Mary and Charles to their maſter, and Mr. 

Jones to the counting houle, where he did bu- 

ſineſs for ſome hours. 

After he had done he went to the 3 
and called on ſome of the perſons, with whom 
he had been in company the evening before. 
He was not admitted at the firſt houſe, becauſe 
the ſervant ſaid his maſter was ſtill in bed, and 
was ſo ſick he was obliged to take ſeveral 
draughts of camomile tea, The ſecond perſon 
he viſited was only juſt riſen, though it was near 
Tr” - twelve 
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twelve o'clock, He was fitting in an arm 
chair, and looked as pale as death. : 
Mr. Jones aſked him how he did this morn- 
ing? ; 

Very, very ſick, ſaid he, 1 drank too much 
yeſterday. I have often refolyed to be moder- 
ate, for I am not very fond of wine, but one is 
led away by example. When I am in com- 
pany where they puſh” the bottle round, and 
call me a milkſop, to avoid being laughed 
gat, and to look like a man, I imitate them 
and forget my reſolution. I drink one glaſs, 
and another, and another, thinking always that 
one more cannot be of much conſequence. 80 
I go on till the ſpirit mounts into my brain, and 
then I ſcarcely know or care what I do. But 
I feel it with a vengeance afterwards, here. 
( He now ſtruck his fiſt againſt his head,) ſay- 
ing, am I not a fooliſh weak man, who cannot - 
govern myſelf? To tickle. my palate for a few 
moments and to avoid the ridicule of fools, I 
make myſelf ſick and out of humour for whole 
days together, and bring on an early old 
age, I am reckoned an old man before my 
time; every day ſome feaſt occurs, and I go to 
one to forget the pain I ſuffered from the 
other. Look at my red face, and ſee my legs, 
35 begin to lwell, I am almoſt afraid I Mall fall 

B 4 - | into 


but follow your example! 


E 


i into a droply 3 ; this is a miſerable day- for © 


me; my head aches as if it would burſt, and 1 
am ſo ſtupid, I ſhall not be able to do any buſi- 


neſs to-day. This morning my ſtomach was 
ſo ſqueamiſh, I could not touch a bit of break- 


faſt, and I know I ſhall not reliſh a morſel all 


day; and when I think of the thoughtleſs ex- a 


preſſions I let drop yeſterday, and how many 
acquaintance I have offended by my filly jokes, 
I am ready to ſtamp with indignation againſt 
myſelf.— But you look very well. : 


Ves, anſwered Mr, Jones, I never was in 
better health in my life. The company and 
the ſight of my friends happineſs has raiſed my 
ſpirits, and the few glaſles of wine I drank 


did me more good than harm. I roſe at my 


uſual hour, and have already done my buſineſs 


in the counting-houſe. 


You are a happy man. - and I now wool 
that I remarked your moderation yeſterday, 
and that you did not drink- more than you 
thought neceſſary to raiſe your ſpirits without 
heating your brain. You are a ſober man, 

you practiſed a little ſelf-denial and now you 


have your reward; your head is light, and do 


you not every moment bite your lips to think 


what an irreſolute fool I was? If I could 


It 
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It. has Tong been a fixed principle of mine, 
continued Mr. Jones, that whoever: will enjoy 
health and content, muſt be moderate. I., in 
general, drink three glaſſes; and, in com- 
pany, four. And when I have drank theſe 
I have done, though they bring in a variety 
of the richeſt wines, If I found out that 
drinking more than one glaſs affected my 
head or ſtomach, I would be content with 
one. 

The other ſhook him bo the hand, and 
aſſured him that he would try to do ſo too. 
Mr, Jones then. wiſhed that. he might not. 
again forget his reſolution, and left him to- 
pay another viſit, He called on Mr. Good- 
man,. and found him too unwell.. He: rubbed- 
his forehead,, and complained of lowneſs of 
| fpirits and heavineſs. Mr. Jones was ſur- 
priſed,, becauſe he had obſerved that Mr. 
Goodman was a very fober man, and he 
expreſſed his aſtoniſhment, ſaying, you drank- 
very little wine, why are you: ſick. 

As to the wine, I drank very e 
ſaid Mr. Goodman; but thoſe artificial high- 
ſeaſoned diſhes do not agree with my ſtomach. 
And is it to be wondered at? The cook 
mixes a number of things brought from the 
Eaſt and Weſt Indies, Germany, France and 

. Italy 
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Italy, together, without thinking what effect 


this mixture will have on our ſtomachs, or 


how injurious it is to the blood; if it tickles _ 


the palate, they are fatisfied. Is it -poſlible 
that ſuch a hodge-podge ſhould digeſt, or that 


ſuch artificial compoſitions ſhould not .injure 
the blood, and interrupt the ſimple: courſe of 
nature? Believe me, Mr. Jones, made diſhes 
are ſubtle poiſons. If T was daily to indulge - 
myſelf with them, I believe, that in a few 
years I ſhould fall into ſome lingering diſ- 
order, or grow melancholy. I am never fo 
well as when I have beef or - mutton” ſimply 


dreſſed, and plenty of TON What do 


you fay ? 

You are perfectly right, Gear Sir, an- 
iwered Mr. Jones, my food is always very 
ſimple; I never have dainties, or two kinds 


of meat at my table, except I have com- 
pany: and, even then, I take care not to 


eat more than uſual becauſe there is a variety 


of dainties; for if there are twenty diſhes 
before me, I chooſe the moſt ſimple to make 
h my meal of, that 1 may. not become- heavy 
and unable to exerciſe. my mind. My chil- 
' dren are accuſtomed to the ſame” fare, they 
5 ſeldom drink tea or coffee; and I really be- 
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lieve, that their health and Oy ariſes from 
temperance. 

This gave Mr. 8 an e to 
ſpeak of his children; and, from his children, 
the converſation inſenſibly turned to his 
ſchool. For Mr, Goodman being the uſher 
of a grammar ſchool, the greater part of Co JE 
labour devolved on him. | 

Have many learned men been educated at 
your ſchool? aſked Mr. Jones. 

Of learned men, ſaid he, I cannot 8 
boaſt, my learning is not very extenſive; 
but this I may fay, that ſeveral young men 
have left our ſchool, of whom I am not aſhamed 
to own that I had a hand in their education. 
T have however two aſſiſtants, who are worthy 
_ induſtrious men; it would be ſtrange if the 
boys did not improve when they are fo 
_ attended to. CY | 

r. Jones received ſo much pleaſure from : 

1 „ company, that he would i 
have converſed ſtill longer with him if he 
had not heard the clock ſtrike one before he 
thought it was near dinner time, He ſtarted 
up and faid, I am very ſorry to leave you; 
but I muſt haſten home to give my family, 
by my exactneſs, an example of punctuality. - * 
. Good 
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Good morning; ; pray recollect, whenever 


buſineſs calls you to Briſtol, that I ſhall be glad 
to ſee you. 


CHAP, XXVII. 


3 


WHEN Mr. Jones returned he was wit- 


neſs to a very diſagreeable ſcene. As he 
paſſed by the parlour door, he heard a very 


loud voice and angry tone; he opened the door, 
and ſaw a woman with his wife, ſhe foamed 
with rage, and was loading her with abuſe. 


He had ſcarcely entered the room, when his 


wife caught his hand, and ſaid, 1 am glad you 


are come 
What does all his mean, . aſked Mr. Jones. 


Do not aſk me, ſaid Mrs. ne I cannot 
teli you now. | 


Ves, cried the furious woman, firiking 


her fiſt on the table, I will ſoon let you ſee 


with whom you have to do; you will not 


— 


| he to treat me lo again. IP think, in- 


deed, | 


: 45 . 
| feed, becauſe you are a rich merchant's 
wife, you may treat, as you pleaſe, a poor 
. perſon without being called to account, 
Your ſervant—it ſhall coſt you dear, I pro- 
miſe you, you will have reaſon to remember 
me. . | i 
Good woman, faid Mr. Jones, what is 
the matter? do you forget that you are in a 
decent houſe? if. you have any complaint to 
make, if you have been uſed ill, moderate 
your anger, and let me hear quietly what it 
is. | | IE 5 
Moman. Be ſo good as not to ſpeak To 
_ warmly yourſelf, Mr. Jones. Begin by re- 
_ proving your wife, then you may ſpeak to 
me Dt Cn 7 he 
Mr. Jones. But what has my wife done ? 
Woman. She is a wicked woman, can 
you aſk what ſhe has done? Is ſhe not a 
back-biter? Did ſhe not fay that I was a 
diſorderly woman, who neglected my family, 
and drank all I could earn or beg? And if it 
was true, what buſineſs had ſhe with it 
does ſhe give me the money to buy it with? 
Mr. Jones. But, perhaps my wife did 
not ſay ſo; from whom did you hear it:! 
Woman, Oh, your ſervant—aſk ſuch queſ- 
tions of a fool, I am ſatisfied that I had it 


% * 
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from good authority; and you need not 
trouble yourſelf to enquire from whom 1 
heard it, Con ͤ 
Ur. Jones. Good woman, to cut the 
matter ſhort, let me know who told you, and 
I will examine into the foundation of this 
; buſtle. If- not, you had better go home; 
| J and if you have any real cauſe for complaint, 
| you may apply to me whenever you pleaſe, 
| Woman. If you muſt know it—I heard 
BY it at little James's houſe, | 
Mr. ones. Very well, I will enquire 
into the affair; and if I find that you have 
deen cenſured unjuſtly, we will try to make 
you fome amends, and my wife will aſk your 
pardon; for ſhe never perſiſts in an error. 
Are you fatisfied with this promiſe ? 
The woman would {till have gone on 
: ſcolding; but Mr. Jones having threatened 
1 to ſend for a conſtable, tv ſhew_her the way 
out of the houſe, ſhe did not think it ſafe to 
ſtay any longer. After uttering ſome more 
vulgar expreſſions, ſhe went out, and flung 
the door ſo violently back, that all the win- 
dows rattled. Poor Mrs. Jones threw her- 
ſelf, pale and trembling, on a ſofa. Mr. 
Jones too was a little diſconcerted; he ſeated 


himſelf by his wife, preſſed her hand, and, 
5 0 „ after 
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after a few moments ſilence, ſaid, my dear, 


hr have you done to exaſperate this fury? 

I will tell you all I know, anſwered Mrs. 
Jones. That woman worked for me; but 
ſhe was ſo careleſs, and required fuch an ex- 


travagant price for what ſhe did, that J deter- 


mined to make fome enquiries concerning 


her character, and heard that ſhe was 2 


drunkard; and, in ſhort, a woman who had 


no ſound principles, or notions of order or 
religion, At the fame time Mrs. Sandford, 
whom I mentioned to you, was recommended 


to me as an induſtrious reſpectable woman, 


who had ſeen better days. I then left her 


ſhop, - and went to employ. Mrs. Sandford; 


I ſuppoſe ſhe has heard of this, and came to 


vent her ſpleen on me. I may have men- 


| tioned her vices; for I was ſorry to hear 


that a woman, who could have maintained 


her family in a creditable manner, led ſuch a 


diſorderly life. But, if 1 have ſpoken of it, 
it muſt have been in this room, for you 


know TI never mention things of this kind 
out of my own family; becauſe I think 


that the faults of our neighbours ſhould 


only be expoſed to .our family and friends 
by * of example, and not made the 
5 | amuſement 
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e of thoſe. idle hours when ac 
quaintance meet. 


I now recollect, replied Mr. Janes, that 
you ſaid ſomething of this kind to me, when 


you came home from Mrs. Sandford's ; but 


it makes me very. uneaſy to find, that what 


we ſay amongſt ourſelves ſhould be re- 


peated- There muſt be 4 tell. tale in our 
| houſe; and I ſhall not be eaſy ys IT find 


out who it is. 


He! then ſat down a wrote to the father 


of little James, who was the favourite play- 
fellow of Charles, and related the whole ac- 


cident,. requeſting him to enquire which of 
his family had told the ſtory, and. from whom: 


they had heard it. 
He returned. for anſwer, that es: maid. 


had been goſſipping with the woman at her 


ſhop, and repeated to her what James had: 


told her; Charles had mentioned it to him 


when they were playing together. | 

Mr. Jones inſtantly ſent for Charles, and 
related, with a diſturbed countenance and 
voice, in what a difagreeable ſituation - he 
found his poor mother. Charles was ready 


to ſhed tears when he ſaw his mother ſeated, 


| ip and enn on the ſofa ; 3. he ran to 
her 


On A no wi 


5 * 

der and kiſſed her, ſaying, pray do not vex 
yourſelf leſt you ſhould grow ſick. 

But, aſked Mr. Jones,. do you know Who 
is the cauſe of all this vexation? — Thou 
art Thou haſt repeated, out of the houſe, 
what thy mother mentioned in confilrnewy 
$0 me. | 
I, anſwered Charles, how could I re- 
peat it out of the houſe * how could. you 
think ſuch. a thing, dear father! I have 
never ſpoken. a word. to this wicked woman 
in my life. | 

I believe you, — his Sub, but | 
you have repeated that to James, which your 
mother confidentially imparted to me, which. 
ſhe ſpoke in the ear of hen friend; 
Charles was confuſed, and owned that he 
had mentioned it to Jatnes; but he did not 
ſuppoſe that he would have been fo ill-natured. 
as to bave told it to the woman again. 
Ne merely did. what you had done before, 
ſaid Mr. Jones; he only told the maid, and did 
not ſuppoſe that ſhe would have mentioned it 
again. But ſhe carried. it to che woman's: 


This account fri ghtened and aſtoniined poor 
Charles. He wet his ſick mother's* hand 
with his tears, and begged her to forgive him, 
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for that he did not mean any harm, nor could 


have gueſſed the conſequence of his folly. 
A ſervant then entered, and aſked if they 


- would not have the dinner brought up, for 
that it had been ready above two hours, and 


was almoſt dried to a chip before the fire. 
Mrs. Jones waved her hand for him to leave 

the room, and ſunk again on the ſofa, ſaying, 

1 cannot reliſh a bit to day—that woman has 


taken away my appetite. 


Nor do I care for any things ſaid Mr. 
Jones. 

Now Charles wept bitterly, and begged his 
parents to taſte ſomething. 

Why, aſked Mr. Jones do you with us to 
eat, it would do us more harm than good. See, 
thoughtleſs child, all this vexation has been gcc 
ſioned by your tattling. 

Charles was ready to ſink into the th 


| with trouble, for he ſincerely loved his parents; 
pet, he now ſaw that he had made his mo- 
ther fick and his father uneaſy, This ſight 


gave him great pain, and he promiſed to be 


more careful, and never to repeat again the 
- converſations he heard in the family. 


I believe, ſaid his father, that you are very 
ſorry for the trouble you have cauſed us. I 


| perceive ny that you have made a firm reſo- 


lution 


| 19 J | 
lution never to chatter fo idly any more; but E 
do not yet know whether you can keep your 
word. I muſt for ſome time conſider you as 


a child who has betrayed his father and mo- 


ther, and ſend you out of the room when 
we are ſpeaking of any thing we with to 1 
ſecret. Is not that reaſonable ? 

Charles acknowledged his fault, ſobbing, and 
again begged his mother not to vex herſelf, or 
it would make him cry his eyes out.—He 
then went to bob for his ſiſter, to tell her all 
that had happened, how pale his mother looked, 
and how angry his father was, —and prayed 
her to take care and not tell any family fecrets 
to her couſin Charlotte, left ſhe ſhould alfo vex 
her parents. . She promiſed him, and he gave 


her his hand, ſaying, that in future, he would 


be careful not to talk for the lake of talking. 
They had now, only to conſider how they 


ſhould ſilence this troubleſome woman. Mr. 
Jones knew very well that all his wife had ſaid 


was true; yet he did not wiſh to expoſe her 
again to the fury of ſuch a woman. He went 
to her himſelf, and offered her a guinea, if ſhe 
would hold her tongue and let the matter 
drop; but declared he would proceed againſt 
her to the uttermoſt rigour of the law if ſhe 


preſumed to come to his houſe again, The 
f woman 
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woman knew very well that her conduct would 


not bear examination, and fearing to loſe more 


cuſtomers, ſhe was glad to accept of the 1 
and e to be quiet. 


e H A P. XXVII. 


TH following morning Mr. Jones received 


a note from. the profeſſor, in which he requeſt- 
ed him to ſpend that afternoon with them in 


his father - in· law's garden. He aſſured him, 


that he had been much mortified on his wed- 


ing day, in not being able to enjoy the ſociety 


of his friends.. He added, that he now had only 
invited his particular friends to paſs one cheer- 


ful afternoon in friendly converſation: before 


his departure. 
Mr. Jones had really ſome buſineſs to ſettle, 


and was not willing to put it off, while the de- 


ſire of converſing with fo many ſenſible men, 


the greater part of whom were to depart the 


next day, gained the upper hand, and moved 


him to _—_ the invitation. 
The 


EN 4 


The queſtion now was whether he ſhould 


take the children wirh him. His heart in- 
clined him take them, becauſe he loved them 
tenderly; but he wiſhed firſt to know, if they 
had behaved in ſuch a manner as to deſerve this 
reward, He applied to his wife. She gave a 
very favourable account of Mary ; and added 
that for ſome days paſt ſhe had been perfectly 
ſatisfied with her conduct. She had been very 
induſtrious and on the watch to pleaſe ; nay, 
that ſhe had with pleaſure remarked that ſhe 
had been more attentive to keep her perſon 
clean and her clothes in order. Mr. Jones ex- 
preſſed the pleaſure this account gave him, 


and inſtantly determined that Mary ſhould be 


of the party. But what ſhall” we do with 
Charles ? 

1 ſhould gladly take him with us too, for 
he has behaved very well ever ſince he pro- 


miſed to govern his tongue; but the time of 


trial is not yet expired. As we are to be 
<mongft friends, we may converſe abaut things 
which ſhould not be repeated, and if he was ta 
tattle again, we might be involved in freſh 
troubles. Mrs. Jones was of the ſame opinion, 
and it was agreed that Charles oy ſtay at 
home this evening. 


Mary 
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Mary. was now_ informed that they were , 


going to drink tea in a beautiful garcen, and 
that they would take her with them, if her 
drawers and cloſet were in order. . 
Oh, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, you will not catch 
them in confuſion again, I believe. I firſt 
tried to keep them -in- order to pleaſe my mo- 
ther and to avoid the dreadful · pain I felt when 
I was left at home alone, and now I find it is fo 


pleaſant to know where to find any thing [ 


want, that I will never be careleſs any more. 
Al. my commands have the ſame tendency, ſaid 


her mother, I aſſiſt your weak mind, and I am 


endeavouring to make you wiſe and happy, 
when I deny you any preſent pleaſure, for'you 
are yet too young to know what is really good. 


She then looked over her-drawers, cloſet, and 


work baſket, and finding them all in order ſhe 
ſmiled ſo good humouredly on Mary, that ſhe 


was delighted, and catching hold of her hand, 


I will never be careleſs again that you may al- 
ways look at me as you'do now, and that I 
may never cry as bitterly as I did when I ſaw 
the coach drive off —Oh'!—that was a ſad day, 
I ſhall never forget it no, never! 

Aſterwards they called Charles, and aſked 
- him if he ſhould like to be of the party? Oh, 
yes, Oh yes, anſwered e in one breath. I 


believe | 


i oo 
believe you, ſaid his father, and it 1 add 

to my pleaſure if you partook of it. —But we 

are to meet a ſelect company, and may còn- 


verſe in an unreſerved manner about many 


things, which we ſhould not chooſe to have 
repeated to mere acquaintance. : 

Charles interrupted him, I never will in- 
deed, I never will repeat a converſation in. 
EI am not a tatler now. — 

I believe, continued his father, that you are 
firmly reſolved to govern your. tongue ; but be- 
fore I can truſt you, I muſt ſee proofs that you 
have conquered this fault, and bad habits are 
not overcome in a moment, you mult ſuffer 
for your folly or you would ſoon forget it. So 
the ſorrowful Charles was obliged to remain at 
home. He went to walk in the garden alone, 
and fitting down under a tree, he wept, and 
for an hour could think of nothing but his 


own folly ; then wiping his eyes and biting his 
tongue, he ſaid," I will teach you, Mr, Tongue, ; 


.to keep within my teeth. I ſhall remember, 


how many fad hours I owe to my own thought- 


leſſneſs. 
Mr. and Mrs. 8 with Mary in their 


hand, now walked to Clifton, and met ina pleaſant 


garden ſome intimate friends; beſides the pro- 


feſſor's . they ſaw Mr. Goodman, with | 


: his 
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His * and children, and the reſpectable old 


man, who had been the Profeſſor's benefactor. 


Fey drank coffee and eat cakes in a ſum- 
mer-houſe, and converſed without obſerving 


the charming garden they came to ſee. Mr. 


Jones found it very cloſe, and ſtood up, ſay- 
ing, of what uſe is that beautiful garden, if , 

we remain ſhut up in this room? Would it 
not be better to enjoy the freſh air, and ob- 


ſerve the various plants which grow there in ſuch 


abundance. The whole gompany owned they 


wiſhed to taſte the ſweet air, and breathe 
with more freedom; and they each took the 
companion affection or chance threw in 
their way. . | 

Mr. Jones took the Profeſſor's arm, and 
they walked up and down, converſing with - 
out reſerve, for they were ſincere honeſt 


men, who loved each other. Mr. Jones 


was heartily glad when the Profeſſor told 
him that he intended to take Mr. Good- 
man's ſon with him to Oxford and direct 
his ſtudies; his father, ſaid he, appears to 
me to be a very goad man. 


Ves, an excellent man, indeed fad the 


Profeſſor; if all the ſchoolmaſters I know 


did their duty as conſcientiouſly as he does, 


we ſhould ſoon have another kind of world. 


: L x0 3 
He is' as anxious about his ſcholars as if 
they were all his own children; and he 
never neglects them one day without the 
moſt preſſing neceſſity. He has ſuch an ad- 
mirable method, that we always rejoice 
when a ftudent comes from his ſchool : 
for we, n general, find them induſtrious, Or- 
derly young men, prepared to receive our 
inſtructions. | 
But the maſter and the other aſſiſtants, they 
ſhould not be forgotten in the praiſe you be- 
ſtow on the ſchool. 
No, anſwered the Profeſſor, they deferve- 
ſome, they are reſpectable; but Mr. Good- 
man has made them ſo by example and re- 
monſtrances - the ſchool was in a lamentable 
tate when he came to it. And, have you 
not heard of his writings? he is reckoned 
one of our beſt writers. He has lately 
publiſhed a book, which has been much 
admired. | | | 
Jam aſtoniſhed, ſaid Mr. Jones, when 
I éconverſed with him he never boaſted of 
his abilities and learning, nor even of the 
ſcholars he had formed; but praiſed thoſe 
who aſſiſted to conduct the ſchool, 
Ves, yes, continued the Profeſſor, that is his 
way. He is a very modeſt man. He fays nothing 
Vol, IL C N 


iz [6] 

of himſelf, and his own abilities; but dwells 
on all the good he obſerves in others; and, 
on this very account, I particularly eſteem 


him. If he had ſtill more learning and ſu- 


perior talents, and was always boaſting of 
them, and bringing them forward to notice, 
I ſhould not, I aſſure you, either reſpect or 
love him as I now do. All the qualities 
we poſſeſs, loſe above half their value when 
we praiſe ourſeh es. — And of what uſe is 
this' praiſe? Men need only be virtuous and 
do their duty, and others will hear of it with- 


out their telling them. A good horſe can- 


not praiſe himſelf; yet, I diſcover his good 
qualities, if I have only rode him a fingle 
hour. 5 | | 


While they were ſpeaking, Mr. Good- 


man himſelf happened to meet them. Mr, 
Jones went up to him with reſpe&t; and, 
_ cordially preſſing his hand, ſaid, worthy man, 
receive the homage due to your virtues! I 
have heard of your many virtues | I have heard 
of your talents, your benevolence and in- 
duſtry, though you were ſo filent; but even 
this modeſty increaſes my veneration. The 
praiſe we receive from others always reflects 
more honour an us than when we boaſt of our- 
ſelves, ] perceive, anſwered Mr, Goodman, 
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that the Profeſſor has been talking of me; 
he loves me, and always diſcovers more 
merit in me than any one elſe can, I fear. 
They then entered into a friendly diſpute ;z _ 
and 'Mr. Goodman turned the converſation, 
with his uſual modeſty, ſaying, it is our 5% 
duty and happineſs to be as good as we can, 
and be more careful to correct our faults 
than boaſt of our good qualities or virtues, 
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MARY . chatted during this time with 
little Emilia, Mr. Goodman's daughter, who 
gave her a deſcription of every thing re 
markable in her village and houſe. Amongſt 

other things, ſhe ſaid, that her preſent mo- 
ther was not her own mother; but a ſtep- 
mother: her own mother, ſhe ſaid ſorrow- 
fully, ſhe had never known, becauſe ſhe died 
When ſhe was an infant. 

A ſtep- mother, do you lay ? renlied Mary, 
quite ſurprized, a ſtep- mother — poor child! 

| | | KS >: I have 
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T have always heard that ſtep-mothers were 


very cruel; that they beat poor children, 
and do not give them enough to eat. 
Do not believe ſuch ſtories, dear Mary, 
anſwered Emilia! I remember I heard the 
ſame thing, but I found it very different, 
It is poſſible there may have been many cruel 
ſtep-mothers; and, for that reaſon, I wiſh 


that all good children may keep their own 


parents; but my ſtep-mother is certainly 
the beſt woman in the world. She has her 
own children, and my mother's, but ſhe loves 
us as well as her own. The cakes and 
fruit ſhe diſtributes amongſt us are always 
in equal ſhares; when they are naughty 
they are always puniſhed as ſeverely as I am, 
when I am' careleſs or neglect my work. 
She has only once given me a blow; and [ 
am aſhamed to tell you that I deſerved it; 


for telling her a lie, and perſiſting in it, though _ 


ſhe took me gently by the hand, and told 
me what a dreadful thing a lie was. And 
this is her uſual method; ſhe melts me by 
her kindneſs, and I promiſe to try to become 
better ; for I know now that I acquired 
ſome bad habits before my father married 
again. What then would have become of 
me if I had not had a ſtep-mother? My 


OWn 


1 


own mother was gone to Heaven.—l never 


ſaw her, though my father ſays I ſucked her 
milk till a few days before ſhe died: but my 


ſtep- mother had pity on me, and has taught 
me to read and work ; nay, ta tell truth and be 
orderly—my father loves me twice as well 


as he did=and I do love my father, though 


people ſay I am paſſionate and have a bad 


temper. I wiſh to be good. And then, 


when 1 was fick, yes, very ſick, the fat up 

with me all night, and was ſo kind —who 

knows where I ſhould be now, but for her! 
While ſhe was ſpeaking, they met the 


gardener, John, ſaid ſhe, may I gather a 


noſegay ? My mother bid me always aſk 


you, leſt I ſhould gather ſome flowers your 


maſter ſet a particular value on, or any ou 
were ſaving for ſeed. 

You are very good, miſs, rene he; but 
you may pluck any you ſee in theſe left-hand 
beds, only do not touch my carnations ! She 
then ſought for ſome of the ſweeteſt flowers, 
and bound them up into a pretty noſegay. 
She ran to look for her ſtep- mother, as ſoon 


as Mary ſaid it was very pretty, and found 


her fitting. on a bank ; ſhe ſtuck the flowers 
haſtily in her boſom, and ſaid, with tears in 
her eyes, dear mother, 


n S 


A . * * 2 T 
— — 8 4 —— ln * n + ns 

2 LAY 7 IP 2 ned, woe! »__ 2 CIIEIET - = : bn 2 n * N 
S et tra > * „er 9 e 

T* FIR SIONS > WEE; e * 2 * - 

* * — — 7 A = _ > OR” N * — - * wat * 
A 2. — 3. 8 Mrs p PO * 2 5 
n 25 Ewen» - — 


i n : ne 
CSIR EOS. 


— Et 2 
4 
2 — — — a 
. IAIN 
K 


743 


„ % — ** 3 wi re © You I EV FS * 
. — = > See £ 
ee a eaten — _—_ — — vere. — : — — 
gy 8 5 . ERS r TOE 
mg eg En 1 I 
- wt ks, 8 *H v4.2 - . r hoo A K * 
£ KG Bos A | — 2 * 
— . RIG, 2D + ups" > Ares 


— 8 SIS 
kg = 8 
NT 
go 
— 


—— 
r 
„ et Ur 


EE 


Mrs. Jones did not meet with ſuch an 


agreeable companion. She walked with the 


ſiſter of the bride, whoſe converſation ſhe 
found very tireſome ; nay, it gave her great 


pain. She had been brought up by a rela- 
tion; and, in her childhood, been with 


thoughtleſs, idle people; and had learned 
from them the dreadful cuſtom of fander- 
ing, or ſpeaking ill of every body. Mrs. 
Jones did not yet know her evil propen- 
ſity; ſhe took her arm in a friendly man- 
ner, and ſaid, your ſiſter's marriage with 
ſuch a worthy man gave me great pleaſure. 
T congratulate you, and ſincerely wiſh. that 
they. may all their lives enjoy the happineſs 


they merit. Hannah, for that was the name 


of this malicious girl, thanked her coldly 
for the part ſhe took in the happineſs of her 
family. But, continued ſhe, with a ſneer- 
ing laugh, I know not whether the Doctor's 
| happineſs, or, if you pleaſe, the Profeſſor's, 
will be ſo very great. Now it is only the 
honey-moon, as the vulgar ſay, the ſky is 
full of ſtars. But when he has his wife at 


home a month or two, he will ſoon ſee what 


a fine choice he has made, I really do not 
know what he will do with her. She knows 


nothing of the management of a family, and 


ſne 


£ 3r ] 
the has ſuch a bad temper, God holy. thoſe 
who are to live always with her; for my part 
IJ am very glad that ſhe is now out of our 
houſe. The worthy Profeſſor will have 
trouble enough. with her; but then (ſhe 
laughed again) the worthy Profeſſor has no 
right to find fault with her. I know him, 
and know all his tricks. — I muſt not men- 
tion them—but—Mrs. Jones—Mrs. Jones, if 
you knew what. I know, you would form 
quite a different opinion of him, | 
Mrs. Jones now teſtified her ſurpriſe, and 
aſſured her that ſhe had never heard any 


thing but good of him and her ſiſter. Be- 


ſides, Mr. Goodman had praiſed them, and 
he was certainly a worthy ſenſible man. 
He may be a learned man, anſwered 
Hannah, but he is nothing more. He leaves 
all things at fixes and ſevens: and if any 
one will give him a glaſs of wine, he will 
fay all that is kind and good of them for it. 
IJ do not love to ſpeak ill of others; but I 
know very well what they ſay of his wife: 
ha! ha! ha! ſhe can ſkin a flint in the 
management of her houſe — you will ſee 
more ſunſhine than bread there, J hear. 
Mrs. Jones earneſtly endeavoured to de- 


fend her friends; for ſhe knew them, and 
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would not fuſer ſuch artful calumny to ſhake 
"Her good opinion. But the more ſhe de- 
fended their characters, the more ill this 
malicious girl faid of them. She turned the 
converſation on other perſons; and ſhe had 
ſomething bad to tell of every one. If ſhe 
could not inſtantly recolle& ſomething, ſhe 
turned up her noſe fo ſcornfully, that any 
one would have ſuppoſed that ſhe knew ſome- 
thing very bad of them. Mrs. Jones liſt- 
ened above half an hour to theſe malicious 


ſlanders, for ſhe could not ſtop her; unable 


to endure it any longer with patience, ſhe 
looked at her with contempt, and abruptly 
interrupted her. Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, 


you have recollected ſomething ill of every 


perſon you have mentioned; I ſhould be 
glad to hear you, juſt to turn the torrent, 
- ſay ſomething good of any of them. 

How can I help it, ſaid ſhe, if people 
are not better? How can I ſpeak well of 
them, when they have nothing good in 
them ? | 

What, continued Mrs. Jones, are you 


not aſhamed of yourſelf ! Have you heard 


nothing good of 'any of thoſe perſons you 
| have been calumniating? I love and eſteem 
them all, becauſe I know them to be good; but 

| 1 1 
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if I only believed half what you have ſaid of © 


them, they would ſink fo low in my opinion, 


they would forfeit the place they have in my 


eſteem; I ſhould be forced to deſpiſe them 
c AS being deſtitute of virtue and honour. Is 
not this deteſtable? Hannah! Hannah! if 
you robbed me of my watch or purſe, it 


would be very wrong; but it would not be 


ſo blameable an action as ſlandering, if you 
deprived me of my. reputation, and thus 
robbed me of my honour! However pre- 
cious my watch may be, I can purchaſe 
another if it is ſtolen; but gold cannot rub 
out the ſtains you might fix on my good 
name. But think how much you have in- 
jured yourſelf, How can I reſpect a perſon 
who has ſpoken in ſuch a ſtyle of her own 
ſiſter and brother? If I was to repeat to 
them, to Mr. Goodman, or any of the other 
perſons you have mentioned, only half what 
you have ſaid of them, what do you ſup- 
poſe would be the conſequence? 

What do you ſay, dear Madam? inter- 


tupted the frightened Hannah; ſurely you 


will not repeat what I have ſpoken to you, 
becauſe I confidered you as my friend,” 1 
did not mean any harm. 
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If I, anſwered Mrs. Jones, ſpare you, you 
will ſoon betray yourſelf, You will ſoon loſe 
every friend you have; all your acquaintance 
will fly from you, they will deſpiſe and loathe 
you. We lathe a flanderer as we do a veno- 
mous viper, 1, at leaſt, ſhall take care in fu- 
ture not to come ſo near you, leſt you ſhould 
again faſten on my ear, as you have done to- 
day, to inftill poiſon into my heart, For 
whoever ſpeaks ill to me of all the world, 
will certainly not ſpeak well of me when my 
back is turned, 

. Saying fo, ſhe haſtily left the e 5 
* ſtanding alone, not knowing what to do 
with herſelf, ſhe was ſo vexed. She walked 
angrily up and down the garden ; and, meet- 
ing her ſiſter, would have begun to ſpeak ill 
of Mrs. Jones; but ſhe would not hear her, 
and turned from her, ſaying, I know you, 
ſiſter; and I know Mrs. Jones, 1 have not 
time to liſten to you. 

This made her very angry; hen the 
whole company were cheerful, and walked 
about chatting and laughing, Hannah flew 
to a dark corner, and ſeated herſelf there, 
the prey of her own malice, 


* 
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MRS. Jones then walked round the gar- 
den to ſeek for a companion in whoſe conver- 
fation ſhe ſhould find more pleaſure, She 
firſt met Mary, who told her, with joy, what 
a good ſtep-mother Emilia had. A lit- 
tle after ſhe met the Profeſſor's godfather, 


who walked with her all round the garden, 


pointed out what was moſt beautiful, ex- 
- plained the nature of plants; and ſhewed 
her how carefully the ſeed was preſerved in 


them all, that nothing might periſh. He 
made Mary remark how the ſap circulated 


through their leaves and ſtalks, in the ſame 
manner as the blood through the human body; 
and, after converſing in this inſtructive man- 
ner, he went into the ſummer-houſe to reſt 
himſelf, and deſired them to purſue their 
walk. 

They turned out of the garden into a lit- 
tle inviting lane, and ſaw a woman ſitting 
ſpinning with three children round her. 


Mary obſerved them firſt, and ſaid to her . 


mother, pray look, what a naſty woman! 
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What dirty children! They have ſuch tattered 


clothes, are without ſtockings and ſhoes, and 

their feet are ſo black—O fy ! | 
Mrs. Jones whiſpered her in the ear, you 

muſt not ſo ſoon deſpiſe theſe poor people, 


my child; they may be very good, though 
they have ſcarcely rags enough to cover them, 


and are dirty. The bride's mother now 


looked out of the garden gate, and ſeeing - 


Mrs. Jones, advanced towards her. 

There is a look of goodneſs and honeſty 
in that woman's countenance which intereſts 
me, ſaid Mrs. Jones, addreſſing her. 

Yes, Madam, I always feel pleaſure when I 
paſs by her. There ſhe ſits all day fpinning 


or knitting to earn bread for her children; 


and when ſhe can get nothing to do ſhe 
comes to me to weed the garden. They 


have been at work in the garden to day, 
or the children would not look ſo dirty; for 
though they have but few clothes, ſhe keeps 
them clean. Look, there comes her huſpand; 


poor man, he loſt the uſe of his hands by 


working at a white- lead manufactory. He 
went into the hoſpital, and his wife ſold one 
thing after another to maintain him. I heard 


of her diſtreſs. Vou know I am not rich, and 
have a large family, but I let chem turn the 
| ERC houſe 


nt 


houſe in which I kept my garden-tools ir into 
a little dwelling ; and that women now main- 
tains her huſband and children. She is, in- 
deed, a good woman! I cannot bear to ſee 
the poor deſpiſed, or that people ſhould think 
themſelves better than them, becauſe they 


wear fine clothes, and have dainties to eat. 


And what would the rich do without the poor 2 


We ſhould be obliged to do all our work 


ourſelves. The garden you have admired 
would be covered with weeds, but for theſe 
little hands. What ſhould we do for linen 
and ſtockings, if the poor did not ſpin ? 
What a quantity of work I ſhould have to 
do! I muſt ſpin and knit for my. whole fa- 
mily, and take the rake and hoe to keep my 
garden in order. I fancy I ſhould not have- 
more time to attend to my dreſs than this 
poor woman. Indeed, ſhe is my ſuperior ; 
how many idle hours have I ſpent when ſhe 


has been toiling to do her duty, though deſ- 


ſpiſed by the world, God, the great Father 
of us all, ſees her virtues, and will reward 
them ;—nay, he even now rewards them. 
She has a contented heart; I often hear her 
ſinging at work, and ſhe enjoys good health. 
I have ſome of the comforts of life, but 
they all come from the labours of the poor. 
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I buy the wool they have ſpun, have it made 
into clothes, and ſend it to France and Hol. 
land, and the profit which ariſes from it ſup- 
ports my family. Pardon my warmth, dear 
Madam, I have ſtill in my mind the quarrel 
I had this morning with my unhappy daughter 
Hannah. Would you believe it, that weak 
girl called theſe poor people beggars ; but I 
did not let her fooliſh pride paſs unreproved, 


| Whom do you call beggars? ſaid. I. Did 


you acquire your own fortune? If your 
father had not been as induſtrious, and Juckier 
than this honeſt man, you would be as poor 
as theſe children. If their clothes are not 
good, they are well patched, which proves 
that they ſpend their time better than you 
do, who fit half the day before the glaſs curling 


your hair. If they could employ as much 
time about their perſons as you do, and were 


not obliged to work from morning till night 
to earn their bread, their clothes would be 
in better order than yours are, I will ven- 
ture to ſay, I own that they want manners ; 
but where ſhould they learn manners, who 
have never converſed with well-educated peo- 
ple? However, they are civil and good-na- 
_ tured, and that is far preferable to the inſin- 


| cere compliments you uſe, who praiſe people 


to 


VVV 


to their faces, and ridicule them when their 


backs are turned. If you call this good 
breeding, I heartily wiſh my e had 
never been ſo well bred. 

Mrs. Jones drew near to the good woman, 


and entered into converſation with her in the 


moſt friendly manner; enquired about her 
huſband's illneſs, the age of her children, and 
what ſhe intended to do with them. The 
woman was quite delighted with her attention, 
and gave an account of her diſtreſs in ſuch 
ſimple words, that Mrs. Jones's eyes filled 
with tears. God fits the back to the bur- 
den, Madam, ſaid ſhe, and when he takes 
away one ſupport gives another; when my 
huſband could no longer work, Madam here 
gave us a houſe, and while I have health 
my babes ſhall not want a bit of bread, 
praiſed be God for it: and my huſband too 
earns a little matter by carrying meſſages to 
Briſtol ; he has no hands to carry parcels 
with, for, bleſs your heart, he is as weak as 
a child! We cut his meat for him, and help 
him on with his clothes; and he richly, de- 
ſerves all we can do for him. You would 


not ſee us in this plight if he could work. 


—Yes, he was always a ſober man; I never 
had to follow him to an ale-houſe, as ſome 
| | poor 
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poor women are obliged to do, with a babe 
crying at their breaſt, thank God for it! 
And now he cannot work, . he reads good 
books to us, ſo my children will havg, a little 


learning, and not be. brought up like brutes. 


Mary was then aſhamed of herſelf, for having 
deſpiſed ſuch good people, whom her mother 
treated with ſo much reſpect; beſides, ſhe had 
liſtened attentively to the account which the 
Lady had given of this poor woman's diſ- 
treſs, and how: ſhe loved her huſband and 


children—fſhe heard her ſay that. God loved 


her :—She then bluſhed for her folly, and 
trembled leſt her mother ſhould mention it, 
and compare her with the fooliſh proud Hannah. 
Creeping behind her mother, ſhe advanced to 
the children, began to talk to them, and 
ſlipped all the money ſhe had in her pocket 
into a little girl's hand, bidding her not for 
the world to ſay a word of it to her mother 
till the was out of the garden, 

Mrs. Jones then took leave of this woman, 
ſaying, I will ſend your children fome clothes 
before the cold weather comes on; and do 
you continue to be as induſtrious as you 
have been hitherto, and you will be content, 
as content as I am. The things I moſt value 


are a good conte and health, a ſober 
ans, 


nk WS „ „ Uo%* 


+ — 


6 r 
huſband, and good children —and you have all 
theſe: Money never purchaſed contentment. 
If, with my fortune, I had a weak conſtitu- 


tion, or a bad huſband, T ſhould wiſh myſelf - 


in your ſituation ſpinning at a wheel. 

The poor woman was affected ſhe preſſed 
Mrs. Jones's hand, and faid, Thank you, kind 
Madam, may God bleſs you and your chil- 
dren, bs h 

Mrs. Jones had ſcarcely turned her back, 
when the poor woman ſaid to her children, 
Gracious heart, what a pretty ſpoken gentle- 
woman that is——how good-natured—ſhe has 
not a bit of pride in her; and the little Miſs, 
ſhe is as good-tempered as an angel, 

Do you hear, Madam, faid the Lady of 
the houſe to Mrs. Jones, what that poor 
woman fays? Your converſation with her 


has raiſed you highly in my eſteem; you 


have given her_more pleaſure than if you had 


haughtily thrown her a guinea, It muſt be 


dreadfully mortifying to poor people to ſee the 
rich enjoy ſo many things which they are obliged 


to do without, and to feel that they are ri- 
diculed and deſpifed, becauſe they have them 


not; and it would not be ſurpriſing if ſuch 
treatment rouſed their hatred—for a worm 
will turn again when it is trodden on. But 


4 


* 


PPFT ER ee Es LE” IR 


— 
* 


if 


— 


* — Y 
— 4E 


e 5 Ss + * ear 

S 

— WL — y - 
PPT ASS, 


8 
ö 


2 ut. — 
* —— — 
A ak FS -4-4. 3: hs 
2 _ ** q 
2 n g 
— * n = 
* — — 
2 NA 


e 1 EA AZ n = - 
CERES ͤ ⁵Ä—. 1 
* ——— 3 4 * 8 


3 
2 7 
3 


. 
a friendly look, a few kind words, will gain 
their hearts—make their cares lighter. They 
wiſh us to remember that we all deſcended 
from the ſame parents—all 88 up to the 

ſame God. 

The day now began to ſhut in; it was 
twilight, and preparations were made for a 

moderate ſupper, of which they all partook, - 23 

except Hannah, who retired to her own room, | 


'. pretending that ſhe had got the tooth-ache, . 
They all ſeemed to be glad of her abſence, be- ws 
cauſe they knew that in- company ſhe did no- | 1 
thing but pry into every converſation to gather fo 

| ſomething which ſhe could tell again, and = 
to find matter to feed her malicious ſpirit. fo 
She was a poor unhappy creature; they who Fe 
are eager to find faults in others have ſeldom 8 
many good qualities of their own, They ſpent . 
the evening ſo pleaſantly, no one thought, b 
of going home till it ſtruck twelve; then 1 
they were obliged to ſeparate, and took leave 1 
of each other with aſſurances of friendſhip and ” 
remembrance, | ſi 
| | ; Al 
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THE frequent amuſements in which Mr. 
Jones's family had been engaged for ſome time ll. 
paſt, interrupted too much their regular em- | | 

ployments. Charles had not done carefully i 
what his maſter every day required; Mary's 

work was left unfiniſhed ; Mrs. Jones had 

ſeveral things to do in the family, and Mr, 

Jones many accounts to ſettle, which made him 

ſay, to his wife and children, we have lately _ 
enjoyed much pleaſure, perhaps more than we : 
_ ought, becauſe we have neglected our neeſſary | 
employments. But now it is proper to ſet 
bounds to amuſements, and return to our 
employments with freſh vigour ; elſe we ſhall 
loſe by degrees all deſire for employment, 
and our whole family would then fall into 
ſuch diſorder, that we ſhould no longer find 
any comfort in it. 

He deſired Charles, after he had given this | * 
caution, to prepare his exerciſe, and went 1 
himſelf to his counting-houſe. | 8 
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At firſt the chiliren did not mach reliſh 
work ; and even Mr. Jones himſelf found it 
more troubleſome than uſual; but impercep- 
tibly ory thing returned - into its former 
order. Every one fulfilled his daily taſk, 
and even Mr. Noel grew every day more and 
more induſtrious. They all found themſelves 
very well, and were convinced that regular 


employments afford more real ſatisfaction than 


continual amuſements and feaſts, 

This order was not interrupted till the mid- 
dle of October, when the two maids begged 
Mrs, Jones to let them go to a fair in a 


neighbouring village. Scarcely were they 


gone out of the houſe, when the man-ſervant 
entered, and- burſting into a violent fit of 
crying,” he could only .bring out, What ſhall 
I do! What ſhall I do! Mrs. Jones was 
alarmed, and afked him what ailed him ; but 
he could only anſwer, They ſay my father 
is dying. Mr. Jones pitied the poor man, 
and aſked, if he deſired to ſee and nurſe him 
during his illneſs? O yes! O yes! ſaid the 
man, let me but ſee him before he dies, or 
I ſhall never know a happy day again ! Mr. 
Jones then inſtantly gave' him leave to go, 
ſaying, I would rather do all your work 


myſelf than keep you from your ſick father. 
| N Go. 
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Go, and nurſe him; and aſk my wife for 
ſomething to take with you to revive him. 
The ſervant haſtened away with his pockets 
full of nouriſhing things for the poor ſick 
man. | 
The ſervants having left every thing i in 
order, they fared tolerable well the remainder 
of the day; but the next morning, when 
Mary was going to waſh herſelf, ſhe found 


no water, and was obliged to go to the i 


pump for it herſelf, trembling from head to 
foot. The children now felt the abſence of 
the ſervants, and how much they were in- 
debted to them for waiting on them. When 
breakfaſt time came, the milk was brought; 
but there were no clean baſons to put it in, 
and the children muſt drink out of thoſe in 
which ſome milk remained ſince the day be- 
fore, or waſh them themſelves. When they 
entered the parlour every thing was in diſ- 
order, and out of its place: all ſtood as they 
had left them the night before; the floor 
was covered with crumbs, bits of paper, and 
duſt ; in ſhort, it looked like a dwelling in 
which idle people lived, 


Mrs. Jones faid, that to-day he muſt duſt. 


and ſweep the room herſelf, ſince no one 


thought of doing it for her, 
The 
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The children, who dearly loved their mother, 
would not ſuffer her to do 0 but began to 


work themſelves. 


Mary took the broom and ſwept it . | 


with ſome labour ; and Charles put the things 
in order, 

Meanwhile the wind 5 and made the 
panes rattle; and the patcering of the rain 
and hail- rendered it {till more dreary. The 
poor children's teeth chattered, their fingers 
were ſtiff with cold, and they aſked their 
mother, if they were not to have a fire 
to-day ! 

I ſhould be very glad of a fire, ſhe re- 
plied, but I have nobody to light it, If 
then you do not chooſe. to ſtand trembling, 
you muſt contrive to make a fire yourſelves, 

Charles lighted ſome matches, and put them 
into the grate, but they went out : he tried 
again, and ſometimes the wood caught fire; 
but they had not placed the cinders properly to 
admit air to draw up the blaze, ſo it went out 
again; the wood did not burn. Mary aſliffed 
as well as ſhe could; but as ſhe had never 
lighted. a fire before, ſhe did not know how 
to make it properly, ſo her help was of no 
avail, They ftood trembling and crying til} 
Charles's maſter luckily came in, and told 

them 


„„ 

them how they ought to place the wood, 
and pile the cinders lightly over it, ſo as to 
acmit the air; and not heave a quantity of 


freſh coals on, which were damp and would | | 1 : 
not readily burn, till the flame had ſome | * 1 
ſtrength to curl round them. | - Mk 
They were now comfortable and warm; 1 
the children rubbed their hands, rejoicing Fl 
and ſaying, now we have lighted it, we will Wl: b 
not ſoon ſtir out of the warm room. But Wt 
ſcarcely was Charles ſeated by the. ſide of his 9 i 
maſter, when Mr. Jones entered with ſome \ 
letters in his hand, which muſt inſtantly be 1 
taken to the poſt. 8 '\ 
Here Charles, ſaid ke, quickly; theſe let- 1 
ters muſt be carried to the Poſt- office. Oh, 1 
dear father, replied he, I would gladly go; 5 
but ſee what dreadful weather it is !=it rains + 
violently—and how it blows ! May I wait till i 
the ſhower is over? Fy, fy, the letters : * 
muſt go—the poſt never waits for good wea- ; 1 
ther, Come ſtart up quickly, leſt it ſhould be 1 
gone out. Then Charles ran away, and came 1 
back quite wet; he would have changed his 1 
clothes, but had not time; for his father ſent it 
him out again with ſome meſlages. | 5 
Mary could not ſtay much longer by the 14 
fire, becauſe ſhe had ſeveral things to do in 9 
1 
? 5 if 
: 1 


=> 


* ES 
WW! 5 5 
3 the kitchen. When it ſtruck one they came 
1 again into the parlour, and clapped their 
1 hands when they heard they were to have 
\| mutton- chops and apple-dumplins for dinner, 
of which they were very fond. But, when 


they were ready, the cloth was not laid, nor 
the falt-ſellars brought in, or the glaſſes 
' waſhed, Mrs. Jones had taken care to ſend 
14 her huſband his dinner warm into his little 
WH: counting-houſe, where he had a great deal 
of buſineſs to do. But ſhe left the children 
1 1 | to prepare the table for themſelves ; and, be- 
j j dee every thing was ready, full half an hour 
had ſlipped away. They now ſeated them- 
ſelves at table; but the mutton was cold, 
and the dumplins over-done, ſo that their din- 
ner did not taſte half ſo good as wy had 
expected. 

After dinner they had il much to do; 
and were ſo. dreadfully fatigued in the even- 
ing, that they threw themſelves on a ſofa, 
ſcarcely able to move a limb. I could not 
have believed, ſaid Mary to Charles, that the 


lf i ſervants had ſo much to do- now] feel it; 
1 | and I will never give them unneceſſary trou- 
| = | ble again. Poor people ! they are obliged to 
l Wõait on us the whole day, When we are 
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are forced to get up to light our fires and ſweep | 


our rooms, that we may find ever thing in 
order when we riſe. When it rains and blows 


hard, we fit in a warm comfortable room; 


but they muſt. go out, 10 not wait till the 
ſhower is over. 

In the winter, when it freezes ſo kan 
that their fingers are quite benumbed with 
cold, they muſt go to the well for water. 


How often they are obliged to eat their din- 


ners cold, and ſometimes through our fault, 
I fear. I have frequently been ill-natured to 
them; I am now very ſorry for it; I am 
indeed very ſorry ! - | 

And I too, interrupted Charles, am very 
ſorry; I have often forgotten myſelf, and 


ſpoken very improperly to the ſervants, I 


mult tell you what vexes me: I lately called 
Henry a blockhead, becauſe he forgot to clean 
my ſhoes, though the poor fellow had been 
running about the whole day for my father 
but, believe me, I will never do it again; I 
will always be civil to Henry, Jenny and 


Catharine, when I want them to do any thing 


for me. I will take care never to ſpeak 
haſtily to them; and, above all, not to call 
them names. — Poor Henry, how he: cried 
about his father—I wiſh I had not called him 
VoI. II. . | a block 
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A blockhead! 1 ſhall not be eaſy till I aſk 

him to forgive me. Mary made the ſame 

reſolution ; and they both __ for the re- 
turn of the ſervants. 

The next morning the two maids re- 


turned; but Catharine was ſent with ſome 
medicines to Henry's father; and, for three 


days, the children were obliged to aſſiſt 
Jenny, to do the work of the houſe; and at 
night they were ſo tired that they did nothing 
but wiſh for the next day, hoping that Ca- 


; tharine, at leaſt, would come back. Oh! 
if only Henry, or, at leaſt, poor Catharine, 


was here! they would ſay-again and again, 
The fourth day Mary was ſtanding at the 
window, thinking how much work ſhe ſhould 


have to do to-morrow—and almoſt afraid to 


think of it, when ſhe heard ſome one ring 
the bell; ſhe threw up the window—it was 
Catharine; and, at the ſame time, Henry 


ran up the ſteps. What joy! — She forgot 


to pull down the -ſaſh. Charles! Charles 


cried ſhe, Catharine is comg! Henry is 


come! They both ran to the ſtreet-door; 
and, eagerly opening it, caught hold of 
their hands, faying, welcome! welcome! 
dear Henry! good Catharine! we have often 


wiſhed for you. Their 3 was ſtill 
Vukʒ e greater 


- 


— 


The 
greater when fly informed them that his 
father would ſoon be well. = 
The next day every thing was again in 
order, and theſe children never afterwards 
| behaved rudely to the ſervants; on the con- 
trary, they were always civil and good- 
natured to them; and not only pitied them, - 
when they had more work than uſual to do, 
but endeavoured to aſſiſt them; and reſolved 
never more to give unneceſſary trouble to 
thoſe who had at all: times ſo 8 OA to 


bear. 
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{N the beginning of November, Mr. 
Jones thought that a little relaxation would 
be of uſe to his laborious family. He there- - 
fore propoſed to Mrs. Jones an excurſion to Mr. 
Benſon's (the Curate) where they had all been 
lo well pleaſed. The children had behaved, - | 
for a long time, very well; ſo they reſolved 
to take them both with them. 
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35 
At dinner they were acquainted with it — 
What joy there was when they heard of it 
They ſoon began to conſider what they ſhould 
do to pleaſe the Curate's children, and they 
both ſearched in their cloſets to gather all 
their play-things together, to find ſomething 
to give to George, Henry, and Caroline. 
Mrs. Jones thought of providing for the table; 


| knowing that the good Curate had a very 


ſmall income, and many perſons to maintain, 
the did not with to put him to needleſs ex- 
penſe to entertain them. She made ſome 
nice paſtry herſelf, and had two fowls, a 
ham, and a hare, packed up; beſide a hamper 
of wine, which they wiſhed to make their 


kind hoſt a preſent of, The children thought 


the time long till they could get into the 
coach—and faid a hundred times, Oh, if to- 
morrow was but here ! but before to-morrow 
they muſt go to reſt — and wait the arri- 
val of the ſo much deſired morning. 

Mary dreamed of nothing but the journey, 


Sometimes ſhe was ſeated in the coach, driving 


away by the hills and meadows ; ſometimes 


walking in the wood, where Charles had 
played at ball, Now came little Caroline 
with her bird; ſhe ran forward, as ſhe thought, 


to kiſs her, and found as ſhe awoke, that ſhe 


— had - 


C33 1 
had not little Caroline, but her pillow in her 
arms. She was a little diſappointed, but glad 
to ſhake off ſleep, becauſe the day began to 


dawn. She ſprang out of bed, dreſſed herſelf © 


quickly, and ran to the parlour. The whole 
family was in motion, buſily employed 
dreſſing and packing up; but Charles did 
not appear. 


Mary ran to rouſe the lazy boy, but met 


him at his room door in a very wretched 
ſtate: he held his hand to his head, and 
ſighed piteouſly, Mary, in a frightened voice, 
called her mother, and both Mr. and Mrs, 


Jones ran up, and aſked poor Charles what 


was the matter with him? Oh, ſaid he, my 
pleaſure is all over! I have, during the 
whole night, been tormented with 'a dread- 


ful tooth-ache ; it feels as if "my head wore: 


burſt, 

They all pitied poor Charles, for in ſuch 
a ſtate it would be dangerous for him 
to be out long in the air; nor could 
he enjoy the proſpects, and the ſight of 
him, in pain, would diſturb the reſt of 
the company, and embitter their plea- 
ſure. He aſked, indeed, if the excurſion 
could not be put off for a day or two; but 
that was TINO becauſe the coach had 
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been ordered over night; the proviſion had 
been dreſſed, and all was ready; ſo poor 
Charles muſt ſtay at home alone. 
The coach came; Mr. and Mrs. Jones, 


Mary, and little James, who, to render the 


jaunt more agreeable to the children, had 
been invited, ſtepped in, and Charles ſaw 
them depart, with tears in his eyes. They 
were all ſorry to leave him; and at the end 
of the ſtreet his mother leaned out of the 
coach, and kiſſed her hand, to comfort the 
unlucky ſick Charles, 


He was very uneaſy ; and throwing him. 
ſelf on the ſofa, groaned with pain z—and 


his anguiſh was increaſed -by thinking of it, 
becauſe he had no one to pity or comfort 


him. His mother, before ſhe ſet off, deſired 


Catharine to go for William; but he had 


ſuch a violent cold, his father would not 


allow him to ftir out. 

His maſter ſoon came to give him his 
leſſons; he conſoled him, and ſaid, Keep up 
your ſpirits, dear Charles, great pain never 


laſts long; to-morrow, perhaps, you will be 


quite well again, Theſe kind words made 
Charles more tranquil, though his anguiſh 


continued. However, when his maſter per- 
briyed that he could not profit * his in- 


ſtructions, 


t 55 1 


frudtions, the pain was ſo great, and that - 


the other children were not there, he ſoon 
left him alone, and he was now 2 35 quite 


comfortleſs. 


Nevertheleſs, he did not ſit crying all the 


morning; he thought of the pcor man who 
had the cancer, and bore it patiently, though 
he could not expect to be better to-morrow. 


He.tried to imitate him, and towards dinner- | 


time the pain actually abated, ſo that he 
could dine with Mr, Noel; and after the 
meal, it ſeemed quite gone. Who was then 
ſo happy as Charles ! He was ready to jump 
for joy, and had only to ſeek for amuſement 
to render his ſolitude ſupportable. He went 
firſt into his father's little ſtudy, - and ſought 
for a book with pictures in it, to ſee if he 
could amuſe himſelf; for his father allowed 


him to take down the books, on conditions, 


that he neither tore, nor dirtied them, an 


carefully replaced them. He ſoon found, what 


delighted him, a book full of pictures of ani- 
mals, and the methods uſed to catch them. 
One print repreſented how they entrapped the 
elephant; another, how they chaſed the lion; 
and on ſeveral others, how they caught and en- 
inared foxes, hares, partridges, wild ducks and 
We and many other animals. Now, thought 
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5 
he, the time will no more ſeem long; and 
for above a quarter of an hour, he thus 
diverted the lonely moments he was obliged 
to ſpend by himſelf. At laſt he turned on 
ſome prints, which ſhewed him how ſome 
people enſnared apes. When the apes were 


lily obſerving the huntſman, he took a baſon 
of water, and waſhed his face; then he went 


away, leaving the baſon on the ground; but, 
Inſtead of pure water, he poured thick clayey 
water into it. As ſoon as the huntſman's 
back was turned, the ape crept cautiouſly 
forward to waſh himſelf, and plaſtered his 
eyes up in ſuch a manner that he could 
ſee nothing, and might be caught with very 
little trouble. This cunning trick made him 
laugh heartily, and he ſtarted up to ſeek for 
ſome one with whom he could talk about 
the droll looks of the monkey; but no one 
could he find ;—no Mary, no James, no 
William was there, and even Mr. Noel was 
gone out, He had now no more pleaſure in 
looking at the pictures; and, full of vexation, 
he ſhut the book and put it in its place. 
Aſterwards he thought he would try to 
play at ſomething. He ſearched for his nine- 
pins, and ſet them up, and knocked them 
down with the ball; but as he had no one 
| | | . to 
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to conteſt with him, he was tired in leit than 


ten minutes. 


He gathered his leaden foldiers . | 


placed them in' order ; but when they were 
placed, he knew no more what to do with 


them, and was ſoon tired of them too. 


Weary of them, and himſelf, he put them 
into their box, and fat down to | conſider 


what he ſhould do next. 


At laſt he thought of his paints, which had 


ſo often amuſed him when James was with 
him. He put them on the table, took out 
the ſhells, and ſought for one of his prettieſt 


prints to colour it, In fact, he began to 


paint the clothes of two perſons in the pic- 


ture; but when he went on further, he ſoon 


remarked that he wanted James, who could 


| paint very well, and knew how to chooſe 


5 


the proper colours for every thing. Charles 


had already met with many parts of the 


picture he was at a loſs how to colour; 
and ſtill more diſſatisfied than ever, ſhut up his 


painting box. Now he knew no more what 


to do. Peeviſhly he threw himſelf again on the 


ſofa, and lamenting, bitterly lamenting, ſaid, 


how ſad is life without a friend! If I ſuffer, 


there is no-one here to pity or comfort me; 
no one who would try to foften my pain. 
- JJ 
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[ 58 1 
If Tam pleaſed, there is no one to commu- 
nicate it to. If I play, I want a companion; 
or it is not like play; and if I work, I have 
1. no one to help me, or give me good advice! 
8 Ah me! if my dear Mary, if William or 
0 James were here! Ves, when J am once with 
them again, I will do all I can to make them 
love me; I will be very attentive to ſind out 
what they like beſt, and that moment do it— 
for there is no living without them. Dear 
Mary James! William ! will you not ſoon 
| return ? 
They heard not the lamentations of the 
poor ſolitary Charles ! they came not ! but 
inſtead of them, a- companion he did not 


find very agreeable ; for the tooth-ache re- ) 

| turned. Though his mother had often faid 
that it was like a pig to eat cakes or nice L 
things alone, he looked for ſome almonds J 
covered with ſugar, and tried to eat them ; 2 £ 
but ſcarcely had he begun to chew with the 2D 
tooth that had a hole in it, than the pain F 
darted through his whole jaw, and the an- f 
guiſh was greater than ever. He groaned, h 

and would have cried, if he had not thought 
that a boy ſhould have more courage, by V 
bear pain patiently. t 
2 


ZE BY Whilſt, almoſt ſtunned by his” pain, he 
-#throw himſelf from chair to chair, ſome one 
knocked : 


e LOW 

knocked at the room door: Come in, cried 
he, hoping he ſhould ſee an acquaintance 
but he was deceived, it was only a Jews 
with a grey beard. ; | : 

IIl-humouredly, he aſked, what he W | 

Your father, ſaid he, is he not at home ? 

There is nobody at honie, replied Charles, 
rather rudely, and turned from him. 

Is little maſter fick? aſked Ephraim, that 
he holds his cheek—Tell me, my little dear, 
have you any e the matter with your 
teeth? | 

Les, yes, anſwered Charles, Tell me 
maſter, continued Ephraim, whether there is 
a hole in your tooth? Let me look into 
your mouth, perhaps I can help you. | 

Charles was at firſt rather unwilling ; but 
when Ephraim affured him that he had al- 
ready cured ſeveral people of the tooth- 
ache, though they were in violent pain, he 
let him look into his mouth, and Ephraim 
promiſed that he would ſoon bring ſomething. 
from his own houſe, to ſtop the Pars and make 
him quite well. | 

Charles had heard his PAR ſay, that 
when a perſon is ſick, they "ought not to 
take every thing recommended to them as 
a good remedy; at leaſt, wailſt they are 
| D 6 young 
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[ 60 1 : = ; * 
young and ignorant, and do not know what 
is good for the human body, and therefore 
might take ſomething very hurtful and im- 
proper indeed, few underſtand the nice con- 
ſtruction of the human frame, and ignorant peo- 
ple, by preſcribing the ſame remedy for dif- 
ferent conſtitutions, often do much harm. 
As ſoon as the Jew was gone, he went 
to Mr. Noel, and aſked whether he might 


venture to take what the Jew would give 


him. Mr. Noel enquired directly of the 
clerks, and ſome other people who were in the 
counting-houſe looking over ſome: goods, what 
fort of a man Ephraim was. They all gave 


him a good character, aſſured him, that 


he was an honeſt ſenſible man; that he had 
ſome knowledge of phyſic, and often cured 
both Jews and Chriſtians who conſulted 
him when they were ſick, Mr. Noel him- 
felf then adviſed Charles to [take what he 
ſhould bring him. 

In about half an hour the J Jew came back, 
with two little plaſters, and put them be- 


| hind his ears; at the ſame time, he filled 
up the hole in his tooth with wax, to pre- 


ſerve it from the 'cold air, and to r 
nis food e in it. „ 
= 


F 
But, if Charles had been in pain before, 
he was now in an agony; it was as if forks 
were ſtuck into his jaw. He then grew 
quite impatient, and would have torn the 
plaſters from behind his ears; but the Jew 


would not permit him, and faid, Have a 


little patience maſter, no remedy has an im- 
mediate effect: however, to-morrow morning 
I will call on you again, and my dear little 
patient will ſpeak in another tone, I am ſure. 
Ephraim now left him, reminding him once 
more, not to tear off the plaſters. 
The pain grew ſo inſupportable, that pro- 
bably he would have torn them off in ſpite 
of this caution, if Mr. Noel had not taken 
him into his room, and watched him. 
Towards the end of an hour, the anguiſh 
gradually abated; and at ſupper he had a 
little appetite, and reliſhed his food. He 


went early to bed, and ſoon fell into a 


ſweet ſleep; and as he had reſted very 
little the night before, he ſlept fo faſt, that 
he did not wake before eight o'clock the 
following morning—And when he awoke, 
where was the pain gone ?—He felt no 
more of it—and how happy did he feel | 
He ran to Mr. Noel, and ſaid, I am quite 
well; _ glad 1 am that you did not allow 
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me to tear off the plaſters—Thank you 


Thank you! 
He then ran to the window, and looked 


out every moment, longing to ſee the dear 
Jew come. About nine . o'clock he came; 


and the moment Charles caught a glimpſe 
of him, he flew to the ſtreet door delighted, 


and eagerly opened it, to admit the man 
whom the day before he had received fo 


rudely. He led him into the parlour, ſaying 


al] the way, a thouſand, thoufand thanks 
my dear good Ephraim, I am quite well— 
all my pain is gone, I have often been told 
that the” Jews were wicked people, but now 
I ſee that I was wrong. 


It was very wrong, indeed, if little maſter - 


thought fo, faid Ephraim; ; and when he 
knows more of the Jews, he will ſee more 
clearly his miſtake. In every religion there are 


good people. I do not deny but there are 


many wicked people among our nation, and 
how many. Chriſtians lie and ſteal- but we are 
all men—deſcended from the ſame father, and 
ſerve the ſame God, and he who deſpiſes his 
fellow creatures on account of their being 
called Jews, flies in the face of his Maker. 
We are commanded to love all meri—we 


are all brothers, and ſhould only deſpiſe thoſe. 


who 


e „ J 


--6 1 


who lie, Real, and commit crimes, which 


render them ufcleſs, if not a peſt, to ſo- 


ciety. 


that there are not many cheats —— the 
Jew. 

I do not 3 to ſay ſo, 0 Ephraim; 
there are cheats enough among our nation, 
and among Chriſtians, for the matter of that 
—but if our nation cheat, the Chriſtians 


themſelves are the cauſe of it. They de- 


ſpiſe us, and do not allow us to gain our 
livelihood in an honeft way 3 ſo many ig- 
norant Jews are become cheats, becauſe they 
think that they live among enemies; but 
there are many good Jews who tell truth, 
and give money to the poor; and ſuch men 
deſerve our love, whether they are Jews or 
Chriſtians. 

Charles perceived that he was wrong in 
diſliking the Jews, and ſuppoſing that they 
were worſe than other men; and he promiſed 
in future to love them as well as the reſt 
of mankind. Afterwards Ephraim put two 
freſh plaſters behind his ears, and bid him 
remember that a Jew had felt for him when 
he was in pain, and treated him like a fel- 
low- creature. 


But, continued Charles, you cannot ſay 


He 
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He went awky, but his behaviour had won 

Charles's heart, and from that hour he never 
ſpoke diſreſpectfully of a Jew. | 


„ G a 


MEANWHILE the coach rolled with all 


the company towards the village where the 


curate lived. Mr. Jones reckoned that they 
ſhould arrive there by ten o'clock, and they 
all anticipated the happy hours they expected 


to enjoy; eſpecially the children, who 


thought that the horſes never went quick 
enough. Nicholas ſmacked his whip, and 
away they went, as if they flew. —-Now al] 
was right ; the children clapped their hands, 
crying, Yes, that is charming Now we 


ſhall ſoon be there! But, in the midſt of 
their rejoicing there was a ſudden ſhock— 


all were filent—what a pauſe ! The carriage 
ſunk down on otfe fide, James was thrown 


into Mrs. Jones's lap, her huſband fell on 


Mary, 


| 1 
Mary, and almoſt cruſhed the poor girl to 
death. What has happened? cried they all 
What is the matter, Nicholas? Nicholas 
got off his box, ſcratched his head, and ſaid: 
A fine job this is, to be ſure! Fa us 
what has happened ? called out Mr. Jones, 
haſtily. Why, anſwered Nicholas, one of the 
wheels is off— What do you adviſe me to 
do? If I had any one to leave with the 
horſes, I would run to the next village for 
2 blackſmith, to help to mend it. | 
Mr. Jones was not of the fame opinion; 
he foreſaw, that the party would find the 
time very long, if. they had to remain an 
hour or more, {till in the coach; he there- 
fore thought it beſt that Nicholas ſhould 


ſtay to take care of the horſes, and they 


themſelves would walk to the village to 
ſeek for a blackſmith. This propoſal pleaſed 
them all; and they ſet off on foot, deliring 
Nicholas to follow with the coach as ſoon. 
as he could, 5 
The neareſt way was a foot-path, through 
a field juſt ſown with wheat; and the chil- 
dren ſeemed to gain new life, when they - 
came out of the coach info the free air. 
All at once James ſprang forward, bent 
down on the ground, then ſtarted up again, 
threw 
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„„ 
his hat before, as if to catch ſomething, and 
then darted forward again. 

Mary, who was curious. to know what 
he had in his eye, ran after him. At laſt 
he Fgaught what he purſued, as Mary came 
up with him, and both rejoiced at having 
taken a little priſoner. Meanwhile Mr. and 


Mrs. Jones were in converſation, and did 


not obſerve them. However, they were ſoon ob- 
liged to ſtop, for they heard Mary ſcream 
out, in a terrified tone, Dear James, ah 
c not do it !—pray [- pray hold your hand! 
And theſe entreaties having no effect, ſhe 
called to her father and mother for help. 
Ar. Jones could not imagine what the 
children were diſputing about, but waved his 


hand for them to come to him. They 


came, Mary firſt, quite out of breath. 


Dear father, ſaid ſhe, you do not know 


what a wicked boy James is! ne has juſt 
caught a field-mouſe, and, for all I can ſay, 
will cut its ears and fail off. The poor 
mouſe! it never did him any harm! He 
has already opened his knife—only look at 
him! James came up ſmiling, holding the 
mouſe in one hand, and the knife in the 
other. What are you going to do? aſked 
Mr. Jones. „ 


Fame. 


ny at _m | hat. 


10 1] 
James. I wiſh to puniſh this little thief, 
who ſteals the poor farmer's corn. 
Mr. Jones. Vou are a cruel boy! Fy 
for ſhame. He who can torment a little 
helpleſs animal, has certainly a bad heart. He 
accuſtoms himſelf, by degrees, to cruelty, 


and, at laſt, he will find a ſavage joy in 


it; and after tormenting animals, wy not 


fail to torment men. 
Jams. But could we not do very well 


without mice? They are inſignificant erea- 


__ who are of no uſe in the world, 
7. Jenes. And is the watch, which 
| your =” has given 92 ſomething 2 8 
nificant? 
James. By no means. would not give 
it for a thouſand mice. 

Ar. Tones. 
in the ſtructure of this little mouſe's body 
a thouſand times more contrivance than 
in your watch. 
through which it hears all that paſſes round 
it : through this organ it was warned when 
you purſued it: and theſe pretty eyes, in 


which the forms of all the objects before it 


are painted: and theſe ſharp teeth, with 
which it can gnaw the hardeſt grain: and 
theſe neatly turned paws: this ſkin as ſoft as 
velvet, 


Look at this little ear 


Nevertheleſs, there appears 


velvet. But you would be ſtill more aſto- 
niſhed if you could ſee its inſide; if you could 
obſerve how every thing paſſes there to pre- 
ſerve life; how the little ſtomach diſſolves the 
food; how it ſeparates the beſt juices, and 
carries them, by very fine channels, ſtill fur- 
ther; how fleſh, blood, and bones, are formed 
of them; in ſhort, how the excrements pals 


through the guts and inteſtines. Put your 


hand on its breaſt, and feel how its heart 
beats, to puſh the blood through the little 
veins. Your watch may be made very in- 
geniouſly; but do you think it would ever 
produce any little watches? _ You would be 
glad” of that, for you might ſoon have plenty 
of watches to ſell, and make your fortune. 
But to this degree of perfection they can 


never be carried. The moſt beautiful things 


made by man are dead, and without ſenſe; 
God alone can give life and reaſon. This 
mouſe has, probably, already brought many 
little mice into the world, and will certainly 
bring forth many more, if you ſpare its 
life, e „ 
James. Yet, with all this, it is good for 
nothing. | | 
Mr. Jones. That you cannot certainly 
know. There are a thouſand” things in the 


world 


tri 


1 69 J 
world very uſeful, no doubt, yet we do not plainly - 
ſee there uſefulneſs. If he who made this 
little mouſe, certainly knew that it was good 
for nothing, why has he employed fo much 
art in making it? However, I can point out 
to you ſome things that it is uſeful in. + 

Look at that raven, how gravely it ſtalks ; 
what a beautiful black plumage it has; and thoſe 
fine feathers, which ornament its wings, are 
very uſeful when we wiſh to write very 
neatly. F or this raven and his brothers, are 
mice ſent into the world. They hunt them 
out; and, when they have caught, they eat 
them, and find them as reliſhing as you think 
roaſted hare: therefore mice are of as much 
uſe as hares. 1 

James. But ſtill mice do harm; they 
_ the poor peaſant's rye and corn. 

Mr. Jones. The injury they do is very 
nifling They commonly only gather up the 
grain which the farmer lets fall; and the moſt 
part of it would probably periſh if thoſe little 
notable mice did not carry it to their neſts, 
And ſuppoſing they are led by hunger ſome- 
times to ſteal a couple of ears out of a ſheave 

of corn, what i injury is E's ? The farmer will 
never mils it. 

James. But I have heard that they ſome- 

times multiply ſo faſt that they often . 


2 whole field. 
NA.. 


„ 

Mr Jones. Then, indeed, it is time to 
deſtroy them—but without tormenting them : 
and they ſhould be put to death as quickly 
as poſſible. If the torments they ſuffered 


would bring back the wheat, or teach them 


honeſty, there would be ſome excuſe for it; 
but this mouſe will not be leſs a thief after 
you have cut off its ears and tail, 

James. Well, then I will kill the little 
thief before he does any more harm. | 
Ah! my dear James! cried Mary, do not 
kill it ; give me the little mouſe, I pray you 
give it me! Can you deny me? 

He gave it to her, and, as ſoon as ſhe got 
it, ſhe let it run away, calling after it, run, 
run, poor animal, till you find again your 
little children. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Jones were eaſed 
with her, Mrs. Jones kiſſed Mary, and 
ſaid, good girl! you have perhaps ſaved the 
lives of four or five little mice, who mult 
have periſhed with hunger if their mother 
had been killed. 

Mr. Jones ſtill continued the ſubject. He 
ſaid, that the ſmalleſt animals were of ſome 
uſe; and that a good man ought not to Kill 


the leaſt worm, unleſs it injured him, or its 
death would be uſeful to him; but even in 


that 


„FFF 


that caſe, it was unjuſt and cruel to torment 


them. He deſcribed, in ſo affecting a man- 
ner, what anguiſh it would have given the 
poor mouſe if he had cut off its ears and 
tail, that it brought tears into both the chil. 
dren's eyes. 


- 


But is it not very wrong, ſaid Mary, in 


thoſe wicked butchers to kill the Poon ſheep? 
They do no harm! 

They do no harm, anſwered Mr. „ 
but their death is advantageous to us; for 
we eat their fleſh, and their wool and ſkin 
form the moſt uſeful part of our clothing, 
Some time or other the ſheep muſt die. They 
crop the grais on which many inſects live, 


and drink the water in which thouſands of a 


little living creatures ſwim. Birds pick up 
flies and worms, while men are ſupported by 
animals, birds, fiſh, and vegetables. So that 
the world contains a vaſt variety of crea- 
tures, who are all linked together by mutual 
wants, The ſheep, for a long time, en- 
joyed content before it was brought to the 
penn; and, if the butcher kills it quickly, 
it does not ſuffer near ſo much pain as it 


would do if it died by degrees, of ſiekneſs | 


or old age, 
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© CONVERSING in this manner, they 
reached the village. Mr. Jones enquired 


for a blackſmith ; but the peaſants informed 


him that he was gone to work at the Juſtice's 


houſe, which was not far off; and, as he 


was a very civil gentleman, they were ſure 


that he would allow him to go and aſſiſt the 
| 1 85 the moment he was aſked. 

Jones went to the Magiſtrate, and 
a told him- of their little diſtreſs ; he 
inſtantly permitted the blackſmith to attend 
him, who went home for his tools, and 
haſtened to the coach. Mean while the 
party went to the inn, there to wait for 
the arrival of the coach. | 


Though they did not feel any thing like 


hunger, yet Mr. Jones deſired the landlord 
to bring them a little refreſhment, that they 
ä a . return for ſitting in his 
room. 

The Walen who was CI with ſome 
farmers at cards, was ſo eager about the 


game, that he did not give himſelf the leaft 


trouble | 


G 


L 78 3 
trouble to pleaſe his gueſts, He even ſeemed 
vexed that they called for ſomething; roſe 
haſtily from the table with an angry coun- 
tenance, and called up the ſtairs, Miſtreſs, 
bring ſome bread and butter for 'the gentle- 
folks! Then he quickly ſeated himſelf again, 


caught up the cm and ſaid, come deal 


away. : 
His wife brought in the bread and butter, 


but forgot a knife, ſo that they could not cut 


their bread, or ſpread the butter; and Mr. 
Jones ſaw that he muſt once more interrupt 
the Landlord's game. 


* - 


He went to him, and tapping bi gently 


on the ſhoulder, ſaid, my friend we have 
not a knife; a run of ill-luck, as it is called; 


had already made him very unreaſonable; 


and, as if his gueſts had been the cauſe of it, 
he darted a furious look at him, and, ſpring- 
ing to the door, aſked. his wife, with a 
curſe, why ſhe had forgotten to bring a 
knife to the company? 5 

His trembling wife brought it in a mo- 
ment; but, as ſoon as ſhe entered the room, 
her huſband loaded her with abuſe, and ſaid, 
you are a fine miſtreſs of an inn, indeed! 
throwing the cards at her head. That the 


poor woman was very much diſconcerted, 
Vol. II. E | may 
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man, ſaid ſhe, is it thus you treat your wife! 
The whole day muſt I work like a horſe 


[ 


33 . 
may naturally be ſuppoſed, You ſhameleſs 


all the buſineſs lies on me ; 5 and you—you 
do nothing elſe but eat, drink and play; 
my whole property you have already run 
through, and now you uſe me like a dog. 
This ſpeech rendered the brutal man fill 


more - furious; he ran to ſeize a whip which 


hung againſt the wall, to beat her with; but 


' the not thinking it prudent to wait for his 


ſtrokes, flew into the ſtreet. A little boy 
would have followed his mother ; but ſtum- 
bling over ſomething on the floor, began to 
ery piteouſly. His father, inſtead of having 
any compaſſion for him, gave him a violent 
ſtroke with the whip, and puſhing him into 


the ſtreet, banged the door violently too. 


The farmers who had been playing with 
him, ſhocked at this brutal behaviour, ſlip- 
ped quietly out of the room, and left Mr. 
Jones and his family alone. The children 


were half dead with fear, almoſt afraid to 
breathe; at laſt James ſaid, after looking 


round the room, to be ſure that the Land- 
lord was quite out of hearing, is not this a very 


wicked man? I never in my life ſaw ſuch a 


one before. Our maſter has often told us, 
| OE that 


e 1 5 1 
that we ought to love all men; but ſurely he 
did not mean ſuch a rogue as this! I can- 
not help hating and deſpiſing him, What 
do you think, Sir? 
Do you think, aſked Mr. Joins that a 
man who, through the negligence of his pa- 
rents, or thoughtleſſneſs of a maid, was un- 


— Os £ 


| fortunately made . a cripple in his childhood, 
: deſerves to be hated? _ 
_ Certainly not, anſwered James. How | 
5 could the poor man help it? It would be a 
5 great misfortune to be lame I ſhould pity 
: him and help him, if I could. 
0 Vet you dare to hate a wicked man, in- 
7 terrupted Mr. Jones, whom you ought to 
it pity and help, if you could. For a wicked 
0 man is much more an object of pity than a 

cripple. He has, in general, caught his bad 
h habits from his parents, or thoſe whom he has £4 
5 lived with. When theſe habits have been : i : i 
r. fixed thirty or forty years, it is often as diffi- Pa 
N cult to overcome them as to make a con- 5 | 
to tracted limb ſtrait. And, dear Jaines, be- Tt f 
12 | leeve, me, a wicked man ſuffers more than _ 
d- the moſt miſerable cripple ! Why then ſhould 1 nn 
ry we not pity him? I will now ſpeak to the | 1 N 
2 | Landlord; and you ſhall hear, out of his 1 
is own mouth, that he deſerves compaſſion, _ "I 
nat 5 E 2 . | 
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Oh! pray do not; dear Sir, eried James; 


leave the wicked man alone, he will only 


vex you; and Mrs, Jones and Mary joined 
in the entreaties; but Mr. Jones ſilenced 
them by ſaying, that we ought not to be too 
careful of ourſelves when we wiſh-to do- good; 
however, do not be uneaſy about me; I am 
maſter of my temper, and humanity requires 
that J ſhould give ſome good counſel to this 
poor man. | 
The Landlord now entered with marks of 
fury {till on his face. | 
Where is the child? aſked Mr, Jones, I 
hope it is not hurt? 5 | 

Hurt, indeed, anſwered the Landlord, what 
harm could come to it? The brat will live 
long enough; ill weeds ſeldom periſh, 

Ar. Jones. So he is not your ſon ? 

Landlord, Why, whoſe ſhould he be? 

Ar. Fones. If he is, honeſt friend, pray 
tell me how a father could treat ſo barba- 
| rouſly his own child? The child did nothing 
wrong, he fell by chance; and, becauſe he 
was hurt by the fall, began to cry; and in- 
Read of pitying it, as you ought to have 
done, you gave it'a blow, 

Landlord. You ſpeak juſt like our parſon ; 


he often comes to preach a ſermon to me 
when 
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when I have given my wiſe à black eye. 


But, Sir, you do not know where the ſhoe 
vinches ; if you did but know how many 
cares I have, you would not wonder if I 
ſometimes fly into a paſſion. | 
Mr. Jones. And how came you to be fo 


full of cares? You ſeem to have a: good 


houſe, well ſituated for cuſtom, an honeſt 


wife, and healthy children, 


Landlord, You ſpeak as if you knew all, 


about it. If you were in my ſituation, if 


you had a wife who every day reproached 
you for ſquandering away her fortune, if all 
your. children cared more for their mother 


than for you, and if you were afraid-every 


day of being dragged to priſon by your cre- 
ditors, you would ſing in another tone. You 


know not where the bone ſticks, It is true 


my houſe has talerable cuſtom; but half a 
mile from thence lives a 'droll rogue, who 
talks over all the farmers; ſo they drink 
their ale with him, while mine grows ſour - 
in ” caſk. 

Mr. Fones. If it is ſo, indeed you are to 


be pitied; but do not take ill what I am go- 


ing to ſay: it appears to me as if all your 


misfortunes were owing to yourſelf, If you 


have ſquandered away your wife“ s fortune, 


1 | is 


[ 78 15 
1. to be wondered at that ſhe reproaches 
you? And if you beat your children without 
a cauſe, is it not natural that they ſhould 
loie their mother better than you? As for 
your creditors, you would not have them to 
be afraid of, if you were not in debt, If 
you had properly managed your wife's for- 
tune and minded your bulineſs, you needed not 
have run in debt, and might have lived 
quietly in your own houſe, where no one 
would have dared to moleſt you. If your 
children fly from you, and your neighbours 
let your ale grow ſour, is it not all your own 
fault? Your ill- humour frightens them away; 
who will ſtay in a houſe with a man who 
takes fo little pains to pleaſe, raiſes ſuch a 
riot in the houſe, beats his wife, and kicks 
his children? And, Mr. Landlord,, I muſt 


tell you freely my determination: if you do 


not alter your behaviour 1 mw never come 


to your houſe again. 
Landlord, As to that, I believe I wiſh to 


be civil; yet I cannot help being angry 


when things go crofs; for my father was 
paſſionate, my brother was paſſionate ; I re- 
ally think I ſhall always remain ſo: it has 
run in our blood ſuch a long time. | 


Mr. 
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Mr. Jones, after having given ſome good 13 
advice, paid for his bread and butter, and 5 
got into the coach, which had already waited 11 
a few minutes for them. They were all 1 
glad to get away from this angry man; but = 
Mr. Jones ſaid to James, do you not now | & g 
ſee how much this man deſerves your pity? Wt | 
Fur e . 

No one loves him, every creature deſpiſes 1 
| >. | axed 1 

him; and if he thinks of his former life, or Wt: 


| his future proſpects, he finds no ſatisfaction. - 46 
And the firſt cauſe of his miſery was this : 2 
from his infancy he was brought up by 

wicked men, and was always with them: 1 
did you not hear him fay, that both his fa- =. p 
ther and brother were paſſionate ? 1 0 

James felt the truth of the obſervation, and 8 
ſincerely pitied the miſerable wretch who de- > bt 
ſtroyed all his own comfort, JF 
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THEY now came to the village where the 
Curate lived. Mr, Jones ordered the coach- 
man to go directly to his houſe, The chil- 
dren jumped for joy, it was almoſt impoſ- . 
ſible to keep them any longer quiet ; they 
knelt upon the ſeat and waited, full of impa- 
tience, for the moment when the Curate, 
with his children, ſhould come out and em- 
brace them, After a few moments the coach 
ſtopped ; and the children aſked Mr. Jones 
whether this was the houſe ? Ves, anſwered 
he, there ſtands the houſe which you have fo long 
deſired to ſee. They danced with delight. 
But is it not wonderful, ſaid Mr. Jones, 
chat no one comes out to receive us? I hope 
they are not from home. 
He got out of the coach, and helped 115 wife 
and children out—but ſtill no one appeared. 
He went through the fiont garden — there 
was no living ſeul to be ſeen. He entered E 7: 
the houſe—ſtill he ſaw nobody. He tapped 
at the chamber-doox—Come in] cried a weak 
voice, — They opened the door — Heavens, 
| what 


| „„ 
what a ſight! There ſtood four beds and a 
cradle; George ſat on one; and in the other 
lay Henry and little Caroline; in the third 
lay the Curate's wife, and the fourth ſeemed 
to be deſtined for the Curate; an infant was 
ſleeping in a cradle. In the little corner, 
which ſtill remained, fat the Curate with his 
head leaning on his hand. And when the 
gueſts had entered the chamber, they had 
ſcarcely room to move. My dear Sir, cried 
the Curate, in a plaintive voice, why do you 5 
come into this melancholy place? I am al- 
moſt overcome by miſery. There lie my 
poor children in the ſmall-pox. George is - - 
almoſt out of danger; but my dear Henry 
my ſweet little Caroline (here a tear ſtole 
down his cheek) See, have I not cauſe to 
lament?— There they lie. Their eyes have 
been cloſed already three days.—Alas ! and I 
know not whether they will ever open them 
again. There too lies my dear wife; it is 
only a few days ſince ſhe was delivered of 
that infant, and ſhe is ſo weak that ſhe can 
ſcarcely fit up in bed; beſides, ſhe has 
got A bad breaſt, The poor woman can 
ſcarcely endure ſo much pain. As for me, 
it is almoſt a fortnigat ſince I have had 
any ſleep. But, alas! not two, but many 
| E 5 weeks, 
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weeks, would 1 watch; I would gladly en- 
dure all, if I could only fave the lives of my 


children. If I could but once fee them well 
again! My poor — my Henry! * 
* 

Jones interrupted Ales by catching 


| his 585 on which the big ſilent tear dropped. 
They were all extremely affected, and James 


and Mary wept aloud. 
Deareſt friend, continued the Curate, what 


can I do with you? I cannot even offer you a 


chair. I have nobody that can dreſs you a 


bit of meat; and, if I had, you could not 
reliſh it in this hoſpital. Were I to take 


you into the parlour, I could not be with 
you; I cannot leave my ſiek children. 


Do not take it ill of me, for if the Biſhop 


came I could not wait on him, For, if one 
of my children ſhould die, who could make 
me amends for its loſs? Leave then, I pray 


you, this diſmal abode, and go to the inn, 


The landlord is a very honeſt man; and, I 


hope, he will AT. a point of treating you 


well, 
Mr. Jones now tried to comfort him as 


well as he could; and. ſaid, among other 
things, take courage, your ſorrow will give 
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N 5 
way to joy; after a hard winter follows * 
chearful ſpring. 
Mrs. Jones ſeated herſelf near Mrs. Ben- 
ſon's bed, and tried to comfort her, even 
while ſhe herfelf ſhed. many tears. | 
James and Mary crept to the ſick children's 5 
pillow, and told them how they pitied them. 
They then all took a moanful leave of this 
_ diſtreſſed family, and went to the inn, | 
They had very little appetite for their 
meal; they ate a few bits haſtily, and drank 
a glaſs or two of wine; but they ſent the 
hamper to the Curate, begging him to ac- 
cept of it, and drink a little more than uſual, 
that he might be able to bear his watching 
and diſtreſs. After two hours had paſſed 
away in compaſſionate complaints, Mr. Jones 
ſaid to his family, it is very pleaſant to viſit 
our friends, when all goes well, and they 
are happy; but it is ſtill better to ſuccour 1 


them when they are in trouble. Come, let 91 
us go again to them and try, as much as is i | 
poſſible, to ſoften their diſtreſs, I will con 
verſe -with the Curate; you, my dear, may bs 
chat with his wife; and do you children ga- - i ; 
ther all the little preſents together that you- 1 i 
have brought with you, and carry them to' bi 
your ſick play-mates. Thoſe good people | | 1 f 
E 6 N bit 

3 | 
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84 1 
will be pleaſed when they ſee that we take a 
part in their forrow. They were all con- 
tent, and Mrs. Jones deſired the landlady to 
provide them with a ſupper, and give the 
broken victuals which they had brought with them 
to the poor; they only took the fowls with 
them, thinking that the fick mg like to 
taſte them. 

They all hurried away; and, when they 
entered the ſick room, the poor patients 
ſeemed, for a time, to have forgotten their 
ſufferings. 

Mr. Jones ſeated himſelf near the oe, 
and endeavoured, by his converſation, to 
raiſe his ſpirits. He related how much his 
children had ſuffered in the ſmall-pox, and dwelt 
on the danger they were in; yet he was able 
to ſay, that they had happily gone through 
it all. During this converſation, the Curate, 
in ſome meaſure, recovered his uſual chear- 
fulneſs. 

Mrs. Jones drew near to his wife, who 
was ſuckling her child, which made her feel 
ſo much pain in her breaſt, that ſhe preſſed 
her teeth together to avoid crying out. Mrs. 
Jones, in a tone of compaſſion, told her how 
much ſhe had endured with a bad breaſt; and 


pointed out the remedy which had ſoftened 
= | her 


. 
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her pain. Mrs. Benſon liſtened attentively, 1 
preſſed her hand, and ſaid, dear friend, you 1 
are an angel whom God has ſent to give me 1 
ſtrength to bear my ſufferings. My heart is 9 
grown lighter ſince you came here. ee 41 
Mary and James went firſt to the bed wt 
where Henry and Caroline lay, and gave Mo 
them ſome pretty playthings which they had FF, 
brought for them. Mary had got for Caro- Us 
line a little ſet of houſhold furniture, flaſks, 13 
poringers, ſpoons, knives, tea- cups, &c. James 1 
put in order, before Henry, a whole company "wt 
of leaden dragoons. But what comfort was „ 1 0 
this to the poor children, they could ſee no- 1 
thing of them; and when they attempted to 1 s 
graſp them, the feſtered pimples on their 5 5 
hands gave them ſo much pain, that they im- Wes! 
mediately threw them all down and began to 1 
weep. But James ſpoke very kindly to them, js N 


and ſaid, that they ſhould try to be quiet, | 9 


and then they would ſoon be well; and that i410 
he would give the little preſents into their bh 
father's care; and how great would be their ml 
joy when they left their beds and found theſe i 
pretty toys. | - = 2 
| Afterwards they went to George; he was | 1 6 
more chearful, becauſe he was growing well; 1% a 
and he laughed outright when James gave #1 


2 | | him 


VVV 


him a : whole hunt, huntſmen and dogs; "I | 
boars and foxes, all formed in lead; and 


Mary ſpread before him ſome pretty pic- 
tures which ſhe had brought. They ſoon 


got acquainted with each 8 and chatted 


very familiarly. 
Dear playfellows, ſaid George, I never 


thought before how good it is of parents to 


be ſo anxious about their children. See now 
how much my mother endures with that lit- 
tle infant. As often as it ſucks, it gives her 
as much pain as if a knife was ſtuck in her 
| breaſt; and ſtil] ſhe does not ſend it away. 
She puts it again to the breaſt, bears all the 


pain rather than the poor infant ſhould feel 


hunger. Ah!- if ſhe was to forſake it, it 
would ſoon die. She waſhes it every morn- 


ing, and puts clean clothes on it ſeveral 


times in the day; and, when ſhe dreſſes it, 
ſhe touches it ſo tenderly, and holds its head 
againſt her breaſt, watching that nothing in- 
Jures its weak limbs. At night ſhe ſcarcely 


ſleeps two hours, becauſe the. child often 


weeps, and ſeems always to look to her for 


help. We have all been ſuch little creatures, 


and given our good parents as much trouble. 
And my good -father, you cannot think 


| how dearly he 009 us ſince. we have been 
| ET, lick 


_ 


1 
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gek, b e has not left our hates: The Squire 
has. twice invited him to ſupper; but he al- 
ways refuſed, becauſe he would not leave us. 
How many times has he got out of bed in the 
cold; how many nice bits has he put into my 
mouth; and how many ſpoonfuls of medicine 
has he given me, with his own hand, which 
cooled my poor heart. Every day he ſends 
to the Doctor's for ſomething which coſts 
him money; but he ſays he does not 
mind any expence if he could but ſee us in 
health once more. I love our dear parents; WY 
I ought to love them. —I will do more; I will _ i + 
try to be good that they may find pleaſure in : 
What wicked children muſt they be who can i 
vex their parents! Whilſt he was ſpeaking in 15 
this manner, Mary and James were thinking 
of their parents; and both determined that 
they would follow the example of George. | 
Mary recollected, with ſincere regret, that ſhe 1 
had ſometimes vexed hers; and James was 
aſhamed of himſelf that he had not before re- 


flected how much trouble and eare he had al- 1 
ready given his. Both were, from this time, 47 

5 114 

more attentive to their conduct ; and did 1 

| 1 

every thing, when they were with their pa- =o | 
rents, to ** them; and were as careful oy 


when ' tl 
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when they were abſent to obey their com- 


mands, as when they were under their eye. 
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+ THE day beginning to cloſe, the com- 
pany took leave of the ſuffering family, wiſhed 
them a quiet night; and that after having 
overcome ſo much ſorrow, they het again 
feel joy. 

They now returned to the inn, and would 
have entered the firſt room they came to;. but 
the hoſteſs ran up to them, ſaying, pray do 


not go in there; it is ſo cloſe to the kitchen, | 


where fome travellers are ſmoaking and drink- 
ing, that 1 fear you will find the poiſe very diſ- 
agreeable. If you with to be at your eaſe, you 
had better come into the little parlour where 
my children fit; you will find a good fire 
there, and I will go and make the fire burn 
above-ſtairs, for we did not expect you ſo 
ſoon. They followed her, and found every 


thing in good order, They did not fee, 
indeed, 
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indeed, great ths.” pictures, or any tler 
kind of coſtly furniture; but every thing 
ſpoke the induſtry of theſe good people. The 
wall was hung with ſkeins of yarn, ſpindles 
ready to be reeled, and ſtockings with knit- 
ting needles in them. There ſtood a wheel, 
here winders; and on a little ſhelf ſtood ſome 
uſeful books. A girl of ſixteen, and another 
of fourteen, were cutting bread, and putting 
little pats of butter on a plate for the ſupper of 
the family that now entered. A third girl was 
ſpinning, and a boy ſat writing at a table. 

This ſight afforded Mrs. Jones great plea- 0 
ſure. I find, ſaid ſhe, that there are ſtill very 1 { 
induſtrious people in the world. When we have | 
only a deſire to work, anſwered the hoſteſs, we 


ſhall always find ſomething to do; and there is "4 
no pleaſure like employment. Beſides, if my 1 0 
children had not always ſufficient work to do, we. 


they would ftand ſtaring in the public room, 
where they could neither fee nor hear any 
thing good. . But, excuſe me, at this hour I 
have a great deal to do in the kitchen. 11 

She went out, and the hoſt entered, a cheer- 


r 
3 x 


1 
ful healthy- looking man, with honeſty ſpark= | 1 ; 
ling in his eyes. He had in his arms his it 
youngeſt child; and, approaching his little "BY 


5 gueſts, ſhook them cordially with his right ö ii 
hand; 4 
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band; which labour had ſo hardened, that it 
felt like leather. 'To-day, ſaid he ſmiling, I 


am nurſe. My wite, and all my people, have 
their hands ſo full of work, that they could 


not hold the poor little bantling, ſo I mult take 
care of it. But I do not complain, I have tilt 
a hand free and ready to obey your orders. We 
muſt all help one another, if we wiſh to live 
happily together. At this inſtant he was cal- 
led, and the company were left alone with the 


children. | 
Mrs. Jones ſeated herſelf by the talleſt of 


the girls, and aſked if ſhe was the hoſt's eldeſt 
daughter? I am not his daughter, anſwered 


the ſmiling girl, I am only his niece, my mo- 
ther was his ſiſter. But I have no parents, 
they are both dead; and he has brought me up 
ever ſince my ſixth year. But I ſuppoſe he is 
paid for your board, ſaid Mrs. Jones. I have, 
anſwered ſhe, not a penny to give him; for 
my parents left nothing behind them. But he 


is a very good man, he treats me like his own 


children; I dreſs like them, and he never 
buys a new thing for them, without remem- 
bering me; he has had me taught to ſew, knit 


and ſpin; and even paid the ſchool-maſter for 


teaching me to write and cypher. He has put 
my brother Prentice t to a taylor, and provides 


every 


W m7, Sad a. 
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every thing for him. You are indeed, ſaic 
Mrs. Jones, fallen into the hands of a good 

man. Les; that is true enough, continued 
the girl; but the good that he has done for us 
poor motherleſs children is not all; if I was to 
relate what he does for other poor people, I 

ſhould not finiſh before night. When a poor 
traveller comes to ſeek for a lodging, he takes 

him in, and, the next morning, will not take 
nanny thing for his bed; nay, ſometimes he will 
give him ſomething to help him on his way. 


| Yeſterday evening came a poor ſoldier's ; 1 
widow here with her three children; her huſ- = 
band had not long been dead. If you will be- - 
lieve me, he had a good fire lighted for her | | 
in the room in which you are going to fit; # ö 
and he treated her as he did the other gueſts, 0 
who were gentlefolks. The poor woman would i 
ſearcely eat of the good ſupper he provided;  _ | 1 


and ſaid that ſhe had not above a ſhilling in her 
pocket. Never mind that, faid he, do you 
and your children only eat your ſupper with a 
good appetite, In the morning our boy was- 
to carry ſome corn to market; but I could not 


gueſs why he got ſo often in and out of the j 
cart. At laſt J found out that he had been 1 
making a ſeat of dry ſtraw for the woman and ik 
her children; and only put two ſacks in to "Rl 

. | „ 14 
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lie at their feet. He not only took nothing 
from her, but aſked my aunt to look for ſome 
old clothes, which he gave to the woman for 
her children, helped them into the .cart, and 
off they ſet for the city, I ſhall never, during 
my life, forget how the woman called out a hun- 
dred times from the cart that God would re- 
turn it to him, 

It gives me pleaſure to hear al this, nale 


Mrs. Jones, but I have heard him accuſed af 


enticing all the farmers to his houſe ; yet I can 
ſcarcely believe it. 
There is ſomething in it, however, anſwered 


the girl; when any one ſleeps here once, 
they will be ſure to come again, if they travel 
this way; nay, I have known ſome travellers 


go on an hour or two after it grows dark, to reſt 
here. Butthere is nothing wrong in all this, he is 


ſo civil to every body. He always takes care 


that the bread, beer and meat, is good; and, 


when he is to be paid, he does not overcharge 


any body, Is it to be wondered at that he 
m_ people ? 


r. Jones heard, with aſtoniſhment, this 


8 diſcourſe, who, with the greateſt ſimpli- 
city, in fe- minutes, related of a man, in a 
mean condition, more good than many rich 


men do in the whole courſe of their lives. 


He 


. 
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He could not any longer remain ſilent; - but 


ſaid to his family, — O dear children, ſee how 
much good a ſingle good man can do! His wife, 
four' of his own children, and two whom he 


has adopted — ſeven perſons, have to thank 


him for their whole comfort and joy, How 


miſerable would they be if he was as careleſs. 


as the angry man we ſaw this morning. How 


many poor will he have been a comfort to 


What a number of fatigued and way-worn 


travellers will, in his houſe, ſpend a comfort- 


able evening and gather new ſtrength. If now, 
a man in a fituation reckoned mean can do ſo 
much good to others, how much more ſhould 
be expected from one in an elevated rank. 


Whilſt he was ſpeaking, the honeſt Inn- 
keeper entered, and aſked if they would pleaſe. 


to go up-ſtairs, ſaying, the room is warm, and 


the ſupper on the table. 


The whole company ſtood up, and Jooked 
at him with ſilent reſpect, as if a nobleman 


had entered. Mary quickly hung on his arm, 
and James would gladly have caught the other, 


if the ſweet babe had not already been en- 
folded in it; he therefore followed, halding 


Mr. Jones's hand. 


Mrs. Jones was laſt; and, when ſhe came 
to the room- door, ſhe turned back, ſaying, 
| | ſhe 
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te ſhould: ſoon come to them. Scareely was 


the door ſhut, when ſhe went towards the in- 


duſtrious little people, tenderly embracing 


them one after the other; and ſaid, good chil. 
dren, follow the example of your father and 


uncle, and I promiſe you all will go well. 


She then Joined her family in the other room. 


It was ſmall and low, with little doors and 
windows, but ſtill they were all pleaſed with 


it. The wainſcot-table was covered with a 
clean cloth and plates and diſhes, which looked 
equally neat; it is true, the ſpoons were not 


ſilver, nor the - knives very handſome ; but 
every thing was well dreſſed, and the honeſt 
hoſt who chatted with them, and the ruddy 
girl who waited, pleaſed them all. When 
they went to teſt they found clean beds; and, 
in the morning, a good breakfaſt. 


After this cheerful repaſt, Mr. Jones went 


himſelf, once more, to ſee the Curate, and to 


enquire how he and his family found them- 
ſelves. He ſoon came back, and brought the 
agreeable news that they had all ſlept well; 
and that he found the ſick much better than 
they were the evening before; at the ſame 
time, he added, that the Curate, with his wife 


and children, had promiſed to viſit them as 
ſoon as they were well. 


Nicholas 
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Nicholas muſt now harneſs his horſes, * 
the hoſt was deſired to bring in his bill. He 
ſoon brought it; and it was ſo reaſonable, that 
Mr. Jones could not imagine how the Inn- 
keeper, without injuring himſelf, could have 
regaled them at ſo cheap a rate. He ſhook his 
head, and ſaid, friend, there muſt be ſome 
miſtake in the reckoning. I believe not, ſaid 
the hoſt, a little aſtoniſhed, taking the bill to 77 
look over it again; however Mr. Jones did not * 


wait for it, but preſſing ſomethin g into his hand, 
there is the amount of the reckoning. He *3 
then turning to his wife and children, deſired 4 
them to be quick and get into the coach” _ 1 
What are you thinking of, Sir? cried the hoſtz - , 7 ' 
why, heaven help me, you have given me five - 8 | # 
guineas! Mr. Jones, turning half round, 1 
ſmiled on him, and ſaid, if there is more than 1 
your due, you know how to uſe it; when a ö q 
poor ſoldier's wife and her children come to : *Y 
lodge with you ; when an orphan wants cloth- 
ing, or a prentice- fee. | f 
The hoſt would ill have raiſed ſome difi- 1 
culties, but Mr. Jones was ſo full of reſpect * 
for this good man, that he ſhook him heartily | | þ 
by the hand, ſprang into the coach, and away : 7 
it rolled; the children ſtill crying out, good 55 
bye! good bye! Mr. * and when he ih 


i} 
could 1 
i * 
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FFF 
could no longer hear them, they ſtill fond 
{hook their heads and hands at him. 
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, THE horſes muſt have fared as well in the 

inn as the reſt of the party. They ſnorted the 
' freſh air; and were fo lively, that the coach. 
man could ſcarcely hold them in. They went on 
at ſuch a rate that they were all pleaſed with 
the quick motion. They continued this pace 
for above half an hour, when the coach- 
man was obliged to halt, becauſe the road lay 
up a hill; and Mr. Jones wiſhed to get out, 
that he might have a more extenſive view of 
the beautiful country which the hill com- 
manded. When they had gained the riſing 
ground, he ſtepped in again, and the travellers 
went on as quick as before. They ſaw al- 
ready, afar off, the ſteeples of the city; but 
their diſtance "made them appear, to Mary, 
not bigger than a ſpan, ſo that ſhe could 


ſcarcely believe that they were the great ſteeples 
| | of 


OY 


of the city, But Mr. Jones aſſured les that | 


ſhe would ſee them grow larger and larger as 


ſhe advanced; and they would ſoon have ſeen 
them near enough to Judge of their true height, 
if a freſh accident had not * their 


progreſs. 


Some part of the damen gave way, and 


Nicholas was near half an hour before he could 


get it into order again. During that time 
Mr. Jones walked, with his children, by the 


fields, and made them obſerve the beautiful 
verdure of the riſing corn, which decked the 
fields, and had attained ſufficient ſtrength to 
endure the rigour of the approaching winter. 
As they were ſtepping into the carriage again, 


they heard, at a diſtance, a voice cry ſtop, ſtop! 
they turned round, and ſaw a girl running to- 


wards them, who made ſigns, and ſhewed them 
ſomething which ſhe held in her hand. Mr, 


Jones went to meet her ; ſhe came up to him 
quite out of breath, with a purſe. in her hand, 
and ſaid, have you not loſt this, Sir? I faw 
you get into the coach, and found it yonder, - 


where you were walking juſt now. Mr. Jones 


felt for his purſe, and perceived indeed that he 
had loſt it. There were four guineas in it, 


and a great deal of ſilver, He wondered at 


the hone/ly of the girl, whom, by her dreſs, he 


Vol, II. „„ ſuppoſed. 
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55 ſuppoſed to be very poor. He ſtroked her 
cheeks, aſked who were her parents? whether 


ſhe had any brothers and ſiſters? and what ſhe 
had to do in the fields? | 
I have only an old mother, replied the girl, and 


ſhe is very poor. For above a year, ſhe has been 


tormented by the rheumatiſm, and has not been 
able to do any work. We have nothing to live 
on, but what I earn by ſpinning.-I came out now 
to ſeek for ſome wood, that I might make her 

a little broth ; and I come every day to gather 
a few ſticks together that we may have ſomething 
in the winter to keep ourſelves warm with. 


And why then, aſked Mr, Jones, did you 


not keep this money? you might have main- 


tained your poor mother a long time with it. 
God keep me, exclaimed the girl, from 
doing ſuch a thing ! , I knew very well that 
the money belonged to you; and, if I had 
kept it, it would have been juſt the ame as if 


I had ſtolen it. I ſhould have been finely re- 


ceived by my mother, if I had carried her heaps 
of money gotten in this way. 
Mr. Jones then put his hand into his purſe, 


probably to ſeek for a guinea; but his wife 


held it, and ſaid, will you permit me to re- 
ward this good girl? her Hongſiy has gained ny 


entire confidence, If you will allow me, I will 
. 
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take her home with me, and teach her every kind - It 
of houſhold labour ; in time ſhe may become my b 34 f 
cook, and take care of my ſtore- room; I 13 \ 
perceive that I can truſt this honeſt girl, and I 85 #0 1 
have long wiſhed for ſuch a perſon in my houſe, 14 | | 
She obtained, as may eaſily be ſuppoſed, her 2 55 | 
huſband's conſent, and "aſked the girl whether ih 1 
the was willing to come and live with her? pro- 1 
miſed her that ſhe ſhould have enough to eat and iſ . | 
drink, and newclothes ; and ſhe ſhould be treated, 1 
in every reſpect, very kindly. The girl, aſto- | - Be! 
niſhed at this offer, wept, claſped her hands, and q | 4 | 
faid, ah, kind Madam! I would gladly go with  _ þ | 
you; but what would become of my poor mo- N ' 4 
ther? if I left her, ſhe would die of hunger. | 1 | 
I will take care of that, ſaid Mr. Jones; Iwill have 9 LF 
her carried to a houſe, where ſhe will find a warm _ OY 4 1 
room, and enough to eat and drink. Take, for = [1's | 
the preſent, this money, and buy ſome meat b Ly 
to make broth for your mother ; and aſk her M4 | 
whether ſhe will let you live with us, and ac- wa 
cept of the proviſion we offer her. Next week U 


I will ſend for you both; tell me bags cs where 
you live? 

The girl looked at what Mr. Jones had 
given her, the moment ſhe quitted them. Good 


gracious ! cried ſhe, how much money ! half + | 
a guinea, a crown, and ſeveral ſhillings, 1 
dhe counted it over and over again; ſhe had 7 
F 2 never © $641 
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never in her life had half ſo much before. She 
ran as quickly as ſhe poſſibly could to ſhew it to 
her mother, ſaying to herſelf, all the way ſhe 
went; yes, this is well; it was well I did not 
keep the money. How my poor mother will 
be pleaſed when J bring her all this. 

She now came to the houſe, laid the money 
on the table and ſaid, there mother, there is a 

heap of money, which is all my own; and I 
am now going to make you ſome nice broth. 
A great Lord gave-it to me; he loſt a purſe 
full of gold, I really believe there was a thou- 
ſand guineas in it; I found it, and he gave me 


his handful of money out of it for my honeſty. 


He had with him a beautiful, good-natured lady, 
I cannot tell you how good-natured ſhe was; ſhe 
ſaid that I ſhould come and live with her; that 
ſhe would give me -new clothes, and that you 
ſhould be brought to a houſe, where you will 
find every thing you want. Next week they 
are to ſend for us ; will you come with me, dear 
mother? The poor ſick woman held up her hands 
towards Heaven, and prayed (ſhedding tears of 


joy) that God would bleſs thoſe charitable 


pine. 
The next week a man came for them. The 
woman was placed in a comfortable alms- 


houſe, where * was to be maintained all her 
| life. 
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life Mrs. Jones brought up the honeſt girl, 
who ſoon became an excellent cook, married, 
ſome years after, an honeſt working man, and 
led a very contented life, Mr. Jones and fa- 

mily now approached the city; and Mary ſaw 
that the little ſpikes, which ſhe had ſeen at a 
diſtance, were indeed ſteeples; and ſhe was 
not a little ſurpriſed at it. They now ſpoke of 
nothing but Charles and his tooth- ache; and 
Mrs. Jones felt her heart beat when ſhe 
thought on the ſad ſtate in which they ſhould 


probably find him. But how great was her 
joy when they came to the houſe and ſaw Charles "I 
himſelf, full of health and ſpirits, ſpringing 609 
out to meet them. She and his father em- 11 
| braced him, and Mary and James did the Wh). 
K 
ſame. As ſoon as Mr. Jones heard that the | 1&0 
| Jew Ephraim had cured him of his tooth-ach, Wks, 
he became dear to him; and he was not flow — wil 
in teſtifying hisgratitude, . | 1 I 
: } THE | 
1 
14 
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CH A P. XXXVII. 

MR. Jones's principal merchandize chiefly 
conſiſted of woollen cloths and ſtuffs, for 
which purpoſe he had eſtabliſhed a manufac. 
tory, and conſtantly employed a number of 
women and children to ſpin the wool, whoſe 
labours kept many looms in motion to weave it 
into cloth. By thoſe employments he main- 
tained above three hundred people. 

2 The day of his return was Saturday, when all 
the men, women and children who worked for 
him always came to receive the money which 
they had earned during the week, About fix 
o'clock the houſe reſembled a fair, there was 
ſuch a concourſe of people. Mr. Jones uſed to 
ſeat himſelf at a table, on which lay two or 
three bags of money, and called them one 
after the other, made each of them ſhew his 
account, which he examined with them, and 
paid them what they had earned. The people 
who received the money. behaved very dif- 
ferently, ſome went out with an air of ſtupi- 
fied indifference, others murmured, and faid 


that it was much too little, and that they could 
„ not 
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„„ 
not ſubſiſt on it; but many received their 
wages with a cheerful countenance, thanked 
Mr. Jones, and ſaid, that they would drink 
his health to-morrow. . SE oe 
A certain weaver attracted Mr, Jones's at- 
tention ; he' was one of the firlt who came into 
the room, yet, . ſtood fill without having ap- 
proached to receive his wages. He placed 
himſelf near Mr. Jones, with the fore finger 
of his right hand reſting againſt his noſe, and 
obſerved, very thoughtfully, how Mr. Jones told 
out his money. Sometimes he ſmiled, and ſome- 
times ſhook his head. At laſt Mr. Jones aſked 
him what he was thinking of? and if he did 
not wiſh for his wages? I will wait for it, an- 
ſwered he, if you will continue to reckon with 
the people. It rejoices me to ſee that you have 
ſo much money to pay, and I think how happy it 
ts that there are rich men in the world. How 
many people do you now give bread to for the 


* : 

* * 
= - = 
*44 4 * 
tz I \ 
Nan. y 
4: 4 

n+; 

. 
* f h 
bo 1 

* % : 1 
» - 
4 = & * 

* : 1 | 
. * 

e * ** 4 

"4147 * * 

1 
8 2 4 A 

7 OL 2 1 
2 = 
2. ER Th 
4 4 : . 

i © v% 
8: 

Mc 5 
4.2 1 
4. 1% 68 
e 
A ith 4 % 
N 3 Ping vx 9 
: * y 4 > 
e 

* 

e 
„ | E 8 
* c E 1 
* 5 «vj * 
__ f 
ad ? 

1 2 
4 * TH * 
* 18 
1 
i ! . pd 
Ne 

„ 3 [2 q 

: n . G 
4. 4 2 ** q 
1 "I 
E747 & 108 0 ” 
r xt H 
71 = 2 
ol f g 

E 7 

1 1 8 

a, : 
fs 4 

1 q 
** 7 2 
1 ; 

7 2s Wh 
3 i164 
A t * 4 

od $i 4 

14 i} 7160 U 
7 © nom: 

J 8. 5 
14 E 8 t 
v8 «5 , $ 5 

{HSE 5 
K \ 
1 

„ 

{ 1 19% 

. 1 

5 > L - 

11 Hs E 
1 LT + 
92 . 532 
l 1 g 3 
nnn 4 

1 
enn 
* i$ $7 

1 is £ £ 
* „ 1 
1 3 
- + 3» bo 
$4: 7 3£ 4 
19 73. ig 
„ "pb 9 
e 
19 7 5 
1 „ [TY 4 o 1 
17 
7 17 
AB: 
a x * 
* 1 
1 
— * I; 
$56) 1 
- 45 "ST. 
1 : 
N 7 
P32! | 
A 6 
TY + 44 
* 7 2 
* 
% 
Hi, 
* 


whole week, and many a bit of roaſt meat for 

a Sunday. I really know not how all the peo- 

ple in the world would live, if there were not 

rich men to ſet them to work. They could not 

buy wool, and if ſometimes they got a few 

pence, and could keep life and ſoul together 

while they ſpun it, or made it into cloth, they 

would loſe half their time in going about to 
4 | ſell 
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ſell it, and at laſt, perhaps, : be obliged to let 
ſome hard-hearted man have it; who, taking 
advantage of their poverty, would juſt pive 


them enough to buy the bread, their children 


might be crying for. But now they want no- 


thing, neither wool nor work, all the week ; 
and are ſure of receiving their e 1 0 
Saturday night comes. 

Mr. Jones looked at him with ſurprize, and 
the weaver who obſerved that his diicourſe- 
. pleaſed him, continued; there are indeed many 
who grudge the rich their money, and fee, with 


an envious eye, that they have ſuch beautiful 


- houſes, ſuch fine clothes, and keep ſuch good 


tables. But I always ſcold them, and ſay, you 


are very fooliſh people, who cannot ſee a bit 
further than your noſe. The rich cannot eat 
their gold, and if they build beautiful houſes, 

lay out fine gardens, buy grand clothes, and 


fare better than we can, why, they muſt always 
give money for what they get, and then it goes 
through a number of hands. The butcher, the 
baker, the carpenter, the maſon, the ſmith, the 


_ farrier, the glazier, the ſhoemaker, and all the 


reſt of us, profit by them; or how would theſe 
people live, if there were no men who had 


money to ſpend? I know, indeed, that nobody 
25 a farthing from n of the rich, by their 


good- 


/ 


15 


"7 05 J 
| ooh will, they are always ſcraping more and 


more money together, only to hoard it up. But 


happily: there are not many ſuch in the world. 


Mr. Jones admired this rational man's diſcourſe, 


paid him his wages, and adviſed him always to 
try to think in this manner; for ſuch a con- 
tented mind would make his little repaſt taſte 
better than the dainties of the hard-hearted rich, 
and he would lead a much happier life than 


thoſe who continually viewed, with an envious 


eye, the good fortune of their ſuperiors. 
Scarcely was this weaver gone out of the 
room than another drew near, who whiſpered 


Mr. Jones in the ear, that the man, who had juſt 
left him, was a ſharp hand ! How ſo? aſked Mr. 
Jones. He is a choice knave, anſwered he, 


if you knew how he has already deceived you, 
you would certainly not give him a ſhuttle-full 
more work, Mr. Jones expreſſed his ſurpriſe 


at this information, and defired him to wait 


till he had paid all the workmen, when he 
would ſpeak with him more about the mat- 
ter. | 

In the courſe of half an hows, Mr, Jones 
found himſelf alone with the weaver. Now 
honeſt man, aſked he, what more have you to 
ſay to me + I only fay this, that Maſter Jack- 
F 5 ſon, 
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ſon, who has been talking ſo finely to you, is a Z 


knave. I do not like to ſpeak ill of any body, 
ſtill what is true ought to be told. And it is 
not proper that I ſhould ſee ſuch a good maſter 


cheated, without telling him of it. His wife ſells 


one piece of ſtuff after another, which her huſ- 
band has ſpun from the wool that he cheats you 


of, I fuppoſe. For where elſe could it come 
'from? He is always buying new clothes. Laſt - 


week he had a new coat made, I cannot do 
thus, yet I never fit with my hands a-croſs. 

"Mr. Jones looked at this man with a pene- 
trating eye, and aſked with a firm tone, is all 
this true? He caſt his eyes down and anſwer- 


ed, to be ſure it is true, if it had not been ſo l 


ſhould not have faid it. And to whom did his 
wife ſell the ſtuff, continued Mr. Jones. That 
I cannot exactly tell, replied the weaver ; but 
you may be perfectly ſatisfied it is ſo, or I ſhould 
not have ſaid it. I would not for all the world 
tell you an untruth. | | 


Mr. Jones let him go, and promiſed that he 
would look carefully into the affair; and he re- 


ally did ſift the buſineſs thoroughly. He men- 
tioned to his wife, what this man had ſaid of 
Jackſon; and, from that hour, ſhe took vari- 
very methods to diſcover the truth. ” 


— 


Sb 


OL 
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She weighed the wool and the yarn, and 
meaſured the ſtuff with the ſame exactneſs; 
comparing his work with that of the other 
journeymen. After ſhe had watched thus care- 
fully, a whole month, ſhe came to her huſ- 
band, and ſaid, would you think it, that of all 
our journeymen the moſt honeſt is Jackſon, 
I have now for a ſufficient length of time ob- 
ſerved his work, weighed, meaſured and com- 


pared it with what has been done by the freſt | 


of the people we employ, and found that his 
was always wove in the beſt manner, the quan- 
tity equal, and often more than was brought 
home by the others who had the ſame mate- 
rials given to them. On the contrary, the 
man who flandered him, is a rogue, his ſtuff 
always wants a yard or two, and I have found 


out the place, where, the day before yeſterday, ' 


he certainly ſold a dozen yards. 'I am glad you 
have made. this diſcovery, ſaid Mr. Jones. 
The calumniator was ſoon called, upbraid- 
ed with his wickedneſs, and his work taken 
irom him. its 

Jackſon was then ſent for, and Mr. Jones 


ſaid to him, friend, you have been a com- 


mon journeyman long enough, you deſerve a 
more profitable employment, I will make you 
oyerſeer of my manufactory, you will have leſs 

F 6 work 
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'work to do, and will gain more money. Be 
but as faithful an overſeer to me, as you have 
e been a weaver, and I ſhall be content, 
The joy, this unexpected offer gave the ho- 


neſt man, may eaſily be ſuppoſed. He held 
up his hands and faid, is it peflible ! how is 
all this come about? You may thank Ned 


Sly for it, ſaid Mr. Jones. 


" Maſter Sly, Maſter Sly, who would have 
thought it, ſaid Jackſon, I always ſuppoſed 
that man owed me a grudge; but now L 


ſee I wronged him. You have not wronged 
him, continued Mr. Jones, Sly is a wicked 
man, he complained to me of you, as if you 
were a cheat, and purloined part of the yarn I 


gave you to weave. I did not know enough of 


you, for how-can I know all the people who 
work for me? But from that time I have been 


very atttentive: I have carefully meaſured, - 


and weighed all that you have done, and diſ- 
Covered that you were the moſt honeſt and 
induſtrious of all my journeymen. Tears of 
joy ſtarted into Jackſon's eyes, he thankfully 
prefled Mr. Jones's hand, and faid, I ſee now 
come to paſs what my poor dead father conti- 
nually uſed to ſay to me. © Jack, always tic 


1 honefly, and then your maſi ſpiteful enemies may 


contribute, without thinking of it, to your happi- 


neſs: | 
He 


( 109 J 
He returned to his houſe, and carried this 
news to his wife and children. It is eaſy to 
ſuppoſe what joy he ſpread among them. 


CH AP xxane 


THIS act. of juſtice afforded Mr. Jones ſin- 
cere pleaſure. . At dinner he could talk of no- 
thing, but honeſt Jackſon, and aſſured his family 
that he was better pleaſed at having become ac- 
quainted with his real worth, and that he had 


it in his power to reward him, than if he had 


gained a thouſand pound in trade. He ftill 
continued to talk of honeſty, and added, that 
an honeſt man was always happier than a 
knave, Had Jackſon cheated me, continued 

Fones, he would not have gained as 


much as he has now by his honeſty. He 


was very right when he ſaid that the very 
enemies of an honeſt man often labour to pro- 


mote his fortune, becauſe they ſpeak ill of 


him, which” contributes to make other people 
more attentive to his conduct, and they diſ- 
cover 
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cover the good qualities which a modeſt man 
is not eager to bring forward to notice. 
At the end of a fortnight another cauſe of 


joy occurred, which gave them even more 
pleaſure. Mr. Jones ſtood at the window 
chatting with his children, ſuddenly Mary 
cried out, father, father! look, look | what is 
that coming up the ſtreet? a whole cart full 
of people, I really believe it is the Curate, and 
all his family, In a moment Charles's head 
was out of the window. It is, it is, indeed ! 
There is dear Mrs. Benſon, there is George 
and Henry, Mr. Jones was ſoon convinced 
that it was them. Now there was a tumult 
of joy throughout the whole houſe, every one 
calling out here comes the Curate ! here comes 
the Curate The door was opened, the 
gueſts ſtepped out, all freſh and in health, 


But at firſt they could not ſay much; they 
were ſo ſtarved with cold that they could only 
bring out, as they tripped into the houſe, how 


cold it is! how dreadfully cold! Mr. Jones 
deſired his ſervant to take care of their horſe, 
and then followed his gueſts into a warm 
room. e 5 

The dear travellers thought it very pleaſant 
to come from the frozen fields into ſuch a com- 
fortable room, and be received by ſuch friend- 


I; 


ſur 
ex 


tha, 
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EB 
ly people. Mr. Jones and his. children helped 
them to take off their great coats and cloaks, 
with which they had muffled themſelves, and 
Mrs. Jones ordered ſome good chocolate to 
refreſh her friends, whoſe teeth ſtill chattered 
with cold. Half an hour paſſed before they 
were ſufficiently recovered to enter into any 
regular converſation; and it was not till after 
they had drank two cups of chocolate that they 
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began to converſe. They drew their chairs 64 
nearer to each other, and Mr. Noel, who came 2 
to aſk a queſtion, was ne to make one i; 41 
of the party. . | Iþ | | 

Now my dear friend, ſaid Mr. Jones, tell us I 
what has happened to you, ſince we left WT 
your houſe ; did the diſmal aye of 8 9 882 13 h 
long endure ? 14% jt 

The Curate related very ius 183 h 
how much they had afterwards ſuffered ; but IF 
aſſured them, at the ſame time, that they had #1 1 
never in their lives been better than they were "4 05 F 
at preſent ; the danger, continued he, of loſing 5 14 


end a.” + 


my wife and children, who are my only trea- 
ſure, made me very fad; but I have myſelf I 
experienced, that there is nothing more true, than 71 
what J have often preached to my pariſhioners; 
that forrow is very beneficial, As long as it en- 
dures, it indeed occaſions us trouble and pain, 

| 555 but 
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but when it is paſt we may plainly ſee the 1 
great advantages procured by it. I cannot 1 
expreſs to you, how contentedly we all now 1 c 
live. Our children always loved us, becauſe u 
we ever treated them with tenderneſs; but h 
when they, in their ſickneſs, ſaw how careful tc 
we were of them, how much we ſuffered on a1 
their account, they then firſt diſcovered the full pe 
extent of our affection, and are now ſo diſpoſed be 
to do every thing which we deſire, that we could W 
not wiſh for better children. And even my ge 
wife and I love each other much better ſince ric 
we have learned in the ſick chamber how ab- liy 
ſolutely neceſſary we are to each other. I my- ge 
ſelf have been very much improved by it, have ſhi 
become more mild and forbearing; formerly, 1 on 
cannot deny it, I was a little haſty. — (Well, 155 
well, anſwered his wife, holding up her finger "oo 
with an arch look, do not tell of yourſelf) for- no 
merly, continued he, I was indeed too haſty, I day 
muſt acknowledge it; and I too ealily became the 
angry when any little unlucky accident hap- cor 
pened in the family; but now how inſenſibly day 
have I been taught. patience, . by the anxiety | cho 
which 1 felt watching at the fide of the fick - frie 
bed. When one of them cried, oh, fa- ſeer 
x ther, I am fo thirſty; another, I muſt fic up; ſho 
third, oh, my, head! my head! it does 0 had 
ache! When the infant cried and the mother : Wy 


a 


ö if 113 1 
groaned, then I learned to be patient, then I 
learned to give ſoft words, Now, I ſhould 
certainly not ſo eaſily be made angry by any 
unlucky accident. And, how much more 
have I learned; 1 know now how we ought 
to nurſe the ſick, how to heal a bad breaſt, 
and how to treat children” who have the ſmall 
pox. Since the illneſs of my children IJ have 


been called in by all the peaſants, whoſe 1 
were fick of the ſmall-pox. 1 gave them the 


good advice, which I had gleaned from expe- 
rience, and have been ſo lucky as to ſave the 
lives of many children, who laid in a very dan- 
gerous tate, and the eyes of one; all which I 


ſhould not have been able to have done, if my 


own ſufferings had not taught me. 

If we had no ſorrow, we ſhould be ſo accuſ- 
tomed to the comforts of life that we ſhould 
no more think of their real value, or enjoy the 
days of health and peace; but. when, now and 
then, a day or week of anguiſh and diſtreſs 


comes, wer really rejoice in the pleaſant | 
days that follow. Yes, how good does this 


chocolate taſte in the company of ſuch dear 
friends, and with my beloved family; who 
ſeem to be ſnatched from the grave, I 
ſhould not have felt the pleaſure I now do, if I 
had never known ſorrow. It is with ſorrow 


as with the winter, whilſt it endures it 1s very 
diſ- 
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4 1 
diſagreeable; but when it is over it adds to 
the beauty and freſhneſs of ſpring. | 
You have obſerved very juſtly, dear Curate, 
faid Mr. Noel; for in my youth I had few real 
cares or ſorrows, every thing went on as I could 
wiſh; but I am aſhamed: of myſelf, when I 
look back, when I reflect what a man I have 


been. —I did, at the moment, whatever pleaſed 
my fooliſh fancy: I was proud, without pity, 


and treated poor people, as if they were no better 
than brutes. I was a tyrant to my ſervants, 
and uſed them ill for the leaſt overſight. Em- 
ployaient was a thing I never thought of, 


1 did nothing but drink, eat, dance and play; 


walk about, ridicule people, and fleep. It is only 
fince my ſufferings began, ſince I have endured 
poverty, hunger and contempt, that I have be- 
come prudent and virtuous. O how uſctul ! 
bow uſeful has ſorrow been to me! 


In ſuch friendly converſations a great part 


of the day paſſed away inſenſibly. About 


three o'clock. the Curate ſtood up, and 


taking his great coat, looked as if he 
meant, with his family, now to bid them adieu. 
But they all gathered round him, and oppoſed 


his departure. Mrs. Jones entreated, her huſe 
band repreſented that the days were now ſhort, 


and that it was dangerous to travel at night; 
os a5 
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25 for Charles and Mary, they even uſed force, | | 
holding the great coat that he might not put it 1 | 
on; at laſt his own family deſerted him, and 1 
joined in entreating him to ſtay. The chil- | |; | 


dren lamented and kiſſed his hand ; he took re- 
fuge with his wife, and begged her to ſtand by 
him; but ſhe made the matter worſe. I think, 
my dear, faid the, we may as well ſtay; we 
have left ſuch orders at home, that all will go 
well, though we ſhould not return to night. 
There was then a general expreſſion of joy. 
Fhe Curate ſaw himſelf overcome; and was. 
obliged to give up the great- coat, which the 
little folks held ſo faſt. Having gained their 
point, they ſprang joyfully from him, and 
locked it up carefully in a cloſet. | 


r 
2 . 


CHAP. 


AFTER the children had been ſome time in 
the room, they ran into the yard to amuſe 
themſelves with ſliding. They had two little 
ſledges with which they were allowed to play, 
as long as the yard was covered with ſnow. 

The rough wind that had Whiſtled in the morn- 
ing, was now laid; and the weather become 
quite mild. The children exerciſed them- 
ſelves ſo much by dragging the fledges, that 
they did not feel the cold; and were perfectly 
happy. The day now began to cloſe, and they 
reſolved to return to the company. But, be- 
fore they quitted the yard, a pleaſant thought 
came into Charles's head. He ſaw the plea- 
ſure cart in which the Curate and his fa- 
mily came; he got into it, begging his little 
playmates to follow him; they did not require 
many entreaties and were ſoon ſeated; and 
then Charles made a motion as if he drove the 
horſe on. Jehu, jehu! cried he, that we may 
ſoon arrive at George's houſe, © But there was 
no horſe to receive encouragement from, 


Charles; the cart did not move an inch from 
's 8 the 
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the place. Upon this, the whole party burſt 


out a laughing, and got out again. 
Their little driver followed them, though he 


could ſcarcely laugh with them, Could I but 


once have a ride in ſuch a cart; dear me, how 
pleaſant that would be! Do you really, ſaid 
George, wiſh to go? If you do, I will run 
directly to my father, and beg him to let the 
horſe be put to. 


There is the cart, and there and the 


horſe idle; in the winter it has little work to 
do; and I have often heard that horſes grow 


reſtiff when they ſtand long in the ſtable: ſo | 
it cannot do it much harm if we trot about for 8 
half an hour. And, without waiting for an 


anſwer, he ran into the parlour. All. the lit- 


tle folks followed him, and ſurrounded the 


Curate. 
George firſt whiſpered i in 115 ear what they 


wiſhed ; and they all ſeconded his prayer, either 


with their looks or words. The Curate ſhook 


his head and faid, I know not whether Mr, 
Jones will be ſatisfied. I cannot give you my 


permiffion without his conſent. All the chil- 
dxen then fixed their eyes on Mr. Jones, and he 

quickly ſaw, by their ſparkling, that they wiſhed 
to alk ſomething of him; he came up to them, 


aud enquired very good - humouredly, what 


they 
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they were conſulting about? The Curate told ta 
him, in a few words; and Mr. Jones, who ho 
always led to ſhew. that he reluctantly re- we 
fuſed to ſatisfy the wiſhes of his children, wh 
ſeemed diſpoſed to comply. He looked at the an 
ſky, and ſaid, the ſky is clear, the weather th; 
mild, and * have no objection to the party; | 
but we cannot let them go alone, becauſe wh 
ſome accident may happen through their an 
_ thoughtleſineſs. It is neceſſary that ſome per- tre 
ſon, of more years and experience, ſhould ac- po! 
company them. But J am afraid, my dear Sir, ſof 
that this little jaunt might weary you, as you the 
certainly are not quite recovered from the fa- mo 
tigue of your morning's journey. But the the 
Curate aſſured him, that he would willingly ſta1 
take part in their pleaſure; and added, that 1 
his little journey had not fatigued him, as he fig 
had deſigned to return in the evening. tho 
The two mothers were now called, and are 
aſked whether they would accompany them. gre. 
This propoſal was particularly agreeable te to 
Mrs. Jones, who had not been out of the out 
| houſe for above a week, and wiſhed for a little Ch: 
_ exerciſe, littl 
Mr. Jones then ordered his own horſe to be C 
harneſſed with the Curate's, that they might Cert 
not e the horſe whilſt they were larg 


taking 


„ 3 
taking their own pleaſure; and the children 


hopped and jumped for joy. Whilſt the horſes 


were putting to, they drank tea, and then the 
whole company ſeated themſelves in the cart; 


and they wrapped themſelves up ſo warmly, 


that they had nothing to fear from the cold, 


They drove directly to the Downs, from 


which they could ſee a great way on every ſide 


and the icicles, which hung on the rocks and 


trees, ſeemed to be beautifully diſpoſed on pur- 
poſe to amuſe them. The road was beaten, and fo 
ſoft, that the cart rolled ſmoothly on it without 
the company feeling any inconvenience from the 
motion; the weather was mild, the air ſtill, and 
the whole heavens ſerene and beſpangled with 
ſtars. > | 


Mary was particularly pleaſed with this 


ſight; and ſaid to her brother, look at all 
thoſe little lights, how they twinkle! They 
are not, anſwered. Charles, little lights, but 
great balls; the ſmalleſt of which is faid 
to be larger than our earth, Mary burſt 
out a laughing, and ſaid, only think, father, 
Charles wants to make me believe that thoſe 


little lights above us, in the ſky, are great balls. - 


Charles is right, replied the father, they are 


certainly balls; and the moſt part of them are 


larger than our earth, But how do you know 
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that, dear father, aſked Mary? I know it be- 
cauſe they are ſo far from us, and ſtill we can 
ſee them. Do you not remember how little 
the ſteeples of our city appeared when we were 
at a diſtance from them? It is the ſame with 
the ſtars, they ſeem little to us becauſe we are 


far from them. If they were no larger than a 


flambeau, they would be as inviſible to us as 
the bruiſes on the little balls at the tops of the 
ſteeples you ſaw when we were removed at a 
diſtance from them. | 

But is not this very wonderful, continued 
Mary? who has placed the ftars fo high? it is 
impoſſible for a man to reach them. 

It is indeed impoſſible, anſwered Mr. Jones; 
and it is for this reaſon that we ought to be 
certain, that beſide men, there ſtill muſt be a 
3 being whoſe power extends to the ſtars, as 
well as to our earth. I will now name this 
being to you: — children hear his name with 
reverence! He is called GOD |! at theſe words 
Mr. Jones folded his hands, the Curate did the 
ſame, the children imitated their example, and 
a profound filence enſued for above a mi- 
nute; which the Curate broke, by ſaying, 


there is ever an awful pauſe in my mind, when 


I think on this ſubject. We mult be blind if, 


in what we ſee above, below and around us, 
| a we 


kingdo 


hands 
little 

tinuec 
on wh 
If T h; 
very r 
a great 


if I h 


king, 


Vo 


„„ | 
we do not diſcover God. No mill, no watch, 
begins to move of itſelf. All theſe machines 
are produced by the human underſtanding ; | 
much leſs can the great world proceed from it- IT 
ſelf. Every thing goes on in it as orderly as in 
a good watch, The ſtars never go out of their 
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' courſe, or drive againſt each other; and all | bl 
things ſpring up in due ſeaſon; as I can ſay, 14 
beforehand, where the hands of my watch will Ry 1 
ſtand at a certain hour, fo I know where the 1 

ſun will be at eight o'clock to-morrow morn- b 

ing; where, to-morrow, will be this great 1 0 
beautiful ſtar which we call Venus; nay, in | 1 
nat part of the ſky the moon will appear in ; : ky 0 
a few minutes. Look where I point with my x \ 
finger, there it will ſoon be viſible. 4 a 
Scarcely had they advanced a few yards, at i 
| when the moon aroſe ; and they all clapped their 19 | 
| hands and cried, Oh the beautiful moon ! How ba | 
\ | little are we when compared with God, con- #$|| 
; WH tinucd he. I ſometimes think, with wonder, 1 
e on what J poſſeſs, when I walk in my garden. A | 
d If I had a whole village, men would reckon me 16 
5 very rich; if a large eſtate, I ſhould be called | 1 þ 
5 a great lord; and ſtill greater, ſhould I appear, 70 | 
n | if I had kingdoms ; as for example, a prince, | 11 
if, king, or emperor. But if I had a thouſand fe 5 a 
185 kingdoms, if I had the whole earth, what have | | | [ N 
ve 0K N . I of | | ; ; ' 
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I of the whole univerſe ? not more than one of 
thoſe little ſtars which glow above us. For 

to the people who inhabit thoſe little ſtars, our 

earth, with all its mountains, cities and ſtceples, 

cannot appear larger than one of thoſe little 

lucid points in which they live. 


Are there then people in the ſtars ? aſked. 


Mary, full of aſtoniſhment. 

How can we doubt it, anſwered the Curate, 
for do you not ſee, my dear children, that on the 
earth every thing is filled with living creatures, 
Dig into the earth, there all is alive. Mount 
upon a tree, there you will find various inſects. 
Cut a tree in two, and you will ſee that it con- 
tains a little city, in which there is a multi- 
tude of inhabitants. How many thouſands of 
inſects live in a ſingle cheeſe! if God thus 
fills every little corner of the earth, do you 
think that he would leave thoſe great globes 
like a deſart? Would he have gathered toge- 
ther all the living creatures upon ſuch a ſmall 
peint as our earth? The ſtars which we 
. ſee are only a ſmall part of the univerſe, 
Look' at that broad white ſtrip which croſles 
the. ſky, it is all compoſed of ſtars, which 
men diſcovered through good teleſcopes, and 
who knows how many thouſand are ſtil 


above them! God has made all theſe, they 
1 . belong 


G 


1 
belong to God. 05% God, how great art thou ! 
Oh God, how great art thau repeated Mr. 
Jones after him, and the whole company full 


of admiration remained filent. 
Have you then, aſked Mary, ſeen God? I 
have not ſeen him, nor can ons one ſee him, 


replied the Curate. 
J cannot believe then that God is here, if 


we do not ſee him, ſaid Mary. I ſee you and 
my father, George and all the reſt of us; I 


ſee the houſes too; why then do I not ſee 


God? The Curate would have explained the 


matter to her; but a ſudden guſt of wind 


carried his hat a conſiderable way over the 


downs. : 
The boy who rode on the firſt horſe held 
him in; the Curate got out and was obliged 


to run a good while before he caught his hat, 


for the wind rolled it before him. 
After he had got it again, he came back to 


the cart, and ſaid, do you know what took 
off my hat, and made it roll ſo far acroſs the 
downs? Oh, you know very well, ſays Mary, 


that it was the wind. The wind, anſwered 


the Curate, have you ever ſeen it? Mary 


having aſſured him that ſhe never had, 
you perceive then, he continued, my good 
girl, that there are things which no one has 
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ever ſeen, and which ſtill can produce effects. 


It is the ſame with God, no one ſees him; yet, 
He works every where. ” 

During this converſation the hour deſtined 
for the little jaunt expired, and Ly turned 
towards home. 

The children were ſo DADE by what the 
Curate had ſaid of God, that they were 
ſcarcely arrived at the houſe, when they 

« begged him and Mr, Jones to tell them ſome- 
thing more of their Creator. Mr. Jones went 
into an adjacent room, and brought a beautiful 

magnet with him. Pay attention, children, 
ſaid he, now I will ſhew you ſomething very 
remarkable ; he laid a needle, then a knife up- 
on the table, ſoon it raiſed them both, and 
they were attached to it; he afterwards laid a bar 
of iron under it, to which a ring was faſtened; 
it flew in the ſame manner, hanging to this 
wonderful ſtone, and ſo firmly adhered to it, 
that a conſiderable weight, which was {uſ- 
- pended to the ring, could not ſeparate them. 
What has raiſed the iron ? aſked Henry. 
There is ſomething inviſible, anſwered Mr, 


Jones, always in the magnet, which attracts 


iron. There are many things beſide which 
we cannot fee, whoſe effects we ſtill feel. Ap- 


. proach the oven, and you will feel it warm; go 


into the freſh air, and you will feel it cold. 
| | We 


1 

We have remarked, that cold makes the run- 
ning water hard; and that when you carry ice 
into a room, warmth will make it flow again. 
Nevertheleſs, you have never ſeen either the 
heat or cold in the air, which does all this. - 
So it is with God. Wherever we caſt our 
eyes, we ſee his works; but he himſelf is invi- 
ſible to us. 

During theſe inſtructive converſations, the 


evening paſt away; the time of reſt approached ; | 


but the children were ſo impreſſed by what 
they had heard of God, that they earneſtly en- 
treated their parents to continue this converſa- 
tion next day. 5 
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SCARCELY were the children aſſembled 


at breakfaſt the following morning, when they 


repeated the requeſt, which they had made to 
their parents the evening before, that they 
would ſay ſomething more of God; and Mr. 


Jones deſired the Curate to take the taſk on 


himſelf. 

Dear children, ſaid he, you may eaſily be- 
lieve that the God who has made thoſe great 
globes in the heavens, and all that we ſee on 
earth, oould eaſily torment and injure us, or, 
in a moment, kill us; but he does not do it; 
he only employs his power to give joy and 
pleaſure to the living creatures whom he has 


created. All the pleaſure that you have en- 


joyed in your life, and ſtill will enjoy, comes 


from the ſame God who made the ſtars. For 


he has produced all that gives you pleaſure. 
This chocolate, for example — 
I beg your pardon, Sir, interrupted Mary; 


our ccok made it. So it ſeems to you, 


continued the Curate ; but, in fact, all 
comes 


Ki. 
taſ 
fro 


5 
comes from God. The cocoa, and the 
ſugar- cane, of which the chocolate is made, 
he commanded to grow. He produced 
| the ſeeds out of which theſe plants ſprang ; 
warmed them with his ſun, and moiſtened 
them with his rain. The water, which is ne- 
ceſſary to mix with theſe ingredients, he lets 
ſpring out of a ſource that never fails; and the 
cook could not have made chocolate, if God 
had not given her more underſtanding than 
he has given to a cat or a dog. 

So it is with all that we ſee; God has made 
all. Nevertheleſs, it would all be loſt on us, 
if he had not ſo formed us that we can enjoy 
pleaſure, 


Mary, hold your hand out a little ; I "il 


ſhed a little chocolate into it ; does it not taſte 
very good ? 

You joke, Sir, ſaid Mary; I taſte nothing. 
He then gave her half-a cup-full, which ſhe 
raiſed to her mouth; and aſſured him, that 
now indeed ſhe taſted it. You ſee, children, 
how good God is, continued the Curate. Had 
he given to our. tongue and palate the ſame 


kind of ſkin that covers our hands, we ſhould 


taſte nothing, nor receive any more pleaſure 
from good roaſt mutton, than from chewing 
ſtraw. And, on the contrary, had he made 
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our hands in ſuch a manner that we could tafte 


through them, only ſuppoſe yourſelf how un- 
comfortable it would make us. Every mo- 


ment we muſt take hold of things which have 


a diſagreeable taſte ; and that would cauſe con- 
ſtant loathing and diſguſt. When we took a 
walnut out of its green covering, how much 
bitterneſs muſt we taſte before we come to the 
ſweet nut! | . 

He took a little almanack out of his pocket, 
and ſhewed the children ſome pictures, which 
they obſerved with pleaſure, He then bid 
them ſhut their eyes, and held a picture to 
them; but they ſaw nothing. . God could, 
continued he, eafily have formed our eyes like 
our eye-lids ; how miſerable we ſhould then 


have been! there would have been for us no 


beautiful colours, no rays of the ſun, no ſtars 
in the ſky to pleaſe us, our whole life long 
would be a black night. Shut your eyes once 
again, do you not find it true ? is not. all ob- 
ſcure and black before you ? ſo wauld you have 
been obliged to grope about all your life, if 
God had not in ſuch an ingenious manner 


formed your eyes. But come to me, Henry, 


and look in'my eyes, what do you ſee? my- 


ſelf anſwered Henry. I fee indeed two little 


Henrys which appear as like to me as one 


688 
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egg to another. And I ſee in thine, ſaid the 
Curate, two little Curates. Our eyes are like 
' mall looking-glaſſes, in which every object is 
reflected, that paſſes immediately before us. In 
this way we remark every thing beautiful, 
which God has produced in the world, we ſee 
the mountains, the woods, the flowers, the 


birds, the animals, the ſtars in the heavens, and 


our dear friends. Have you underſtood me ? 
the children aſſured him that they had. And 
now, George, ſtop your ears with your fingers. 
We ſee the mountains, the woods, the flowers, 
the birds, the animals, the ſtars in the heavens, 


and our dear friends, (he winked that he ſhould 
open his ears again,) have you now underſtood 
me? Not a word, dear father, anſwered he. 


How much pleaſure, rejoined the. Curate, 
ſhould we be deprived of, if God had not 


given us ears. We fhould not hear the in- 
ſtructive converſations of our friends, nor the 


ſweet ſounds of muſic; and of what uſe would be 
the melodious voice of the nightingale, if we 
did not perceive it? —all would be uſeleſs 
to us. 9 | 
What an agreeable odour the roſe, the 


carnation, the auricula, the hyacinth, has! 


all theſe pleaſures may be aſcribed to that wiſ- 
dom which has formed our noſe different from 
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dur eyes, hands, and mouth; becauſe he has 
formed it in ſuch a manner, that through it we 
Can feel the exhalations of things. 

It is thus our eyes, our ears, mouth, and 
noſe, are ſo many doors through which plea- 
ſure enters into our ſouls. But, oh, how much 
pain too, dear Mr. Curate, ſaid Charles, if you 
did but know what a dreadful pain I had in my 
teeth when my parents and ſiſter were with 
you! does pain alſo come from God? Un- 
doubtedly, anſwered the Curate, pain alſo comes 
from God. Far God, who has ſo formed us, 
that we can feel agreeable ſenſations, made our 
nature ſuch, that we muſt alſo feel difagreeable 
ones. But when he has ſent pain, he only does 
it that through pain he may procure us more 
pleaſure. Your father has informed me, that 
your tooth-ache gave you an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with an honeſt Jew who 


freed you from the pain; that this acquaint- 
ance had engaged him to advance a conſider- 


able ſum that enabled the Jew to begin a buſi- 
neſs, by which he maintains his family in a de- 
cent, honeſt manner. When you ſee this Jew, 
what do you think? 

I always feel ſincere joy, replied Charles. 
And this joy, continued the Curate, you 


have to thank your tooth-ache for, If you 
5 | had 


E 121 


had not had the tooth- ache, the Jew could. 


not have cured. you, your father would not 
have become acquainted with him, and of 
courſe would not have lent him the money, 
which has been of ſo much uſe to him. 
Your pain is long ſince over, but the Jew's 
happineſs will for a length of time afford you 
joy. Experience has then taught you that 
pain is ſomething good, becauſe it leads to joy. 
Can you ſtill recollect how the Jew looked, 
who freed you from your pain. 


O yes! anſwered Charles, very well; he 


had a large noſe, a grey beard, a brown coat, 
and a very ſtrange way of talking. It ſeems 


to me as if I now heard him ſpeak, as if [ ſaw 7 


him before me. 


Obſerve, ſald the Camus PR; hat God 


has ſo made us that we can repreſent to our- 


ſelves paſt and abſent things, and reliſh our 


amuſements over again ; he procures us, in this 
way, much pleaſure, By this faculty we can 
Tepreſent an abſent friend to our minds, remem- 
ber the good we have done, the pleaſures we 
have enjoyed; and , procure ourſelves many 
agreeable hours, independant of outward cir- 
cumſtances, Have you never read a book 
that amuſed you ? 15 

Les, many, anſwered they all. 
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Laſt week, ſaid Charles, I read Wome 3 3 
diſon; ; it is a dear book, and quite delighted me. 
But, continued the Curate, if you were to 
put that book before a dog or a Cat, it would 
not underſtand a word of the contents; and 
therefore could not receive any amuſement 
from it. If God then had not given you rea- 
ſon, only think how many pleaſures you would 
be deprived of; you could neither read a book, 
nor write a letter; you could not reflect how 
+ you could better your ſituation ; and no houſes 
would be built, but you would be obliged to 
live in holes and caverns like animals. Does 
it not then appear that God muſt love men, 
when he has formed them in ſuch a manner that 
they can enjoy ſo much pleaſure ? ? 
But, faid George, does not God love the 
poor animals, becauſe He has not created them 
in ſuch manner that they can erer as much 
pleaſure as men: | 
Be not anxious about that, anſwered his fa- 
ther; God has ſo formed every animal, that the 
greater part of its: life is paſt contentedly ; its 
pleaſures far exceed its pains, If animals are 
deprived of many of the enjoyments that God 
has granted to man, recollect that man is the 
moſt perfect work we are acquainted with, and 


has the moſt duties to fulfill. On the con- 
| ; 77 trary, 


t 93 1 | 

trary, animals are- perhaps often gratified with 
things which we paſs over with indifference ; 
life is a bleſſing to them, becauſe it is a gift 
from God, who, when He called any creature. 
into exiſtehce, deſigned to communicate ſome 
degree of happineſs to it; and when it ſuffers 
pain, it is to render it better, in order that it 
may enjoy more pleaſure. Look at Charles's 
Sancho, who is ſleeping yonder. God has 
particularly deſtined for his nouriſhment the 
bones, which man cannot eat; he can gnaw 
the griſtles, and ſuck the marrow out of them, 
and live on what we cannot eat or reliſh, 
The poor animal would be in a dreadful ſtate 
if he had a hoof like a horſe, and weak teeth 
like a ſheep. But you have juſt perceived 
that his Creator foreſaw all that he would: have 
need of, to procure his food, Now I have 


ſomething faſt in my hand. Come hither, 
George, and try if you can gueſs, by ſmelling 


it, what it contains. — You cannot. Now 
I will hold my hand to Sancho. See how 
he licks it, how he wags his tail; he will ſoon 
bark, he gives us now to underſtand that my 


fiſt contains ſomething which is proper for him 


to eat—there, Sancho, you ſhall have it, you 
have gueſt it; it was a cruſt of bread. You 
| perceive, by this, that God has given. a finer 
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ous of ſmelling to the dog, than to us; by 
which means he ſeeks for, and diſcovers, all the 
nouriſhment around him, which is fit for him, 
Conſider a little his paws—how ſupple they 
are, and provided with ſuch excellent nails 
with which he can hold faſt the bone he wiſhes 


to gnaw ; but this could not be done if he had 


the feet of an horſe or a goat: and theſe teeth, 
ſee how firm and ſpiky they are; by the 
help of them he can gnaw the hardeſt 
bones, and ſuck out their marrow, It is 
the ſame with all animals—-God has taken 
as much care of them as of the dog—He 
has given to each all that it required to pro- 
cure it food and pleaſure. If Mrs. Jones has 
in her kitchen a fowl or a fiſh, intended for 


mm ⁊᷑⁊ 


dinner, and will allow me to obſerve it a little, 


I will let you yourſelves ſee that God has ten- 
: derly thought of it. 
Mrs. Jones went ſmiling out of the room; 
but ſoon came back; and brought a wild- 
gooſe, and a pike with her, which- the cook 
had juſt killed and drawn. 
Here will be ſomething to ſee, cried the 
Curate, children pay attention! this gooſe 
found its pleaſure in the water; and you ſee 


that it is ſo formed, that it can live as well in 


the water as A man can on land, See what 
large 


mm 


„ ö 

large feet it has, very unlike thoſe of a turky; 
but theſe kind of feet are neceſſary, that it 
may advance in the water. If it had not ſuch 
feet, it would with difficulty move from the 
place where it firſt began to ſwim. See how 
thick and cloſe the feathers are together, ſo 
that the water rolls off without wetting it, 
Through the aſſiſtance of this warm fur, the 
animal can live continually in the water, with- 
out a drop coming to its body. But the food 
it finds in ponds and lakes, where it uſually 
ſupports itſelf, might eaſily fail. — What then 


would the poor animal do? its feet are not 


made for running. If it walked on the earth 
from one pond to another, it would ſoon be 
hurt, or carried away by its enemies, but this 
inconvenience has been © foreſeen and pro- 
vided for. What it wants in ſwiftneſs of 
foot has been made up by thoſe long and 
ſtrong wings. With theſe it can raiſe itſelf 
in the air very high, and can move it- 
ſelf from one place to another far quicker 
than I can im my pleaſure- cart. Let us now 


examine its eyes, they are undoubtedly very _ 


different from ours. Obſerve further, the ten- 


der little ſkin, which this animal can advance to 


cover its eye, yet can ſee very well through 


it,—This No indeed, muſt be very uſeful 


when | 
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when it plunges its head into the water, for it 


guards the eye in fuch a manner that no water 
can penetrate. to it, and ftill does not prevent 
its diſcerning its food at the bottom. Its bill 
alſo, deſerves attention. It is armed with teeth 
with which it can break its prey. | 


Now let us conſider the pike ; it has neither 


feet nor wings; but theſe are not neceſſary; it 
only lives in the water, and never ſeeks for any 
| pleaſure out of it; yet it has been formed by 
its Creator with the fame art and wiſdom as 
other animals. Feel'this armour which covers 


its body : it is all compoſed of ſcales, which 


lie ſo cloſely one over the other, that not a 
drop of water can come through them. You 


have certainly ſeen a ſhip, or ſome other 


veſſel, and remarked the rudder, which the 
pilot turns to direct its courſe. Our pike has 
likewiſe this rudder—it is his tail, in which 
there is great ſtrength ; when he ſtrikes the 
water with it he can move himſelf wherever 
he wiſhes ; yes, he can, by the help of it, ſo 
ſtrongly impel himſelf forward, that he glides 


through the water like a dart. And it muſt 
be ſo, or he would not live comfortably,  be- 
cauſe the little fiſh are deſtined for his ſupport, 


and how. could he catch them, if he had not 


been made to ſwim quicker than they? But 
- x let 
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let us examine the other parts of his body. As 


the pike was made to live by hunting ſmall 
fiſh, he had need of arms; and they are here 
in his maw : ſee theſe ſpiky teeth, which are 
ſo firmly ſet ; when he chaſes a fiſh, he darts 
upon it open mouthed— ſnaps it and alas 
' the poor fiſh that comes into his teeth need 
not think of eſcaping. You may aſk, indeed, 
with ſurprize, why God has abandoned this 
little fiſh 'to the voracious pike ? but. conſider, 
if God would give life to a great number of 
animals, it could not be otherwiſe, ſome muſt 
| ſupport others. We hunt the hare and the 
partridge, and find them very good; why then 
ſhould it ſeem unreaſonable to us, if the pike 
chaſes the little ſh, and invigorates himſelf 
by devouring them? Some time or other thoſe 
animals muſt die, and when the pike craſhes 
them with his teeth, it is done in the twinkling 
of an eye; on the contrary, they would have 
endured much more if they had died of old age. 


I ſhall only ſay a few words more of the pike; 


he is not entirely without feet. Theſe ſtrong 


fins ſerve inſtead of them, and muſt be very : 


uſeful to him when he ſwims through the water, 
or glides to the bottom, which he often does. 
It is the ſame with all other animals: if 


you could bring me a thouſand different ones, 
| | 5 
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or the ſmalleſt worm, I could ſhew you in each 
of them how God has provided it with the 


organs, or inſtruments, neceſfary for its ob- 


taining all the nouriſhment and pleaſure ne- 
ceflary for it. | — 

O God, how good art thou! cried Charles, 
quite affected. Yes, indeed, added Mr. Jones, 
we have cauſe to ſay, O God, how good art 
thou! When I ſee the works of God, I can- 


not help believing that he is a maſter, whoſe 


greateſt joy is to render happy thoſe creatures 
whom he has made ; or, to ſpeak with more 
propriety, that he is the great F ather of all, 
Ti:ough the whole world has he diffuſed plea- 
fure; in every little plant, in every drop of 


water does it lurk; and he has ſo formed every 
living creature, that it can draw, from this 
common ſource, its portion of pleaſure. 
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WHILE Mr. Jones was ſpeaking, the 


Curate flipped out of the room. In about a 


quarter of an hour he returned, and told the 


company ſomething, which was not very agree- 


able to them. The horſe, ſaid he, is put to, 


and waits for us: children, we muſt now im- 
mediately take leave. Then they all began, 


as they did the evening before, to expoſtulate, 


complain and entreat. But after the Curate 
had repreſented to Mr. Jones that the neceſ- 
ſary duties of his profeſſion now obliged him 
to return home, he took his part, and ſaid, I 
dare not detain a man who has important bu- 


ſineſs at home. Charles and Mary had, at 
firſt, refuſed to give up the Curate's great coat, 


which they had ſeized on; but as ſoon as their 
father deſired them, they brought it to him. 
They now ſtood, near a quarter of an hour, 


taking leave z. thanking and kiſſing each other. 
Then the gueſts ſtepped into the cart, after 


having received an aſſurance from Mr, Jones 
and 
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and family, that they would ſoon come and 
ſee them; and off they drove to their own 
village. | 
After dinner, Mr. Ja returned to his bu- 
ſineſs, and encouraged his family to do the 
ſame, During January, and part of February, 


their employments went on in a regular man- 


ner, without any thing remarkable happening. 
It was towards the middle of February that 
ſomething occurred which at firſt 28 them 
all very uneap. | 


One day, as Mr. Jones was fitting i in the midſt 


of his family, amuſing himſelf with them, Mrs. 
Sandford entered the room ; her eyes were red 
with weeping, and after a ſhort compliment, the 
bittereſt complaints burſt from her. Mr. and 


Mrs. Jones, ſaid ſhe—ah, dear Mrs. Jones, pity 


me ! — If you do not take my part, if you 
do not aſſiſt me, 1 know not where I ſhall 
find refuge. They offered her a chair, and 
aſked her what had diſtreſſed her.—She ſeated 
herſelf, and ſaid, you will ſee how a poor 
widow is treated, I have earned ſo much by 
my daughters s, and my own hard labour, as 
to be able to lay by one hundred pounds; this 
ſum 1 did not wiſh to touch while I could 


work, that I might have ſomething when 1 
became old or ſick ; or if my dear children 
ſhould have any unforeſeen occaſion for it. 1 
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know not how Mr. Skinpenny heard of it, who 


has an apartment in the houſe where I lodge: 
but it is about ſix months ſince he came into 
my room, and aſked whether I would lend him 
a hundred pounds? faying, that he fhould loſe a 


great advantage in trade, if he had not that 


ſum to complete a payment: he added, that he 


would give me a note for it; and, at the end 


of a quarter of a year, would pay me the mo- 
neh with many thanks. I did not even ſuppoſe 


that 1 had any reaſon to fear being betrayed by 


a man who had more guineas than J had pence. 


I gave him the money ; and he gave me a note, 
on which was written that he had received a 


hundred pounds from me; I put this note 
into my bureau, and thought my money in 
good hands. 

But what do you ſuppoſe has happened? 
Three months paſied away; another and an- 
other followed: it, and Mr. Skinpenny did not 


appear to think of paying me. At laſt I re- 


minded him. Woman! replied he haſtily, do 


you dream, or are you mad? What, I borrow. 


a hundred pounds of you? not a hundred 
pence have I ſeen of your's; I think you are 
Joking with me. I replied, you have ſo much 
buſineſs in your head, that probably you have 


Fd 


note, 


forgotten this trifle; but I will ſhew you your 


* 


1 


note. — Ves, ſaid he, when I ſe that, I Will 


readily believe it. I ran up to my room, 


opened my bureau, but no note could I ſee. 


1 ſearched through every part of it, through 
every corner of the room; but no note could 
J find. | 5 
What could a poor woman do? I went to a 
relation of my deceaſed hufband, who is an at- 
torney, and told him of my diſtreſs. He ad- 
viſed me to bring the affair into a court of juſ- 


kice, offered to take my cauſe in hand, and 


added, that he would certainly make Mr. Skin- 
penny pay me. But this buſineſs has been go- 
ing on for ſome time, without my being able to 
gueſs how it will end; and has already drawn 
from me all the little money I had left. To- 
morrow it is to be determined; and Mr. Skin- 
penny will ſwear that I did not lend him the 
money, Think of this man, who will advance 
before the court, and venture to ſay, that he 
will renounce the bleſſing of God; nay, that 
he wiſhes He may puniſh him if he received 
the gold from me, when he knows very well 
that he did. What a wicked man! my blood 
runs cold when I think on it. If he ſwears, I 
| ſhall not only loſe my money, and have to pay 
the coſts of the ſuit ; but be reckoned a cheat 
by thoſe who are not thoroughly acquainted 

„„ with 


1 


with my character.—I, poor widow, I have no 


witneſs of my innocence, but that God who- 


knows all! 
Mr. and Mrs, Jones incerely "itied her. It 


1s, ſaid Mr. Jones, a diſagreeable buſineſs; I 


khow not what advice to give you, if the man 


ſwears the money is loſt; but do not let your 


courage ſink, my dear Madam. The all- ſee- 

ing God is indeed, as you ſay, your witneſs; 
He knows that you lent the money, and that 
you received a note from the miſer; and he 
will certainly, one day, bring your innocence 


to light. This, ſaid Mrs. Sandford, is my 
only comfort; if I had not this, I ſhould die 


under a weight of ſorrows. 

While ſhe was ſpeaking thus, Ys one 
knocked violently at the door, and entered be- 
fore they could gueſs who it was. It was a 


girl who had run herſelf quite out of breath. 
Is Mrs. Sandford here? aſked ſhe; then per- 


cei ing her, ſhe ſaid, is it true that you have 
a law-ſuit with Mr. Skinpenny ; and does he in- 
tend to ſwear to-morrow that he never received 
any money from you? Be eaſy, things will not 
go ſo ſmoothly ; here, here is his note He 
has torn it, to be ſure; but it may ſtill be read. 

You will probably wiſh to know how I got it; 
I will ſoon tell you, 
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You may remember that I lived ſome time 
ago as a ſervant in the houſe where you lodge. 
One day, when you went out with your daugh- 


: ters, I was putting ſome things to rights in a 


0 


little cloſet on the ſame floor with your apart- 
ment; Mr. Skinpenny came ſoftly up ſtairs, 
opened your door, and went up to your bureau, 
with a key in his hand; I was aſtoniſhed to 
ſee him enter—to think that a man, who I | 
knew to be ſo rich, ſhould turn thief! and 


waited, where I ſtood, till he came out—He did 


not make me wait long; he ſoon came out 
with a piece of paper in his hand, and ſhut the 


door very carefully after him. This made me 
very curious to know what he had been doing 


in your room; and as ſoon as he had returned 
into his own, I crept ſoftly down ſtairs, peeped 
through the key-hole, and ſaw him tear the 


| paper, and throw it into a cloſet amongſt ſoine 
other waſte papers, which he generally burnt 


in the evening when he had a light. - Now, 
thought I, I have ſeen enough. At night 


when I made his bed, and lighted his candle, 
I buſied myſelf, for ſome time, about the 


room, and when he turned his back for a mo- 
ment, I ſnatched up the paper, and was half 
dead with fear, when I ſaw that the man had 


been ſo wicked as to fical a note which he had 


given 


! MIN. 


„ 
given you as an acknowledgment of a debt. 
I wiſhed to have told you of it immediately, 
but you know when one has ont's bread to 
get it is neceſſary to be careful; I was afraid 
that my miſtreſs might turn me away for diſ- 


obliging her lodger, and I did not know what 


ſteps he might take to wreak his vengeance on 


me, ſo I reſolved to lock it up ſafe in my i 


trunk. | 

I was ſoon after ſent for to viſit my poor ſick . 
mother, and quite forgot the affair, till I 
heard, this morning, of your law-ſuit. I then 
ran quickly to my trunk, and found the note 


where I had left it, and was as glad as if I 


had found twenty pounds. Here take it, and 


hold it to=morrow under the old cheat's noſe, 
T will be in court myſelf, and declare all I 


know of the matter. It may be catily 
conceived how good Mrs. Sandford was 
affected, when ſhe ſaw herſelf ſuddenly de- 
livered from all her troubles, by the honeſty of 
this girl. Agitated, ſhe raiſed her hands to 
heaven, and ſaid, O God, who knoweſt all 


things, how wonderfully Thou haſt brought my 


mnnocence, and this man's wickedneſs, to light 3 
Oh, God, who knoweſt all things, added Mr. 
Jones, Thou art witneſs to all our actions! 


happy would it be for us, if we always thought 
Vol. II. H of 
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of Thy divine preſence, and conſtantly did 
juſtice; ſo wouldeſt Thou one day make our 
honeſty appear, either in this world or a better. 
lle afterwards praiſed the girl's honeſty, and 
encouraged her to relate, firmly, in the court, 
what ſhe had ſeen; and then went with her 


himſelf to the counſellor, and told him the 


diſcovery which they 85 made by her 


means. 
He, like a humane man, teſtified his j Joy at 


this intelligence, and promiſed that the inno- 


cent Mrs. Sandford ſhould have ample Juſtice 
done her the following day. 

At the hour appointed, Mrs. Sandford was 
ready, with a cheerful face; and Mr. Jones 
alſo went into court to ſee what turn this af- 
fair would take. Mr. Skinpenny appeared 
with a confuſed countenance, and the judge 

aſked him if he ſtill perſiſted to deny that he 
had borrowed any money of Mrs. Sandford? 
Yes, was his anſwer ; I did not want money, 
and if I had, I certainly ſhould not have 
thought of applying to ſuch a poor woman. 

The judge then alked him if he would take 
his oath. 

Yes, anſwered he, BR a trembling voice. 

The counſellor then ſhewed him his note; 


he ſtarted back at the ſight, as he had been 
ſtruck 


+ 
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ſtruck with lightning ; however, he recollected 
himſelf in a minute, and ſaid, ' it was a for- 
gery, and that he would ſwear that he had not 
written it. But when the maid was called, who 
told him to his face in what manner he had 
ſtolen the note out of Mrs, Sandford's room, 

he could no longer deny it. 
The judge then gave a charge to the jury, 
who, without going out of court, pronounced 
him guilty, and he was condemned to pay her 


the money and damages to the amount of two 


hundred pounds, beſide the coſts. 

Mr. Skinpenny would have preferred a priſon 
to parting with ſo much money; but when 
he recollected himſelf, he gave it, as if be had 


been parting with ſo much of his heart's. 


blood. 

It is eaſy to conceive what anguiſh it mu 
have coſt him, who groaned when he was 
obliged to part with a penny. All thoſe who 


were in court ſincerely rejoiced that God had 


brought to light what had been fo cunningly 
concealed. Afterwards Mrs. Sandford gave 
ten guineas to the girl, as a reward for her 


honeſty, which ſhe had ſome difficulty to make 


her accept. 
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WHEN Mr. Jones returned home, he 
found a poor woman who had already waited 
for him above half an hour. She moſt car- 
neſtly entreated him to intereſt himſelf about 
old Martin, one of his weavers, becauſe bis 
ſon had treated him very inhumanely, and leſt 
him to ſtarve in a garret. What! a ſon leave 
a father to die with hunger? aſked Mr. Jones, 


quite ſhocked; and, without ſaying a word 


more, he followed the woman, who conducted 
him to the poor man. | 

After having mounted up three pair cf airs, 
he found him in the moſt wretched ſtate : old 
age had rendered him ſo infirm, that he was 
unable to get out of his bed; and this bed 


- ſcarcely deſerved the name of one, for it only 
cConſiſted of rags and a few old cuſhions, with 


not more than a handful or two of feathers in 
them. What ! do you come yourſelf ? cricd 


- the wretched grey-headed man, as ſoon as 
he diſcovered him, Ah! will you help me? 
: LE You 


[ 149 J 


You ſee now how cruelly my graceleſs ſon has 
treated me! I gave him my houſe, with only 
this condition, that he ſhould maintain me till + 


my death; but, no ſooner had he the houſe 
ſecure, than he uſed me like a dog; he turned 
me out of my own room, and only allowed 
me this miſerable garret, where I am almoſt 
frozen with cold—He eats with his wife every 
day good roaſt or boiled meat, and only ſends 
me bread and cheeſe, and a little pot liquor; 
and, as if this was not enough, I am often 


obliged to wait till three or four o'clock before 


1 can get a morſel, and when he brings me 
ſomething, he gives it me with the moſt cut- 
ting words ; he has even faid, that he is tired 
of me—that he could not any longer nurſe 
 me—and that I had lived long enough—and 
that it was time that I ſhould leave the world. 
Oh! Mr. Jones, it is hard to hear ſuch things 


from a child whom I have carefully brought 
up from his infancy, and put in a way to 8 85 


an honeſt livelihood, 


Mr. Jones trembled in every limb when he 


heard this. I could not have believed that 
there was a monſter in the world, ſaid he, with 


ſuch a hard heart, as to abandon a father, 


who in his childhood was careful to nouriſh and 
educate him, Defire the man to come up 
H 3 here, 
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here, continued he, angrily, to the woman 
who had conducted him. | 

He came up with a ferocious look, and 
Mr. Jones aſked him, very ſolemnly, whether 
he was not afraid that God would puniſh him 
for leaving his father, his greateſt benefactor, 


in want and forrow ? Why, replied the rude 


man, I have children to ſupport myſelf, and 
I have enough to do to procure them bread ; I 


know not where it is to come from, if this old 
man muſt always have ſome dainty to devour ; 
indeed, it is impoſſible for any man to. bear 
with him When he is in our room he finds 
fault with every thing; ſometimes he ſcolds 
about this, ſometimes about that. I do not 
| like to have in my houſe ſuch noiſe and vexa- 
tion ; I will be maſter here, 

The old man interrupted Thomas, ſaying, 
Thomas, what are you talking about? Do you 
not know that the houſe is mine? Have I, 
your father, deſerved this of you ? 

Well, what right have you to ſay ſo much, 
anſwered the hard-hearted man, you did not 
uſe your father much better; for our neighbours 
have not failed to tell me what an undutiful ſon 
you were in your youth Do you ſtill recol- 
lect how you gathered the ſcraps from your 


table, 
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table, for your poor father, which other people 


gave to their dogs ? 

The grey- headed man 8 with re- 
morſe when he heard theſe bitter reproaches, 
and groaned out, O God Thou art juſt ! 

Mr. Jones then deſired this ungrateful ſon 
to leave the room, and aſked the old man, 
' whether the accuſations his fon had brought 
againſt him were true? A ſtream of tears 


ſtarted from his eyes at this queſtion, Ah, woe 
is me! anſwered he, they are but too true! 


I had alſo my old father in my houſe, and be- 
cauſe he for ſome years lay bedridden, and could 
no longer earn any thing, I was weary of ſup- 


porting him, and indeed often let him ſuffer 


want — and, oh! I now remember that I 
ſometimes uſed very hard words when I ſpoke 
to the old man, my father. Here, upon theſe 
flocks, where I lie, he alſo laid for three years, 


till he died in the greateſt miſery—Yes, now 


I ſee that my behaviour to my poor old father 
deſerved this puniſhment. 


Unhappy man, ſaid Mr. Jones, how could. 


you be ſo cruel as to abandon, your father? 
Did you never think how much trouble he had 
with you in your infancy? Did you not 


know then that God ſees all, and that he is 


juſt? That he returns to every man what he 
H 4 has 
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has merited? That he rewards the good, and 
puniſhes the wicked ? Could you expect your 


ſon to become good, when you yourſelf were 


wicked? See in all this the juſtice of God 


bear patiently with the puniſhment you have. 


deſerved—and pray to God to have mercy on 
you; meanwhile I will endeavour to ſoften 
your miſery as much as I can Here is half- a- 
guinea; get ſomething to cheer you, and [ 


will now go to your ſon and adviſe him to act 


more like a man ;—and if you ſhew by your 
patience that you truly repent, the juſt God 
may, perhaps, ſoften your puniſhment,” Saying 


ſo, Mr. Jones left the old man, whoſe tears. 


flowed faſt as he begged God to pardon 
him, and went to ſeek for his ſon. 
He ſpoke very forcibly to him, and aſked 


Whether he did not hope to live to be old, and 


whether he did not fear that his children 
might treat him, in the days of his weakneſs, 


. as he now treated his old father? He added, 


that the God who now puniſhed his father's 
fins, would alſo, in his own time, certainly 
puniſh him. For of this he ought to be con- 
vinced, ſince no man could eſcape the chaſtiſe- 
ment of the All- wiſe and juſt God; and growing 
ſtill warmer, he continued, that if he did not 


that 


- 


E -3 | 
that very day bring his old father into a warm 
chamber, and procure him a good bed, ind. 
ſufficient nouriſhment and attendance, he would 
take no more notice of him, and never give 
him any more employment ; for if a man was 
ſo wicked as to be ungrateful to his parents, 
he. ſhould never expect him to act honeſtly 
towards other men. Theſe words were like 
a loud thunder-clap to the hard heart of the 
ſon, and frightened him into a promiſe, that 
he would behave better to his father in 
future. 77: | | 

And now indeed the fate of the miſerable. 
wretch was ſoftened. Mr. Jones often en- 
quired after him, and always heard that he was. 
no longer ſuffered to want any thing. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


HE weather, towards the end of F 5 
bruary, became very mild ;—the ſun began to 


ſhine — warm winds to blow—and the ſnow to 
melt away. Charles and Mary ſaw with much 
pleaſure how the earth and the tiles, which, till 
then, had been all white, now began to ſhew 
their own colours. They believed that the 
ſpring was certainly coming — They ac- 


tually conſidered how they ſhould alter their 
little garden—what they ſhould ſow and plant 


in it—and already began to gather their ſeeds 
together, which they intended to ſow in their 
little beds. 


But, as during the winter an unuſual quan- 


tity of ſnow had fallen, which the warm weather 
ſuddenly diſſolved, it covered all the fields like 
a ſea, and the moiſtened earth could not readily 


imbibe ſuch an unuſual deluge of water. Tor- 


rents ran from-all the mountains, ſwelling the 
Seyern till it overflowed its banks, and ſpread 
deſolation- over the whole country.—It was a 
fearful inundation! 


It 
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It may be ſuppoſed that Mr. Jones's family 
were in pain for their beautiful garden, which 


lay on the banks of this river. Charles and 


Mary were continually peeping out to ſee how 
far the waters were come, When they went 
to bed the ſtream ſeemed to be as high as the 


bank, but in the morning the maid came into 
the room with the ſad news that the whole 
garden ſtood under water. £ ; 

At the ſame time, they heard from all ſides 


complaints of the devaſtation which the waters 
had made. One man ſpoke of the bridges, 


mills, and houſes, that had been carried away ; 
of the trees which had. been torn up by the 
roots, and of the men that had been drowned. 
Theſe accounts cauſed great trouble in Mr. 
Jones's family; he was ſorry for his garden, 


but ſtill more ſo for the unhappy wretches, 


who by this inundation had probably loſt all 
their property. Mary regretted her auriculas, 


and Charles was in pain for his beds of cab- 


bages. Mrs, Jones thought of the little ſum- 
mer-houſe which had been built only a few 


years at ſome little diſtance from the river, + 


and ſhe feared, with reaſon, that the water 
had carried it away. 

She had {carce y mentio ed the ſummer⸗ 
| —_ when Mr. Jones claſped his hands with 
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terror, and ſaid, where is honeſt Henry who 
ſleeps there? Our poor Henry What has be- 
come of him? He muſt be drowned, or he 
will die of hunger. They were all ſhocked, 
and ſaid, poor Henry! How could we ſo en- 
tirely forget him? What muſt we do? How 
ſhall we reſcue him? 

5 This inſtant, ſaid Mr. Jones to his ſervants, 
this inſtant run to a waterman, and beg him, 
with ſome of his mien, to go in a boat to fave 

„Henry, and I will gladly pay him whatever he 
8 EE i 
The ſervant went, but Mr, Jones was fo 
anxious, that he could not remain behind; 
he ran himſelf after the ſervant, and ſoon en- 
gaged a waterman, by the promiſe. of a guinea, 
to row to the ſummer-houſe ; not ſatisfied with 
this, he jumped himſelf into the boat, and his 
ſervant followed him. He took one of the 
oars, and rowed with all his might, till he ſaw 
the ſummer-houſe, which indeed was in great 
danger : it ſtood in the midſt of water, which 
had filled the chamber in which Henry flept, 
and had almoſt reached the little upper room. 
When they came near, they diſcovered him 
half. out of the window, extending his arms 
towards them. They redoubled their efforts 


—arrived—faftened the boat to the houſe, and 
threw 


* 


3 
threw a rope up to him, by which he might 
deſcend. Full of joy, he caught hold of the 
rope, faſtened it to the TR and lipped 
down. 

As ſoon as he came into the mw he fell 
upon his knees, and cried out, O God, Thou haſt 
had compaſſion on me! Thou haſt heard my 
prayer. ! Then he roſe and thanked Mr. Jones 


and the people who were with him very hear- 


tily for their having taken ſuch care to ſave. 
his life. | 

Afterwards Mr. Jones aſked him how he 
felt when he found himſelf in ſuch — : 
danger ? 

At firſt, ſaid he, I thought I ſhould ſoon - 
die with terror. Þ Yeſterday evening I lay | 
quietly down to reſt ; but ſcarcelyhad it ſtruck 
twelve, when I heard a ſhaking and a noiſe 
in my room; I liſtened and ſlumbered again, 
but the noiſe ſtill increaſing, I was ſoon broad 
awake; unable to ſtay any longer in bed, I 
ſprung out, and ſtood up to the calves of my legs 
in water. I cannot deſcribe how terrifying this 
was I quickly ſnatched up my clothes, waded 
through the water till I came to the door, and 
ran up ftairs to the room where you and 
Madam drink tea in the ſummer. But what * 
anguiſh did I afterwards endure ! The wind 


raged 


„„ 
raged againſt the windows, and whiftled 
through the houſe ; the waters made ſuch a 
tempeſtuous noiſe that I ſuſpected nothing leſs 
than that the ground would give way under me, 
This morning, about hve o'clock, the water 
entered the upper room, then I gave up all 
hopes. It appeared certain that I ſhould 
- periſh by hunger or water. At laſt I thought 

that God was with me, and at the ſame mo- 
ment I began thus to pray to him: gracious 
God! Thou haſt already preſerved me fifty 
years in this world: Thou haft granted me 
many bleſſings which I ought to thank Thee 
for; and Thou wilt not even now abandon 
me J fave me, if I can be of any uſe in the 
world—It is very eaſy to Thee. But if it is 
Thy will that 1 ſhould now quit the world— 
—behold me—here I am. My God! I am 
content. Thou art my dear Father, and I 
am Thy child. I muſt ſubmit to whatever 
Thou thinkeſt fit to do with me What Thou 
wilt! It muſt be good, if it comes from 
Thee. I cannot expreſs to you, Sir, how 


_ comfortably I felt after this prayer; ſuch a 
- pleaſant hour have I not had for a great while. 
I felt, through. my whole ſoul, that I was near 
God, and my fear vaniſhed, I almoſt died with 


joy when I thought, ſhould my gracious God 
| leave 
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leave me to die, he muſt know that death is 
better for me than life. Afterwards I ſtood up6n 
the chair on which I had been ſitting, and ſaid, 
once more, cheerfully, Yes, gracious God, I 
am here - Do with me what ſeemeſt beſt to 
Thee! Then I went to the window, looked 
cout, and ſaw nothing but water around me, 
for no living ſoul could I ſee. For about 
three quarters of an hour did I look around 
my thoughts ſtill turned to God. When I 
diſcovered a boat, and ſaw that it rowed to- 
wards me, it ſeemed to me as if God himſelf 
was coming—for I firmly believed, dear maſter, 

that God ſent you to me. 
Mr. Jones praiſed Henry's behaviour, and 
aſſured him that an ardent prayer was the 
beſt means to procure us comfort in trouble, 
and courage in danger. He added, that as 
foon as a man prayed to God, he muſt think 
of Him, and when he thought that he had 
ſuch a good Maſter—ſuch a tender Father, he 
would be brought into ſuch a frame of mind 
as not to fear any thing. When we reſign 
ourſe]ves entirely to God, not preſuming to 
point out, in the {lighteſt way, what He ſhould 
do with us, but entirely rely on Him, who 
made us, ſo will He at all times give us what 
: iS 
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is beſt for us. This I have very often expe- 
rienced, added he, and prayer has frequently 
comforted me, when in the deepeſt anguiſh, 
During this converſation, the boat had 
croſſed the water. Mr. Jones paid the wa- 
terman very generouſly, and took Henry with 
him home. A tumult of joy aroſe in the 
houſe when he appeared, They brought him 
into a warm bed-chamber,. and Mrs. ſones 
ran herſelf to bring him ſome broth. The 
ſervants gave him dry clothes; and the chil- 
dren ſeated themſelves by him, and begged 
him once more. to tell. them what he had 
related to their father. 


e 
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AT the end of two days, the water re- 


turned back into its channel. The third day 
a ſtrong wind blew, which dried the earth ſo 


quickly, that on the fourth Mr. Jones could 


take his children into the garden; but there 


they only ſaw a deſolate waſte; the water 
had carried away all the low plants and 


good ground, and left a quantity of ſtone and 


| ſand behind: ſome trees were torn up by the 
roots, and many that were nailed to the wall 


were broken down: the ſummer-houſe was very 
much injured, not only by the water, but by 


a a part of the beautiful bridge, which the flood 
had driven againſt it. Wherever they looked 


they ſaw marks of devaſtation, The children 


began to lament and complain of the injury 


which the inundation had occaſioned. Mr. 


Jones alſo looked very much diſturbed, and 
ſaid, See, children, how powerful God is !. I 
have now for five years had this garden cul- 
tivated—T have laid out more than four hun- 
dred pounds on it — Many men have been em- 


ployed, 
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ployed, from morning till evening, to embelliſh 
it—And this bridge, which has been, you ſee, 


waſhed away, coſt ten thouſand pounds, and 
more than a hundred men have laboured at 


it. All this, in leſs than two days, has 


| God levelled to the ground. What, in this 


great country, has been brought to ſome de- 
gree of perfection, by thouſands of men, 
in 2 courſe of years, He has in ſuch a 


ſhort time deſtroyed. And do you know by 


what means He has done all this? By ſimple 


flakes of ſnow, which He made fall from the 


clouds, and afterwards become water. What He 
will, He can do! He has not only the flakes of 
ſnow under His command, but all that the uni- 
verſe contains muſt do His will, With the ſmal- 
leſt things He can produce the greateſt effects. 
What, in compariſon with man, is a caterpillar ? 
nevertheleſs, when He cauſes theſe inſects to 


multiply abundantly, He can, by their means, 


deſtroy the trees of a whole country. What 
is ſmaller than a drop of blood ? yet, when 
it does not circulate through my body, and 


become corrupt, it can. ſoon Kill me. A 
ſingle ſpark of fire, if it fell into combuſtible _ 


matter, in a few hours might burn our whole 
City to aſhes ; but all theſe things are under 
the direction of God ; for by thoſe ſame rays 

of the ſun, by thoſe ſame drops of water which 
V EE > al 


1 163 ] 

fall from the clouds, He can in a ſhort time 
produce ſuch an immenſe quantity of vege- 
tables, fruits and grain, that millions of men 
and animals are ſupported by them, without 
conſuming all. My dear children, the God 
who can do all theſe things is your father 
and friend, and as long as you act properly, 
He will never employ His power, but to do 
you good; —you may live lafely under IU 
wing, if you avoid evil, 

But, dear father, ſaid Mary, T am not a 
wicked child ; why has the good God de- 
ſtroyed my auriculas ? and you, who are ſuch 
a good father, why has He laid your 1 
waſte? 

You believe then that I am a good father, 
anſwered Mr. Jones, nevertheleſs I do many 
things which you do. not like. Often I do 
not let you go into company, where you de- 
fire to bel often take from you playthings, 
which gave you pleaſure. You do not always 
know why, yet you think me a good father. 
It is the ſame with God; He does many 
things which you do not like, but He is as 
far from deſigning to injure you as J am, 
when I ſometimes take away your playthings. 

Good morning, Mr. Jones, good morning; 
good morning, my dear EO cried a 

voice, 


| ( 164 J 
voice, ſuddenly, to them; they turned quickly 
round, and ſaw— yes, they ſaw their old friend 
the Curate. Mr. Jones caught one hand, 
the children the other. 52 


Oh ſaid the Curate, your garden preſents 7 


a very melancholy proſpect, but mine is {till 
worſe. My poor garden is quite deſtroyed, 
my trees torn up,—my wall thrown down,— 

and the whole ſurface covered with land and 


ſtones. 
Have your apples alſo luffered f aſked 


Charles. 
Undoubtedly, replied the Curate.. 
Mr. Jones heartily pitied this good man; 
becauſe he muſt far more ſenſibly feel his loſs, 
ſince he was not rich, and could not eafily 
ſpare the money neceſſary to rebuild his wall, 
and elear the rubbiſh out of his garden, He 
took him by the hand, and requeſted him to 
walk with him into his room, where they 
could converſe more freely about this diſaſter... 
As ſoon as they had ſeated themſelves, the 
Curate ſaid, My dear friend, I will in a few 
words tell you why I am now come; I want 
ſome money. If I would not the whole year 
ſee my garden a waſte ; if I expect to fee 
nouriſhment for my wife and children again 
10 grow 


n 
grow in it, it is abſolutely neceſſary that 1 
| haye it cleared away this week, and the wall 
rebullt elſe the ſeaſon will be paſt, and I ſhall 
not be able either to ſow or plant in time : how- 
ever, | have not ſo mich money before hand ; 
I ſhall want at leaſt twenty ponnds : Wil 
you lend me that ſum ? 

How can you doubt it, dear friend, realied 
Mr Jones; if you want a hundred, you ſhall 
have it. For this has God eſpecially given 
me money, that I ſhould be able to help others. 


But, continued Mr. Jones, how happens it 


that you are ſo cheerful, after having ſuſtained 
ſuch a great loſs ? you ſeem as contented as if 
every thing had gone well. 

And why ſhould I be troubled ? anſwered 
the Curate. Do TI not aſſuredly know Who 
has deſtroyed my carden—God has done it; 
and when I know that He is goodneſs itſelf, 
can I believe that He meant to do me any 
harm by it? Through my whole life have I 
experienced that He cares for me, that He 
turns all evil from me, and ſo directs all the 
diſappointments which I have to ſtruggle with, 
that in the end they will be uſeful to me. 

When I was a boy I wiſhed to cut a branch 
off a willow which hung over a ſtream, but 
| I went 


8 


I went ſo careleſsly to work that I fell into 
it. The current carried me along - ſaw the 
bank once again, and thought it was the laſt 
time that I ſhould ever ſee it. But God was 
there, and reſcued me by means of a beggar, 
who ſat on the bank mending his tattered 
clothes. He quickly drew me out of the 
water—out of the jaws of death. 


; 
In my eighteenth year I had ſuch a ſevere 
tooth-ache, that I was quite weary of my life, 1 
and, God forgive me for it! I almoſt miſ- I 
truſted Him; but through this violent pain, t 
God brought me ſo to Himſelf, that I turned t 
to Him, and learned to pray; and my prayer m 
+ fo calmed my mind, that I patiently endured 
the anguiſh, till a friend pointed out a remedy, m 
How many times have I not ſince thanked fo 
God that He let me ſuffer, elſe I ſhould never bi 
have prayed ſo heartily, nor have known the a 
advantages of prayer. ca 
When I was at the univerſity, I had a foi 
burning fever, which tormented me during me 
ſome weeks, and waſted all my ſtrength; dr: 
but when I again recovered, I remarked that 
this illneſs was ſent me as a bleſſing from a WU mil 
gracious God; for I had always before been all 
rather ſickly, but this violent diſorder purified | kn 


my 


C 

my blood, and I found myſelf in better neat 
than I had ever enjoyed. 

When I came back from the Univerſity, I 
found in my neighbourhood an enemy, who 
ſaid the moſt ſhameful things of me, behind 
my back, and even tried to exaſperate the 
Rector againſt me, aſſuring him that I was a 
very ignorant, diſorderly man. By theſe lies 
he drew his attention on -me, ſo that he ob- 
ſerved all my actions ; and when he found that 
I was a good and orderly man, he gave me 
the curacy I now have. Thus God directed 
things in ſuch a manner, that my enemy's 
malice was my recommendation. 

In this curacy I had, indeed, at firſt, 
much care; my little income was not ſufficient 
for the expences which I thought neceſlary ; 
but I always hoped that God would point out 
a method for me to get rid of theſe gnawing 
cares. My hope did not deceive me. I 
found in my old farmer a deliverer. He gave 
me ſuch wiſe advice, that through it I was 
drawn out of all my diſtreſs, | 

What I laſt year endured with my ſick fa- 
mily, you know already; and how much we 


dll learned from the ſick chamber, you allo - 


know, If I then fo long have experienced the 
goodneſs 


_ ty __ 
nas of God, and ſo clearly ede that 


I have no care, for Ged cares for me. 


© MAB XY. 


NOW hay were called to dinner, atd 
the Curate was not a little ſurprized, at not 
finding Mrs. Jones there, He immediately 

enquired after the cauſe of her abſence, and 

; was informed that ſhe had caught cold the day 
before, and found herſelf ſo unwell this morn- 

ing, that ſhe was obliged to remain in bed. 
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aſſured him, that if he would be attentive, he 
would certainly experience that this ſickneſs 
alſo would lead to ſome good, ſince every thing 
God ſends us was good, however bitter it 


might appear to us. Scarcely was the meal 
| . finiſhed, 


Wo : N 2 — 
— 2 e 2 ks P N N i 2 
— ISS. 1 26 => "= LEY Ee — F * 5 * — * ” 

TT — = ” = — — Peas 1 3 R * g 
DIET? - — — — — — — — 


8 — ea 
, 
* E - * 2,67 
* 1 r 
8 5 


£ — — 


IV 
ene Wy — I, — 
7 > ba * 


5 
1 
17 
= 
+ 5 
2 70 
= 
1 
a 5 
9 
=_ - 
* 
ny 
W. 4 
91 
1 
6 
ah 6 
"1 
5 1 
ow 
. 
* * 
i 125 
1 
2 * 
-Z ; 
* 4 K 
6 - * 
{ 
4 > LA al 
1 3 
. [ 
47 ö 
' 


he turns all my diſtreſſes for my good, Why 
ſhould I not believe that He will do ſo Rill ? 


The Curate was very ſorry ; but, during the 
meal, tried to calm Mr. Jones's fears, and 


— 


E 9 1 
finiſhed, when he began to prepare for his 
departure, and would not let himſelf be de- 


tained by Mr. Jones's very preſling entreaties, 15 
Mr Jones then counted out forty pounds; but 


he would not take more than twenty, be- 


cauſe, he ſaid, more was not neceſſary. In 


taking leave, he wiſhed once more that Mr. 


- Jones's dear wife's indiſpoſition might only 
make him better pi be g with the goodneſs | 


of God. 

Scarcely was he gone, when Mr. Jones 
flew to his wife's bed ſide. He found her worſe 
than he had ſuppoſed — her pulſe beat very 
irregularly, and ſhe complained of a pain in 
her head and:a: violent thirſt, If Mr. Jones 
had not cheriſhed the comfortable reflection, that 


all is good which a gracious God ſends, this 


ſight would quite have overcome him; but 
he recollected himſelf, and thought, Merciful 
God! my wife is in Thy hands - what Thou 


haſt determined will certainly happen and 


ſomething hurtful Thou wilt not reſolve on 
for mel. | 


He then ſent meln for a Phyſician, | 


who gave him very little comfort; for going 


away, he ſaid, dear Sir, do not regard your 


wite's illneſs as a flight one—ſhe will require 


| a great deal of our care. On hearing of theſe 
Vol. II. 4 words, 
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: words, Mr. Jones had need of all his forti. 
_ tude, for his wife was inexpreſſibly dear to 


him, and every pang which ſhe endured he 
felt as ſeverely as if he had been attacked 
by it . himſelf, 

The following night was A dreadful one; 
the poor patient never cloſed her eyes — ſhe 


groaned and was reſtleſs; and her pangs were 
ſometimes ſo violent, that ſhe grew delirious, 


and would get out of bed to go and ſee Mrs, 
Sandford. Mr. Jones never left her bed-ſide, 


and tried, in the moſt perſuaſive accents, to 


compoſe. her. In the morning ſhe was a little 
better, but felt herſelf extremely weak. The 


two following nights were paſſed in the ſame 
diſtreſſing manner, and the day after ſhe was 


ſo exhauſted that ſhe could: a ſpeak a 


word, 


The fourth day, mow the Phyſician viſited 
her, ſhe faid to him, with a trembling voice, 


dear Sir, I have a requeſt to make to you; 
tell me ſincerely, do you believe that I ſhal! 


die? — I fear not death! The doctor was 
ſilent, and ſhrugged up his ſhoulders. You 
think that I ſhall die ? 
I am prepared—Thy will, Oh my God, 
be done! She then made nd to the Phy- 


ſician 


2 


aid the. Well 


ow 


| fician to leave he: and that. her huſband and 


children ſhould draw near. 
They came, with eyes ſwimming in tears, 
trying to reſtrain their ſobs, and hiding their 


faces with their handkerchiefs. Weep not, 


my loves, faid ſhe; and diſturb not. wy laſt 
earneſt prayer. 


Then the collected all her Arength—folded 


8 | her hands together — raiſed her eyes to heaven, 


and prayed aloud : Gracious God ! I thank 
Thee, for all the goodneſs Thou haſt ſhewn 


me in this life—for every pleaſure Thou haſt 
granted me—for all the diſcipline Thou haſt 


impoſed on me. Now Thou calleſt me to 
Thyſelf—here I am, my God—confiding in 
Thy love, I come to Thee—be gracious to 
me, Oh my F ather, be my huſband's and 
children's Father. 
dhe was interrupted, bern her huſband 
and children. now wept ſo loud that her weak 
voice could no more be heard. 

But ſhe ſoon made a freſh. effort - turned 


herſelf to her huſband, and ſaid; I thank you, 


I thank you, dear huſband, for all the love and 


KAdelity. which you have ſhewn me ſince our 


marriage. God reward thy love! God bleſs 


thee | L F are well 
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He fell upon her neck, and almoſt ifled her 


with kifles and tears; and the children cried, 
Oh, dear mother, do not die! mother ! mother ! 


Ah, mother, do not die 

She ſlipped out of her huſband's arms, and 
ſaid, I ſhall not die, dear children! I only lay 
aſide this body, as doth the butterfly the hull in 
which it was incloſed. 4 ſpirit is immortal 
and goes to God, to whom we muſt all go, and 
He will reward each accordingly as they have 
acted in this life; the wicked He will puniſh 
—the good place in a better ſituation, and 
reward them. Be good, dear children—obey 


your tender father —offend no one—be affec- 


tionate to all men — think at all times that 


God ſees you, He, to whom I, your mother, 


am now going; ſo ſhall we ſoon in a better 
world all meet together, and live in eter- 
nal happineſs. God be merciful to me 
Pardon my faults! I — fall — into Thy 


arms - On Thou great Father of us all! —— 


Here ſhe fainted, and ſunk motionleſs on her 


Pillow, 
With much 1 Mr. Jones brought 


| her ſo far to herielf, that ſhe again opened 
her eyes—but ſhe could ſpeak no more, Her 


eyes were fixed on her huſband and children, 


and ſhe exerted all her ſtrength, ſtill to ſhew 
them, 


E us t 


them, by ſigns, how much ſhe loved them. 


Her heart began to beat more violently 
ſhe had a, rattling in her throat —her limbs 
were motionleſs, and a cold ſweat was ſpread 
over her whole body. In this condition ſhe 
laid two hours then her ſpirit departed. 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the lamentations 


' which. her death cauſed. Huſband and chil- 
dren, Mr, Noel and the clerks, men and 


maids, all wept bitterly, and exclaimed, —Ah, 
the beſt of wives ! the good mother! our 
kind miſtreſs, have we loſt you! how ſad 
will the houſe be when you are no more there. 
Oh miſtreſs! mother! | 
The following day her corpſe was laid in 
the coflin in which the was to be buried. 
Then the lamentations grew {till Jouder. As 
ſoon as the news was ſpread aver the city that 
Mrs. Jones was departed out of this world, a 
number of poor collected themſelves from every 


corner, to ſee her corpſe. And when they ſaw 
her, lamented over her My benefactreſs |—My 
more than mother My ſupport when. I had 


no one to help me l Beſt of women ! beſt of 


women! echoed through the whole houſe, & 


woman ruſhed through the croud, and ſeized | 
her cold hand. God, God bleſs you! dear 
a woman, 


this world God has taken from me. 


us, and ſo many poor people. 


EI 


| woman, for all the good you have done to me. 


You brought me up, a poor orphan—T could 
not reward thee | but God, with whom thou 
now art, He will reward thee; and when 1 
come to the judgement ſeat of God, I will tell 
how thou educated a helpleſs child; — He alone 
can bleſs thee as-thou deſerveſt to be bleſſed, 


- Afterwards the body was carried to the 
grave; a great quantity of people followed 


the funeral, and as they . reſounded. 


her praiſe. 


When Mr. Jones returned from Ss funeral, 
he ſunk almoſt - lifeleſs on the ſofa, and his 
children ran moanfully to him. Dear children, 
faid he to them, the greateſt comfort I had in 
Your 
dear mother He has called to Himſelf, to re- 
ward her for all the love ſhe has ſhewn 
Now, there 
is nothing fo dear in the world to me as you. 
If you ſhould become wicked, I ſhould not 


Tong remain in this world—ericf would ſoon. 
bring me alſo to the grave. 


But if you 
are good, obedient, induſtrious children, and 


attend to truth, I ſhall. ftill find ſome com- 


fort, even after the loſs of your mother. 


by 


The 


| 1.23951 | 
The children kiſſed his hands, — bathed 
them with their tears, and promiſed him, 
that they would implicitly obey his will, 


They kept their word. They grew up, 
and Mary became as benevolent, ſincere, 
and complaiſant, as her mother had been; 
and thoſe who knew her mother, uſed to 
ſay, this is another Mrs. Jones. And Charles 
become a worthy man, who by his activity and 
\ benevolence gained the affection and reſpect 
of all his friends and acquaintance. 

For a long time Mr. Jones ſaw in the 
conduct of his children the fruits of the good 
leſſons which he and his wife had given 
them: and though in the following years 
he conſiderably increaſed his fortune, yet he 
was ſtill more and more convinced, that 
among all his treaſures, he- found nothing 
that afforded him ſo much pleaſure as the 
gratitude of his children ; and their good 
behaviour rewarded him for the pains which 
he had taken with them in their education. 
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